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ABSTRACT
e

?rom.B Augdst ; 16 November'19?4.‘the RoyalIOntario Mosedm :.
"was the host to an Exhibition*of ArchaSOIOgical Finds from the People
Republic of China. The Exhibition represented a major event in the
developnent oilcultufal diplomacy between Canada and the People's
Republio‘of China Nevertheless as ln other areas of foreign relations,
cultural relations are beset with strains and challenges Thesef;roblems '
were particularly illustrated by the negotiations and,international
arrangements for this exhibition's tour and the Ip_i;ioblems. were exacerbated
upon the exhibition's visit to Canada, Pblitical controversy within
- China at the time of this exhibition's internatiorial tour resulted in
changing ideological standands and pronpted.more stringent adherence
to the ‘Maoist version of Marxist- Leninist historical interpretation
in the exhibition. These ideological standards Were sub1ect to constant
revision depending upon the political shifts within China during the
5 Anti-Confucius Anti-Lin Piao_campaign.. Fop_the exhibition. the éffects
of this campaign.were illustrated.by the'uithdrawal of. ; Confuclan script
from the exhibit and dramatic rev151ons to the souoenir catalogues much’

to the frustration of the host, exhibitcre Canadian - Chinese relations

were partioularly strained ard tested since the Anti- Ccnfucius Anti Lin

’

Piao campaign reached its climax as. the exhibition was about to tour.
- . ——
Canada. This thesis examines the impact of the campalgn \pon the
'1afiangements=and negotiations for the Exhibition and.upon the text of |

“the" souvenir catalogue, and finally assesses the complexities of culturai

diplomacy as illustrated by this event in Canada-Chinese relations,
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Mg o T " Chdpter 1 ' P m
B Introduotion , . & - « B

Ore of the more 1nterest1ng and far- reaching aSPECTS‘Of foreign ,
al'- “

I_relat;ons 11ee\1n the field of - oultural exchanges These. exchanges are

.\

-

sometimes criticized-for bel proPagandietic in tone. but they do symbolize
g' aepi.ra":iona for con’glr),ued gooduill a.nd closer tles between nations Trade
: '-_a.greemente appear more profitable than cultural agreements, but eul'ture.l

exchanges generate mQre long‘term dividends by strengthening 1nternational

& bonds.l Such was the case in 1973 through 19?5 uhen an 1nternational
i

'audlence ‘was treated to a spectacular exhibition of archaeological finds
" from the ‘People s Republic of China. E.‘a.rlier reports of tremendous ‘archae ~
ologica.l diecoveriee in China were confimed with the exhibition of theee

. finde in Peking in the early months of 19?3 Later, a eeleothilfrom this

. exhibition was ' eent out on'a tour of Hestern nations. It consisted of a’
repreeenta.tive se.mple of anchaeologioal finds from the Palaeolithic Period
'(600 000 B c. ) to the end of the Yuan Dynasty (1368 AD.). Highlights f

__ .of the exhibition inoluded fragmente of the Jaw of Lan t'ien man (600 300 B. C )

' L,-Shang d:masty bronzes (1600 102? il ) the funeral::*)r jade suit of Princess -
.Tou Han (Late 2nd Century B C. ), bronze leopard figurinee made during )

“the Western Han Dynaety (Late 2nd Century B.C. ). and an Eastern Han Dynasty

N ﬁq

-

e bronze flgurine of a flying horse (2nd Century A. D ) which Seemed to
L _1defy gravity 'Thie exhibition dazzled and impreseed record orowds in,

"‘Parie. London, Vienne; Stookholm, Toronto. Haehington Kansas City and ,

' .

.,San Franoieoo..- oy f l'.n R A ," o™ ".-\,f ® o

Fot tho People s Republic of Ghina. this exhibition became

. ; B G
an effective public relatione tool by helping to diepel eome of the

|-|

"vznegative 1magee of Communiet ruled china. long nurtured in’ the Hest
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through cold war proPaganda. The - exhibition also helped put 1n question
,at. 1east. the anti-culture Amage ;d)the People s Republic of China that
had developed because of the destructlon of. ancient historic sites and o

- reltﬁe during the, Cultural Heuolutlon. Indeed the Chinese took'pa1n3'

‘to emphasize that-many of ' the maJor exhibits ‘had been dieeovered th;ough—

out the period of the Cultural Revolution : In addition to being a public

N T

relations coup, the exhibition gave the People s Hepublio of China an

Al

opportunity to present its ‘own view of history and culture to an inter-
national audienca In fact ‘one. oould think of the star attractions of

the exhibitlon, the Jade %ilt of Prlncess Tou Han and the Flylng Horse

—

of Kansu, as silent goodwill ambassmdors for the People s Bepub11e¢{fq\g
: . . _— . g Ll L
China. % 'ﬁ g _*. & £ ]-‘ Ly Oomg C Hg LI
o - ‘ i A ' M Tl - . it :
Nevertheless, as 1n other areae of foreign centaot cultural

.:relations are beset with straius and challenges - ﬁs the Exhibition of
AT e e | s
'Archaeological Finds of\the People s Reﬁhblic ‘of. cnina travelled ffbm

¥ f i ol

museulm to museum in the' uest it became apparent that the ongoing politlcal\‘
/

%

"“'struggles and debates at home in China— specifically the Anti—Confuoius
‘Anti—Lin Piao campaign~—had a greats/fal of . Lnfluence upon the 1nte:-'
preeatien and‘presentetion of Chine history abroad In fact Mao's L

_dictum of "Let the ‘Past’ Serve the reeent" wes the sub- title of the

R exhibition Although the reper ssions of the political turmoll in Chlna i

3 ai
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éxhib!tion fglloued its tour. Thus, thefexhibition*s'internaticnal

:“audiencee were given an Opportunity to learn abcut China s past, presene
.'". ""."' rl- 5 . A 5

'and ongoing struggles TR ﬁ_ - |, D B ;.7”
Official diplematic relations between Canada and the People 5 "

't

Republic of China were established On October 13,,1970 . For Canada
. the reccgnition cf the Peeple s Republic of China was. lcng GVerdue o }f

Official recogniticn wculd have taken place ea&lier in’ 1950, follcwiné 5
Great Britain s example and theladvice of Ganadian dip{cmat Chester o
_,Ronning,_had it nct been fcr the eutbreak of the Korean Har and the-.

lgrouing hostilities fostered hy the Cold Her ':dni J X

L 0

With the eetablishmeni of cfficial relations betwéen Canada

'
N oy L

5

and China, there was great hope in Canada for increased trade and othef -
' i R ‘ b "
o benefits One of these ﬁas the prcposal to bring a major exhibit to
. . S .

Canada. An agreement in principle to send Capada the exhibition of : ";_;;\ f'

i,

archaeological treasures—was realized between the Secretary of State

© W for Exterhal Affalrs, Nitchell Sharp ‘and Premie§ Chou En lai. at Peking
) i ® i
< 'in 19?2 ~ The continuing aspirations ‘for* closer ties seemed to be fulfilled

; ’again uith Prime Minister Trudeau s'visit ‘to China in October 19?3

that time. agreements were. concluded for improved trade relations,.j: f

A

exchanges in the,fields of medicine. arts, ‘and sports. and -an immigraticn

-

"policy-fon the reunificaticn of families The: internal pclitical struggles _

-ﬁi: cf China which began te surface in late 19?3. subsequently threatened
q — ‘o

" @ scme rather significant accemplishments in Canadian-chinese diplematic v

Yo
T -
—_—

.relaticns.’ As,the result of these political struggles. suggestions
ca.me la.ter frcm the Chinese. of ‘an. a.liemative exhj_‘bitj_on foll owed by Fha s

' ‘"'threats cf the cancellation of - the archaeclogical exhibition. uhich

.
'. ) ‘. P e T . . 55 } s ; L
=5 # ' 3 k W . M g . ¥ IEEa 5 .
. ' et i . . . . et 1 - 3 I3 PRy B0
ST S & ' % . ' P i
300 At st X d £ 3 i 3 . s WS T ™ B 5 a
Eimla, N . w . b . 1 LS et o e Y .
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- ', Ll n‘ -
would ‘have been an extremely serious eet-baok in Canada China relatione

-

By reviewing the negotiations for tne 1ﬁternational agreemente

to hold the exﬂibition, and by aseeseing the 1mpect of the agreemente ‘

upon the curatorial efforte to present the exhibition ,a8 well as the

changes in the catalogue oontent and formi\;hihie.ﬁhesi

ili illuetrate
\L L .
the impaot of politics on hietoripal resear

il | L : . . |
archaeological data in the People's Republid of China. Enpnaeis will

the interpretation,of

be placed “on the nego?iatione between Ohina and Canada 1n relation to

|
' the archaeological exhibition, altpough the entire tour of the %xhibit}on
" s i
Will be' referred to ae a caee etudy demonstrating the ties betWeen

politics and history in he People 5 Republic of China. as uell as

. an illustration of the. challengee of cultural diplomacy° As.for the
) , -
e political debates in China ‘at the, timeg emphaSis uill be placed .on the

AntiﬁL;n Piao and Anti Confucius campaign in relation to changes in the

\ oL ke , ;
exhibite arid catalogue revisions 3 H;f;ﬁ;y _; _ .' R f B ~
E ..\3 [ - ! ' vt B

The primary eources of - material for this theeie can; be ( “_:

' found ih the archives of the Historical Dlvieion of External Affairs.

. [

I“ Ottawa and in the arehivee of the Royal Ontario Museum Toronto

ro.

Information from ‘;storicalﬁbivieion External Affaire in Ottawa

-.gotiatione for the Exhibib&gn while 1nformation-}f

¥= from the Archivee of e Heyal Ontario Museum provided detaile on the

euratorial errangemenbs.. Thrbughout the exhibition arrangemente, letters

$h 2y
TS B : : L]

o

Fere.exchanged between External Affeirs and the Hoyal Ontario Nuseum- : T;'

' "

so tbe two soureee“compiemented apd eémetimee duplicated each other

“.n

}4;’ Further information Hae dbtained from the'pfixate papers of

CERN i
T " 'a-u,.
w S
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Edmonton. More invaluable %nfo@Waa obtained It.hruug_h Lrltervlgws
with participant;s in the Exhibitlon preparations, namely Mr. N. Torno,
the Chalrman ofrthe Chinese Exhibition Council for the"Royal‘Untarin
Museum, Dr. W. Tovell, the Director'of..,‘&e Ml-;seum at the time of t_hu
hibition, and Mrs. B. Stephens, Chalrman of the.Chinesel Exhlb‘itiou
Commlttee a.nd'Associ’Ete:Curator of the Far Eastern Department of the
Roy'al Ontario Museum. Finally, discussions with Dr. B. L. Evans, who
p
"was a Cultural 'éounse‘l’lor wlth”the Canad.l;.m Embassy 1n Pekling, at
_ the time of the Exw—n negotijtions, provided data on the‘negotiatimm

e

T
uith£; China,
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Chapter 2

' . The Influence of Politics Upon Hlstory and Archaeology
in the People's Republic of China:
The Anti-Confucius and The Anti-Lin Plao Campalgn
¥

Before delving into, the particulars of the relationahip Br
. history and archaeclogy with politlcs in China--as lllustrated by the
Chinese Exhlbition—-it 1s useful to examine briefly some characterlstlcs
of the Chinese historicai tradition. As China has frequently been receénized

for having the longest contlnuous civilization; scholars both inside and

outside of China have attempted to devlse varlous paradigms to analycze

and explaln the phenomena of Chipa's history. A

History has long been assoclated elth government in China,

\

This assoclatlon erompted, within China, the ef{fort to make polltical
use of history.

= . From its beglnnlngs, history in China has been intimately
associated with the politics of the Chlnese state--as a
Justification for bold departures which it was clalimed .
were merely restoring the "golden age" of the great sages
of the past, as a means of 1egit1miaing the successlon of
one ruling group to the throne of 1ts: predecessor, as a
powerful weapon 1in }he struggles of factlons and cliques
over the centuriles.

The assoclation between politdcs and history was encouraged and promoted
by Confuclus. His wrltings have left an 1ndeli$ie stamp upon successive
philosophers and upon the policles influencing both the developmeﬁﬁ of
the state and politics in China. Living in a time of political Lnstabilit;._
Confucius advocated the study of history as part of the process to
.:establish a better government and society.
. .in the political sphere, he merely claimed to be o

. A devoted student of antiquity and transmitter of the -

* wisdom of the past. . The disord™r of his'own day, he

g felt, could be cbr:ected if meri would return to the

political and soclal order supposedly created by the
foundere,.of the Chou dynasty, K.ing Wen a.nd ‘the Duke of Chou.

b . :

In onder to return to these past glories, Confucius a.dvoca.ted a code Df ,

. .ethics to be followed bv a11 members of society.
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,Confuclius was Iln fact a great, though probably
unconsclous, innovator in his basic concept that
good government was fundamentally a matter of ethics.
He did not question ‘the hereditary right of the lords
to rule, but-he insisted that thelr first duty was to
set a propér example of sound ethical conduct. In
a day when might was Tlght, he argued that the ruler's
virtue and the contentment of % ple, rather than_power,
should be the txue measures of politlcal success.

"Thus, hilstory became a moral yardstick aséessing the ethlcal behaviour .
of leaders in comparison with their predeceasbrs. L
Nevertheless, the appllcation of this philosphy imposed

some strictures upon-Chipa ) sqbsequant developnment. These traditional ;J"
Confuclanist views.éf Chipese h%stﬁry have. beén blamed by_some contemporary
histo?iansrlﬁ China for what appears to bé hilstorical repetitlon of the
‘dynasty system and ”stagnaticml'I in Chiﬁa‘s social and Pol;tical aevélopment._‘
The traditional vieuxdf history Yolstered the powerful and served to .
pefpetuate a_syétem thaé maintained their authority. Thus, the philosophy

of Confucius became the traditional ldeology -of the ruling elite.

The.Anti-Confucius camﬁaigqlof late 19?351§?h can find 1ts

origins in the rebelli&n against Confucianism in theINew dulbure Movement,
that had been prﬁmpted by the May &4th Iﬁcident of 1919. The movement

Iinspired a review of the old culture and an attack on the Confucian social
order. Confucianism was denounced as a fetter upon the 1ndividual

%his earlier anti-Confucianist caﬁpaign also prompted a critical re evaluation
of Chineae history The 1949 revolution formally haralded changes 1n
the polltical'system and philoaoPhy. Confucianism Has replaced. by Marxism
and any ideological backsliding to traditional views was iabeled as |

' revisionist. This break with tradition has caused however. some intellectua1

: crises that have parmeated and affectad all leVEls bf society 1 |

1"
L
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The. most recent inheritors of thna s lengthy historica‘
legacy have continued to questlon these traditional 1nterpretations of .

China's past, The Dynastic cycle has been a long recognized approach :

‘to dividing China's history ard it also has expressed a traditional

Chinese attitude towards man’s soclal dexglopment.

The Chinese have tradltionally.interpreted thelr past
as a series of dynastic cycles in which ‘successive.
dynasties repeated a boringly repetitious story: a.
herolc founding, a. perlod of great power, then a long
decline, and finally total collapse. - The Chinese practice
»of compiling histoxy in dynastic chunks has contributed
to this picture, as has thelr concept that the best that
man could hope for was to recreate. some golden age of
antlquity. As a result, the tremendous growth and
development of Chinese civilization has been all hidden
‘behind thls apparent circular actdon in human affairs, '
and the later histary of China 1s made into a series
of more or less successfug attempts to repeat the G

" story of the Earlier'Han - g N

_ This measuring and comparing ‘the present agalnst past precedents has

also been noted in the Chinese tradition of referring to history as a

mirror.

The Chinese classically regarded history as a mirror
which, properly angled, would reflect the cherished
precedents of a golden age upon which preaent action
had to be based or at least rationalised

[

This viewpoint demonstrated furthermore.,the traditional need of each

' successive dynssty for hlstoric confirmstion end legitimizatlon of the'

L4
v

right to rule

—

Although the current regime of . the People s Republlo of China

prefers to advocate the Marxist framework of history-vtherebf suggesting
a steady forward progression in China s social and political devplopmenz~-_-

'thers 1s a. similar need for legitimization of succession‘ The current

)

'tregime is however, concerned with demonstrating a continuity and not

v WS
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- conformity with the‘paStu' The mirror hasibeen transformed into a
; - "calibrating 1nstrument“'to Y o5 measure the 1nexorab1e march of. o O
s i

. progreee through time to the presant w7 Instead oﬁ being oonstrained ,

by reepecting and edmiring historical ‘tradition: and precedent post .
1949 hletorfane 1n China prefer to demonstrate the progressiVe line YAy i
£ oA
of social-development 1n history by emphaslzing olass struggle as the i

i i i .

cause of’ politioal social ,and economio development "in China There ;

4

1s a strong. effort to demonstrate how' the corrupt dynastic system of

ik :

a monarchy based government held back China' s developmenf Thus bhe
phllosophy of Confucianism—-whioh advocated a code of éthics that

maintained the class etruoture and préserved the dynastic system of _J_;”_
governmeht-—has been subjected to severe criticism Aocorﬁing to ,:. i

- . ' ' *

later_People”s Republic‘of China.interpretatione,-1n periodicals such « . .

as Hsinhua News Bulletin and Peking Review (now Beiging Heview) in

late 1973 and then in 19?4 this philosophy helped to perpetuate a .

system that,exploited the peasants, who became the preferred historical

_ 8 ; , : ; L
_herces, g st , ’ ‘ il T

_ "f ﬁlthough the tensions between the past and the preseht e
have not yet been cqmpletely or comfortablv resolved. seholars 1n the ,}”
People s Republic of China have reinterpreted China s~history uithin

the Herxiet fremework of peasant.telave and feudal society. In keeping wlth '
the development oi e. revolutiona.ry society. a: histonr more suited to - af
China s ideolo ical needs had to be uritten. At Yenan in Januery 19#0, _i iLa

Chelrman Mao expressed his conoerns for the development of a nev culture

The philbsophical and historinal_traditions of old China were severely

-_f eriticized because of their support of a corrupt sooial system. that 'flt;j
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exploited the peasants. Mao dealt with the issue of China's cultural

' "lega¢y on many occasions, One can sense the intellectual tension created
t 3 ) I " C i i & L

1

by the inheritance of this pasi, in Maofs writing. = t A

, k The?eld 1s composed of two parts, one being China's qwn
Comy 3 semi-feudal politics, economy and culture, and the other
o r' the politics, economy and culture of imperialism with-the
' latter heading the alliance. Both ‘are bad and should be
g . - completely destroyed. The struggle between the new and
the old in Chinesé soclety 1s a struggle’ between the
‘new forces of the people (the various revolutionary
‘classes) and the feudal class. Itgis a struggle between
revolution and counter-revolution

This severe criticlsm of ‘the past insplred later,the destruction of

its symbols as was witnessed during the Cultural Revoluticn ;Yet.' i
.' i \

&
Mao strove to! balance fhis 1deolqgigal\{e3ection of feudal Chinijwlth

an effort to preserve some of thLEﬁorthwhile aspects of China's history o .
f ' : Y . ™ . {
. L =China s present new politics and new economy have ke
b - .developed out of her old politics-and old economy
ard. her present new culture, too, has developed ou'ts
P of her own culture; therefore, we must respect our
' own history and must not lop it off. However, respect
" for history means giving it its proper place as a
S ' sclence, respecting its dlalectical development, and
- o .not: eulogizing the past at the expense ofothe present
¢ %o ) or praising every drop of feudal poison

-'r‘ -
: : .

. + 4 N i %
T? prqblem became distinguishing the feudal poﬁson from the past achieve- |

s

o ments. fThis revaseessment of the contradiction of the-paet is in 1tself

PR

- an example of the dialectical process of thesiﬁ anti- thesis a.nd synthesiek

j "“'--i;wull_ Acqon&ing to,ﬂao the establishment of arnew culture was * F{ -?

:L;'vital to the success of the 19&9 revolution._ In fact prior to ‘the

revolution, Mae stressed the importance of the "cquural front" to 3 . '

;f;? politicize and;;o win the loyalty of ‘the 'masses. EX T 3."_ -’1’3{
B a n our struggle for the liberation of. the Chinese peOple'_ ot
S the;e are varlous fronis among which- there are’ the froﬁts !

T s, M : ; . . AR
dp . e ks ” ; - 2 5wy ’ ; ; e

T o
g LI

=y, = & PR . . v : . -

'r- . 4 . 5 ' ) ,5, - . o .; . W i . a
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of the pen and of the gun, the clltural and the’ ' _
' . _ military fronts . . .3ince the May #¥th Movement ) .
Bt such a cultural army has taken shape 1n China, .
: _ ' and 1t has helped the Chinese revolution, gradually -
T : o reduced the domain of China's feudal culture and of !
: * the comprador culture which serves Aimperi }ist :
"-“'.' : aggrassion. and neakened thetr influence ; I

)
v 5

Although Mao Hrote_this originally uith theatre and . 11tera{ure in mind,
oot has far reaching consequencqs and applications ; China s history
"
had to be re-examlned 1n terms of serving the lnterests of a Marxist

ravolutlon, with a new emphaais being placed on the role of' the*peasant B

in China s history ' . va B . ‘i. ' )

ot Ul

The application of the Marxist frameuork of history with

its various stages of social development-—primitive, slave and faudal—-
»

has created problema for China s more recent le&dership and the national

,prlde of China. These problems are readily apphrént in its applicatlon _
o '

b

“ta China's ancient history " i i g o
15‘-
“The . central question in the periodization of ancient |
- history is -when did the era of slavery-end in China
and consequently when did the fEudal era begin. For
.1t is assumed, of course, that'Chinese society passed |
from primitive communism through slavery, feudalism
and capitalism to socialism and that it will sooh ,
achiave the Communist paradise. The pressure to settle
. . this queation finally (and .the other perindization
& ° . problems as well) therefore probably stems as much
from the Communist Party leadership, who are anxious
~lest any looseness. at Xhe beginning raise doubts.
: : . about its: cggpletibn an it does from the historians
S .thamselves; :
- 'D'- 4 v
Critics of this application of the Marxist framework to China s hiStory_ -
1

stress that Marxism has left gapa in the historical record. But asiqe

I-a:.‘..

from th:lsl the Harxist frameuork has also challenggg the cultural pride

of China s scholara. This 1daological crisis 1s partiéularly aggravated
in the application of Harxism to Ch;nese phi;qsophy The rejection of

& 5
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’ a Confucian'heritage-ﬂhasfnct been a palnless amputat;on & 3

e :
| 234 [ 5 z i L

Woxeover

-:theﬁiifa-of intchaé.hanUal labouf'may have been bitter for the.peaSants

uithin fha dyﬁasty‘system; lﬁﬁut this seemingly “stagnant“ 'social system

' |
'

created an atmosphera that allowed for many of China s outstanding

Lo b
’F'“ accompliahments in the arts and;tachnology, far 1n advance of the. Hastarn
world " This fact can not be easily acknowlnged by~ the Marxist framawdrk
Iof history. without recognizing the past system of leadership, theraby
threatenrng the ideological haae of China s revolution
' The western origin of MarxiSm is also to some degree an !
' b
affroﬁt to the Chinese sense of cultural pride Mao dealt with -this
By apparent contradniion by proposing the sinification of Marxism to suit T
, China's needs. . LB o 'ﬁ _ R | o
o o ’ ._;,rz*:."" e £
5 ¢ . To advg Hholesale westernizatich“ is wrong. China
has suffered & great deal from the mechanical .absorption
v B of foreign materilal. Similarly. in applying Marxism
», /4 ' ‘'to.China, Chirese Communists must fully and properly
Y integrate the universal truth of Marxism with the concrete
cehe practice of, the CHinese revolution, or in other words,
o b W the universal truth of Markism must be combined with
specific national characteristics and. acquire a definite )
g national form if it is to 'bé useful,” and.in.no circum- 15
3 -stances can it be applied subjectively as a mere formula.
According to Mac. tha past must serve tha prasent and fcreign things P
? e
must serve China too. Indaed it is'a long observed fact that China has -
r
' been able to .retain its cultural identity and unity, even in spite of
~5
—*cUﬁquest," through its ability to sinify all ncn—Chinese fcrces Thus
. the contradictions pcsed by tbe,inharitance of a non-revoluticnary culture
1afe ignc d tc some. axten" ince these traditions help tc maintain the
G [ z ;
X .separate n ticnal character f China The search for new links with ‘ "t

_,~traditiona1 China is a search for an intellactual and cultural continuity
L ;i ! N 5 [ . =
w o 2 5% .#mu"nf‘ B 2 A -'?:" ik

a . z ) .. ; .
.Q.\[- . ; ' . g , % s . ey =g
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that 1is a 5elffoefense against the West and a' means, of bolstering self

‘c0nfidence'apout the present and the futuge.' ‘The'se nationalistic’ tensions

v v r.'

have' also 1ed People s Hepublic of China historiane to review China's

past in hopes: of paralleling China s historioél development wlth that

N of the Heet 16 China's humiliating expe:ience.with the foreign imperialist

pcwers at the turn of the century has also inspired a nationalistic trend

in China s historical research in an attempt-to find internal as opposed

\\ to Just exterﬁal causes of the social changes that led to China s

| revolution.17 1{-' T

IThis effort to establish continuity Retween China's modern

and anclent history, goes beyond n&tioneliétic interests and serves

"o

iﬁe_intefests of Chiha's'political elite-hy ccnfifming the legitimizatibn

of their succession from the past History has.a specific’ purpese in

i)

- demonetrating the steady m@rch of socialism The sequence ‘of history
. f ¢

. — 1s particuiarly 1mportant since 1t must confcrm to the Sino-Marxist
view of history and the legitimization of the current regime's sucéessicn

is dependent upon an ideologically satisfactory interpretation of the

W paet. Despite the ideological contradictions end conflicts. both the

Y - k . \'T“—‘

traditicnal Gonfucian view of history and ﬁhe Sino-Marxist approach

'share the same obaect&ves of seeking prccf of the ongoing regime S

e continuity from the past. ?"
“_Continuities and similaritfes there are to be sure:
~ the néed to- 1egitimise the‘present by ‘appeals . to .the
'past, the bureaucratic “historian pald to praise the -
. "throne, “—the avcwed didactic purpose of history,

g . the organization of the record from the centre, the ;
i LTI - hardening of ifethodology into a moralistic soholasticism.
o " the inclusion and supprassicn of preferred data,’ the

o  _pride- 4n’ presarving the record and rearranging it in
gt W j ‘vast ccmpcndia all ere ccmmon,tc both traditions.18 '

Ly E 'I e
‘ i - e o s &
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AlthOugh Uhe results scught by China s elite thrcugh the Confucian

) ;
_tradltion and then through the Marxist viewpcint, gay be similar. the

]

apprcachcs cf the viewpoints are distinctive mIn'the SinOeMarxist =

. approach to history, the. peasant assumes; a new role cf 1mpcrtance
History becomes an egamination of the struggles.of the common man agsinet,
the system that eXpiclted him. Furthermore the study® cf histcry is nct .
Just the cccupaticn e?bscholars.lthe entire societynis\engaged to seek

out the past, in hopes of renewing ox strengthening their commitment
‘to the neu-society. ; T o e ﬂ.' o
' 'The Great Leap Forward 'An the realm of historiography -
i included a renewed emphasis on "directing historical
" research with thecry, "1.e., the thought of Mao Tse- -tung;
~a call to emphasize the present and de—empl’asjze the |
.past,” 1.e. to use the study of the past to serve present
day political needs; a demand. that the hlstory of emperors,
‘ ' generals and ministers be replaced by attention to the
e " historical struggles of the laboring masses; and 'a call
b for the "broad masses of history workers" to jdin with
; .workers and peasants and write hisaories of families,
V1llages, communes and-factories. ; ra ;

% e Undoubtedly, the "talking bitterness“ sessions-—recalling the horrors
of the feudal regime and - the’, long struggle against it—-zoccnfirmed the r

loyalty cf peasant survivors and their children to the revcluticn awd

e

‘}he changes made hy ‘the gcverhment to carry pn the revclutionaryaprccess.

Histcry served the peasant and helped prcmote the new social order..

The new emphasis and reassessment of the role of" the peasant =
-

in China s history served to Justify the successicn cf Marxism as the ;*\?

correct histcrical approach:: “t _
.;Mac Tse-tung had said 1t '"These class struggles of
‘the_peasantsi-the peasant uprisings and peasant. wars--

' alone formed the real motive force of historical . . -

slien o develoPment in China's feudaI society Each of the major

. peasant risings and wars dealt ‘a blow tc the existing

.' iaE iEsad R R IN
- E - 2 . R E " der 2
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feudal regime and - more or, 1ese furthered the
development of the eooial productive forces.

Theloeesants the new eoaial heroee, were recognized for their promotion
of China ] eocial and ideological development A different inter—
B pretetion of the role of the peesant in the dyqaety cycle. detrecte B
l;_from thie more heroic purpoee of leading to the. development of a.

socialiet eyetem et e e -':. I iiﬂ
Peaeant revolte it Le eeen. in erder to have
their beneficlal effects are 1nextricably tied
' to the successful establishment of a2 new dynasty 22
to replace that which the revolts had overthrown

'

Aceordingly, the peaeantg'revolt can be 1nterpreted as supporting
i
either a radical or revieionist interpretation of history

Contemporazy Politioal Ueee of Hietorx‘ '

_ Chinese theatre and 1£teratureltreditionaily depended-on
{ :

- the rich hietoricel and oultural legacy of China for 1its story lines
It 1s not surprising’ that China s past became a source of analogy for *®
'the political debate’s of the Culfural Revolutien (1966~ 1969), as wae

:exemplified by Wu Han's play, The Dismiesal of Hai Jui In a etyle

reminiezzif of Arthur Miller s The Cruoible, uﬁlch critioized the politioal '
f%witch huiits under Mccarthy in the\United Stetee by analogy to ;he Salem

e witch triale; the iesuee of Wu Han s pley were oontemporary deepite the ‘

+

:7f mid—eixteenth oentury eetting.

o In “this play, he (Hu Han) oovertly ‘attacked the : '
*economic policies of Chairman Mao and implicitly : Yo
¢ identified the dramatie protagonist, a mid- eixteenth By e g
] century official .of almost legendary popularity wifh =%, pe=i8.
-.-the dismissed Marshall P'eng Te-huai, oustediby Mao- .

,.3__._in 1959 for opposing the  Great ‘Leap and fog advocating
s mending of fences uith theﬁSoviet Union. e S
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| Hisiorical figures and events provided the,means to all politioal factions rw :

'to critioize and debate about China s’ contemporary leaders polioies

”; and ideology
In an atmosphere of politioal tension the interpretation -

of thelpast takes on new dimensions Mao s effort to ohaok the develop—‘h

ment of revisionism 1n the party during the Gultural Bevolution set the -

entire sooiety 1nto convulsions almost threatening its a;istence 'The"-'.i.

0

re-evaluation of history became vital and pertinent toahhe ongoing _n

—

h_ debates This trend was resumed in 19?3~and 19?h Hith the return of
Confucius to the political center stage during the, anti~Con1uc1us anti~ :
Lianiao campaign Confucianism symbolized revisionism. a deadly party
sin;: Although the debate was primarily concerned with combajting re- .-.

f visioqism in the party 1eadership, it spread to all levels of Chinese"h

society threatening China s political stability at home and foreign_

K relations abroad : } -
In meny ways the campaign represented the death throes of
the Cultural Hevolution which Has put to rest finally uith the downfall

of the Gang of Four~—led by Mao's Hife Chiang Ching-—in 19?6 Neverthelesskf

4 b

_ as nith other rectification campaigns, the anti-Cbnfuoius anti—Lin Piao

campaign sought to abolish "the four olds“—-ideas..tradition, behavfaur

A

Ly
and oustoms 2 . The campaign sought tooaddress the problems of - backsliding

‘in revolutionary Tervor. ideological purity as expressed by tne tendency ' fi~f
towa:ds compromising Marxism in favour of capitalism. the grouth of
elitism amongst'the party 1eadership and intellectuals. and revisionism

at all levels of society. But the piyotal aspect of the cempaign was

the debate over the»succession to Hao 's style of Ieadership, and thew ff* iE

bl S0
R " i R - LR .
- : v, -4 '
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continuation of the revolutiohary struggle as the ‘guiding ideological

ethic The significance of the campaign cannot be underestimated since

! i A

it Was a topic in almost every issue of Peking Reyiew and the Hsinhua

N Bulletin throughout 1974 % e Mg ®

The campaign prompts historical association by referring to 5
' 1, % . .'
Confuciue, but the campaign 1nvolved moxre contemporary issues and the

destiny of China s p90ple It was an emotional campaign that touched ¥
e.ll strata. of China s society* The bat.tle against revisionism——embodied u
.. in the spirit of Confucianism—-was carried out on mﬁny Lnanlts—mfrom the
steel mills to the householdsn—but the 1deolbgical discussions revea]. ' < g .}
a concsrn with the direction of China s struggle towards sécialism and
China. s fu.ture lea.ders'hip Confucianism was the perflect historical
analogy for revisionism, since the philosophy suppof:ted the dynastic

system and traditional social structure.- It advocated moral ethics o ';';uji3

4

rather than revolutionary change. and uas considered to be the perfect
antithesis to Marxism. From the revolumionary perspective, revisionism ”1

meant backsliding from the revolutionary spirit that was expected to

‘lead China into the future.'
’ , . ' " .’ T . - . '

Hao Was himself*concerned with the issue of succession

L .

The ca aigns of'the Cultural ﬁevolution had routeq many contendzrs and

e demonstrated the vulnerability of China 8! revolution.. These isstes were i

ff‘not resolved since the anti-Lin Piao and Anti-Confucius oampaigns ex--

—
e

pressed similar concerns.e_ N B n W g ."e T

i Lin Piao became a symbol illustrating both the vulnerability r]ﬁ.j}
i : . K N

'f °f China - leadership and the revolution. Lin Piao. a former minister‘j;f:“

'_ oi‘ defense. attempted a co E d'etat with‘ his project 571--the numbers A
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of whioh when pronounced in Mandarin enigmatioelly suggeste armed
rebellion He had been cne of Mao 3 closést comrades ‘and *fostered the
_cult of Mao Hith the promotion of the liitle “red book o entitled

Quotations from Chairman Mao Tee—tung~—complete with a foreuard by

Lin Piao-—as a guiding ideological etandard fcr 3avolutionary study 25

———

'Later all of this edmiration of Neo was cited as evidence of . Lin Piao s

\_'. o

_ own efforts at eelf promotion as a eucceseor upon Mao s expected déhiee

During the anti—Confucius anti Lin Pieo campalgns, “Lin
: : v E
Piao s edmiration of Confucius became a target of‘criticiem and evidenoe

s i !

of his revisionism The campaigps linked Lin Piao and Confuciue as

I'traitore to China s development and ideae of both individuals had to

m.' 'he'routed from the»party the peoPle and‘the ideology In an analysis

"-of Progect 5?1 Lin Piao s plan for coup d etat.,Hsinhue News Bulletin
.outlinee the reasons fpr criticizing Confhciue. E
r\ ) ’ i £
{T ol .the criticism of" Confucius is being made for the
| -purpose of deepening the c¢riticism of Lin Plao. "To
' kill weeds we must kill their rooteé to. criticize Lin
Piao, we muet criticize Confucius L .

3 .
'

Thus in a blaze of metaphore the cempaign sought to purge the vestigee :

",_of Confucianism and theréby revisionism from all sectors of Chinese

i L

| it Lo —
[ i . e 3 i
r u

' Besides purging revieioniem and confucianism from Chineee

i"“. reo;iety, there wae an effort to’ Jnstif? the political campeigns to
jl.maintain revolutionary ideolog}. The cempeign was Juetified as pirt
of the perpetual process oi‘ etruggle vital tc the theory of continuoue -
;3-;5 revolution a pillar in Mao s rhetoric..‘: . " o _
%;;'?I.Ei}ijl.ijﬁt. The ilosop%ﬁ,of the Communisefparty ie the philosophy .-
- ol e W AT - wr Gl s Y / :_-."
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Articles ‘on the campaign refer frequently to the struggle between the

i

tHo linee-4MafxiBm versus penfucianism._the revolution versus revisionism, '
the proletariat yersus the new elite Based on' this iﬁeologlcdl rhetoric,
the campei@ criticlzed the more recent history of the party and also
attempted te redirect the 1mmediate future of the party A closer
e;amination of the link betneen the historleal past and the noliticnl

i '
present reveals more of the phyjectives of the campalgn.

LA
LI

+

Thefgﬁnbolism of. Confucius and Lin-Plao
ﬁ"i-‘ . .

hilosophy that’ maintained the existing socilal structure and a.dvocated

AT
4 _Lfa?_ f1*.‘&1;1.11'n to past custems and rltua.ls Conﬁ;cius provided the 1deology

cgéqﬁhcius &dvocated a return to stability througn his code of ethlcs
e :
@f_fected allclevels of sotiety. During the anti—Confucius anti-

Lf;}fiao campaign{'COnfucius' theory of innete genius.was cited as the
p 5. ' '
cauiﬁ aaf the repression of slave upr,isings ',-r'h
h’l i 5 e ;
W ‘Confucius (551-&?9 B C. ) supported suppression of . .
slave uprisings by armed force and harsh punishment. ‘
He did all *he.could to ‘'spread -his théory that "the .~
" highest are. ‘the wise and the lowest are the stupid .
. to attempt t&:hoodwink thé la.bOuring people and make
' them submit to.the- reactionary rule of the slave ,
I_\ouners a.nd preServe the decadent slave-ouning system.

!

Although these criticisma of 'Confueianism and revisienism in gsinhua

o

“:Neus Bullatin vrere often w:t‘s:tt:en by diffemnt worker and peasant

| .groups. the t‘:lssmes involved the 1eadersm*-~*- :

i o . . o an P

- : JEE " . e, v L
¢ sl BT edR O TRER Ry D Tl 7 p
. ' i ' i - i Gt . P = elaa ¥

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Eiﬂ Piao ggg Confuclus

For the possession of scrolls with qdqtationa from'Confuciue,

Lin Plao uaa,1abeled.a-roactiona}i and an adybcate of non—revo%otionary
ahlnkimg. For example. Lin apparently advdcated mfestoriné the rites"
which meant the restoratlon of tho bourgeoisie and the 1andlord clqps
'to their former atatus. References to the theory of “1nnate Genlus”
were cited as evldenoe of Lin's 5upport of an 1dealist ?iew ‘that’ "Lhe

higheet are the wise and the lowest are the. stupid ¢ 9

“whilch also subverfed'
‘the powex of the masses and the proletariat - His aspitatlons to lead

China were noted in his comparison of.himself with a T'len Mah,. the

heavenly or celestial horSE'jo Lin Plao also comparbd'himself'bo King
. ! v
Wen, an emperor of the Chou dynasty. which' was noted ae‘gvidence of ' Lln s
-
‘desire to usurp party leaders“iﬁﬁgL All this, evidence Was summoned to

e b
prove Lin Piao hoped to 1ead China back towa:d capitalism 1

Other objectives of the Campaign
A :

The eampaign objectives Wwere more than orlticizing Confucius

and combatting revisianiSm Radioal'fgity 1deologues uere determined

—

'to revive revolutionary pu.rjﬁ.}r and prevent an;,r compromd.ses which party

.I_pragmatists would make to promote China s modernization ~ For symbolic
\-'i 3‘purpose3 and as a oounter-weight to the Confucius-Lin Piao model. comparisons '
} were\ dra:m between Emperor Chin Shih Huang ti a.nd Mao Tse- tung ) 5
| P

| Mao eagoyed the analogy sinoe Chin Shih Huang ti vas the

_first emperor ta unif‘y all of China.‘ as Mao re-unified China 1n 19h9
‘E‘mperor Chin is remembered most: for ordering the buildlng of the great
wall burning books ancl burying Confucian schola.rs alive. _ The. a.pparent

L

_cruelty in these acts is. excused sj,nce the Emperor s actions prompted
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In light of the materialist concept of history,
by "burning books and burylng Confucdan scholars
~alive, Chin Shih huang was dealipg a blow at the
old ideas so as to defend the gﬁuly established e
. political and economic eystem s

*‘%‘Under‘thislemperor,.China left the ideology of Confuclanism'in favor
‘o} Legalisn. Radioal ‘party 1deologdee-foundsEmoeror dhin'e oareer nas
l';a useful 11llustration of the persistence of, claes struggle as the motive
‘ force in Chlna ] historical development Tt fltted into: the Marxist frame~ -
uork the preferred model of historical development While Confucide T
was regarded as the ideological malnetay of the slave“syetem, Chin’
Shih Huang ti wae.ushering in a new-ere of?feodal;em-with legaItsn:ae.
the\state philosophy By enaios§; Lin'Piao symbolizes the‘revtsionist.}
'effort to restore cepitalism Hhile Mao. as the father of the revolution
-repreeente the effort ta maintain the 1deology of perpetual struggle
' pushing China towards socialism i.; cL I .‘ -";' o ' '_t
From the_perspective of 1deology, the radical campalgn

-

'ideologues seerched‘for illuetrations to eupport the materialist view of -

. history and to support the dialectioal epproaeh of analysis——speclfically

-

" thesis- antithesis synthesis.. The oampaign redioals urged a stronger
Icommltment ‘to the revolution, to the point of Jeopardizing produotion

) RO R regiment of‘the Peking garrison pute the oriticism
b s e P ‘of Lin Piao and:Confucius above all other 'work, .. .
H this fired the ‘commanders and fi;htere with greater
‘revolutiohary enthustasm to step up their military Ce
' training for the purpose f oonsolida.ting the dicta.tor— PRBESC
ship of- the prolétariat 39 e e T ::fﬁﬂfffxg

‘ Sinoe thexampaign was afféoting all eeCtors of society, it was dealing pa ‘ii

'e orippling blow “to China. s eoonomy and productivity b:,r sloking s-rork

a
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Nevertheless for the. radical ideologues. the c&mpaign reeresented a.
‘.1aat stand on' theoretical issues and a final bid for leadership—--
| ' One of the main targets ef the campaign was Chou En- lai

. Mao was the father cf the revclution bqt Chou crganized the rebuilding

}

: of the natlen. Thus..any criticism of Chou had to be indirect since TIF

N
’

“he. had etteined sc much reapect at home and abrcad One can conclude
he was - the obJect of criticismxthrough the cover of histqrical analogy
I S

' offered hy Confuoius This ccver of criticism was noted in Dick wilson s
: : e S
biography of Chou En-lai ,i'. e ¥yt
7l
" A newspaper article criticized him in yeiled terma
“The class-enemtes in sébaiety, .and. ‘in particulan _
, _ _Ithe ‘chieftain of thé cpportunist line in the Party.

T . have always attempted to revive Confucianism in

. = ' order to prevent the establishment of. the revolutionary
' T b . line of Chalrman Mao.” (In the symbolism ‘of the day,’
S Confucius reﬁresented Zhou(Chou)' to many Chinese, and
v it was easy to get the gﬁess to publish articles
' Co Jcriticizing Confhcius) Teop BEOE '

RS a- symbol of. backsliding in his own time Ccnfucius was reputed to
haxe advocated. uhile living in a perﬁod of turmoil a return to'

' uhat he perceived ae the 1dea1 state. the Chou dynesty Acccrdinglf;

,jarticles in Hsinhua News Bulletin criticized COnfucianism for the efforts

'n;at the restoratlcn cf elavery 35 ‘ : ,:" : j :

_ Ghou became an indirect subject of criticiem since he had

:-";,'Jtriéd tc contain the excesses of the Cult.urel Revoluticn.l He alsc :
trestored many of thcse who had bean criticized and disciplined for their
non\-revolutionary thinking 'F.‘.bcn s biography aptly cha.racterizes Chou
_as "the gyroscope that kept the pitching vessel of Chinese r‘cmmunism
'hafrcm capsizing and drowning its inhabitdnts.,36 His calmness thrdughcut L-
’chese stctgy ca.mpaigns gained the greater a.fi'ection a.nd resPect cf .

. 4

oty A W . et G B0 [lp @l e AN ™ T iy o
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‘”:;thé peoﬁle Undoubtedly the experiences of the Cultural Revolution

_urged Chou*to epply his pregmatic approach to limit the 1mpact of the
. anti—Confuciue enti-Lin Piao campaign upon Ghina e efforte at rebuilding, \e
the bane on "making revolution" during working

o o " hours and on individuiﬁs leaving their normal employmenf
s . smack of Chou. En- 1&1 .

: . o Ve ". - T R | . .
The campaign. houever, gaine@ morﬁ_momoninm when Chou'became ill:' By"f\j )
g 4'Jhne i9?h he-wae reported to be in hoepitei again Chou had been

%

ill for quite some time with hearr problemﬁ wid Sfhes :js-death.od"”
January B 19?6 1t was reported that he hed suffered T

Om cancer. ',

Neverthelees. while he was 111 in the summer of 1974, . the Gang of
Four lead by Chiang Ching ueed the opportunity to discredit Chou' it ':
' poliq‘ee and contaote uith-the.Weet under the guiee'of anti—Confucianism.,;.l
The impact. of the Anti -Confuclus anti-Lin Piao campaign upon Canadian—

Chinese cultural diplomacy Was felt most keenly during ‘the summer of

[t

1974 as the arrangemente for the archaeological exhibition were to

&) *

reach completion Although the exhibition crisis was resolved ae the

A

diecueeion in later chapters ehell demonstrate. the c aign iseues in
hina Were only resolved with the fal; ef the Gangto?igiur in 19?6 after
the deeth ‘of Chou En- lei and the death of Meo Tee-tung. | '
Herd as. they tried the Geng of Four never euceeeded in

tarnishing ‘the reputation of Chou En lal. ins final rebuttal of the~: B
Gang of Four s 1nnuendoe Was’ encompeseed in his Consreee report of
[ o o i 3 t ' . Y R |

Ja.nua.ry 13. 19?5 : i . .":." '{ E _.; ‘ ':\ s ‘\ . L
7 s i ﬂ:',_“He Justified the ﬂultural Revolution as anti bourgeois .-
- » .7 .and he did not set the economy above - poIftics, since:
¢ . class struggle and social revolution were still’ neceseary
.1"0n1y when we do well in revolution, is’it possible-’
to do well in production.. He proceeded to outline ar
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;'breathtaking programme tq accomplish the comprehensiVE
modernization of . agriculture industry. national defence
and" sclenoe -and technology before the end of the centurv
so. that our ‘hational economy will e advancing in the -
=front ranks of the ucrld!“- These were the so—oalled ¥
; FburIModernigatiohs uith uhich China has been concerned
+ + ever-since. : L . . e g
» His report reﬁresentedIan"ideolcgical last'uill and_teetament;

% \ -

" The Oa;nipaign 'and."_Culture:. L ' g g ] o
H i l [ . ; _i. . N
In retrospect the anti Confucius anti—Lin Piao campaign

b

; affected many cultural activities g As the campaign intensified. the

ministry of culture began to exercise mcre authority over the Ministry

£y

"'l-of Foreign Affairs.' To criticize the fcreign ministry nas to criticlze

fChou En lai Cultural activities that eStablished contacts betneen .f_ J
. St : ) iy "
! China and the West came under particubar scrutiny Hith regards tc
"Canadian-Chinese relations, foreign ministry staff &n Chrna chcse to~¢ K
ride out the storms of’ controversy, seeming to leave*the Chinese Embassy'
' staff in Ottaua to make the final décisions. As the campargn intensifiedn
Qndecisive action appeared to be more féasible’ in Ottawa than in Peking. A

' »

The campaign seriously affected cultural relatiohstbetween

] W

Canada and China The proposed tour of China by the Vancduver Symphony

‘,

-had tc be cancelled as a result of a scrutiny e? the class content cf

;‘classioal music This aspect of the campaign indxcated the radical

ideologues cbaectives of—maintaining qultural purity ‘and avoiding the'

\

uholesale import of western culture U . ; fﬁswnv

. \,, a, i Y . ;.. “fb‘.

!_China s relaticns ﬂith Canada uere not ‘the only ta;gets of ﬁ

,u-criticism.within China as Has illustrated 1n the case'bf a film 3n
e Echina made by an Italian film maker. nntonicni.3? Initially the film
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approved but then it was criticized for scenes\pqrtraying China"‘

underdevelopment. Similar ideological sensitivities flared during

the tour, of the exhibition of archaeolcgical finds. The interpretation é?-””

~of the artifacts was cerefully reviewed and révised as the standards of .
"
.rdeologicel pu;ity were changed ‘To criticize the arrangements for the
ot :
exhibition wss to criticize the Fcreign Ministry in China and the » .

effort to improve relations Hith tﬂe Hest This power 'struggle over “
i -‘h

the interpretation of the exhibition was, aimed not so much at educating

-Nesterners about Chinese Ldeology, but at asser&ing power within Ghina R

through a demonstraticn 1n the West.

Scme fcreshadcwing of the difficulties with the exhibition s

interpretaticn were indicated by a Hsinhua article noting the pcliticiza-

tion of archaeclggy " Thie article notes an arqhaeclcgy course on. the
\

Warring States. Chin and Han dynasties. changed its cdntent frcm discussing o
sites and buildings to include an analysis cf the sccial.structure : ‘ e
& o b = }‘ 40 .
o - & with cri&icism ofi, the 1deolcgy of wcrshipping .
.. . the Confucian school and oppcsiﬁg the Legali$t school .

¥ " as the point of reference. the lecture.now. peys o

; attention to the soclal background and class struggle '

at that time: This clarified the fact that the bulldings .

wWere symbols cf the "rule .of rites" preached by Ccnfucianists

TR "

10

Everything was pcliticized : ' ,l' S .:7_*:? ‘ :?.¢
. i ow : -

During the tour cf the, Exhibiticn cf*ﬁrchaeclcgical Finds’

from the Pecple s Republic cf China. these dialectical tensions of the .0 O L'

.I.psst and present came to ‘the ferefrcnt ~While the exhibiticn strove 1§

to demonstrate to. the outside wcrld hcw revcluticnary China had come,
A T E :

- to terns Hith a rich cultu.ra.l 1esec:,r steeped in tredition the regirge, :

-_terrified 1est there beginlthe resurgence of a trs&i;ionel SOciety,

'r‘ o 2, .
i a i . * v " 4 o
p : L

..
CRa
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launched the anti~00nfueian campaign he growlng political and

) ideological tensions began t? sffect th progress of the exhibltion

@ oifi 3

»

leading to the withdrawsl of'a uonfucian script from the exhibits. to

Il

changes in the descriptive catalosues and Chinese insistence that the

exhibition follow closely the'historical sequence as set by Marxist
=t

interpretation In turn uestern vieus pf Chinese history came under '

o & fire primarily as the result of the 1nterna1 political turmoil 1n China

By examining the catalogue texts. relevant archival materials from
both- External Affairs and the Royal Ontario Museum, this discussion

G shall demonstrate that the past not only serves the present but ;

¥

the political present directly influences the’ interpretation of the

-cultura.l past

Ot T I . E—,
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¢ ' ' ot : Chapter 3 .
' R ' “The Chinese Exhibitionl
: . The Negotiations and Agreements-

The comolexities of the arrangements and negotiations for
.‘ ! O
_the Chinese exhibition seemed to take on, the dimensions typioal 01 a

“Hoyal ”[‘onr.'l even though one of the star attractions Princoss Tou Wan's . .

“Jade suit Was representing the culture of a hou claseless sooiety
- |

This Juxtaposition of Chins s. past and present ultimately oaused many.,
r

of the difficulties in the negotiations, because ‘of a growing ideological
conflict within China, focussed on this iesue History hed to celebrate
the struggles of the commorn . man- Thus, the achievements of artisans
illustrated by the exhibition, could be praised but the relationship

of 1andlords to peasants under the dynastic system had to be criticized

1] W

as ruthless eproitation This ideologioal struggledresulting from

- the re- interpretation and re- evaluaticn of Ghina s history was only
part of the largen\hdeological power struggle within China s politioal

structure between the "revisionists" or "pragmatists“ and the "redioals

: The following. analysis of some of the difficulties ‘ia. the negotietions-
for the Chinese exhibition seeks to demonstrate the influence of China S o
- ' internal politicel struggles upon the terms of the agreements;-

The Chinese Government required two agreements --an inter—_f‘t i

'governnental agreement and an inter-agency agreement--from each country

that ‘wished to host the exhibition.2 Although the forma.t of the

' agreements with each oountry was similer the wording was ohange& -
. as the exhibition progresseﬁ along its tour The firet stops on the

.tour . were Paris and London.“ Together. the GdVernment of France and

the Times-of London sponsored the exhibition shvisits tofPeris from_ h*
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-'January, r974 For the British this Chinese exhibition was Lhe first_rgﬁ

T of its kind since 1935 3 Consequently, it attracmed considerable publI v
attention, particularly due to the much heralded Jade suit and the

‘u
_u-. ‘.r

bronze sculpture of the Kansu Flying Horse Fa & F u ; - -‘;_ i

A ot . ._.,-

. In the Hedt there ‘was.a' ready audiehce Hiﬁh a curioeity
'ii; primed by confllcting reports on how China Has.treating its oultural ';‘

‘o

.."legaoy For exnmp e, Life magazine gave a report on the Hed Guarda

L L -4

_destroying various _ultural landmarks in China_h but this negative
i e % " -t 1 ]

”fimage wae contradicted by other magazine accounts of remarkable

"-archaeological discoveries made during ﬁhe Qultural Hevolution 5 :.“.H‘”'

l

. ""LUntn ‘the arrival of this exhibition western audieﬂces had relied

.n::upon the coI&ections of Chineae artifacts in thei: owm’ museums for‘ﬁ

T

"ll‘”an tntroduction to China s past cultural achievements. Hany of these
“:museum collections +had, been acquired ﬂuring the period when China yas

“iunder the domiﬁhtion of western powers.. During the nineteenth century, i

L [
']Chlna s traditional political and SOcial structure was greatly weakened

l \

'fby-e combination of 1nternal and external force$‘ The combinatﬁon of :f:-h

b iy
w I ;

'f“}ngforexgnqggression and domestic rebellion*—as 1llustrated«dur1ng the
'Lz;Opium ﬂara and the Taiping revolution --was more han ﬂhina s £radi--3“%.:1

'|

‘VTtional peliticai system could oounteract.i'During the 1atter part of
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i ceased beceuse of further internal dieruption caused by the Japanese‘

. 4

'1nvasion, the Second Uorld Her, end flnally the last rounds of the. Civil

”: Har, Researph resumed in China only after the establishment of the '
. 'People s Republic of China 1n 1949 Thus the exhibition promised more
_and new.informaticn on Ghina s- histcry to ah eager weetern audience "
The Exhibition qf Becent Archeeologxcal Finds pfﬁsented a’

' -glcricue tribute tc Chinese technological and artistic achlevemente
ot ] : i i
L'Z”"Neverthelese the exhihitipn Hae mcre than e necerd of China's: paan,

eince 1t5 presenteticn revealed Ghine e presen; too China s lnternal

'political etrdggles influenced the negotiations. egreements. aqq 1nter—

,;'; }n.pre{ation of the exhibition The terme of the 1n1tia1 cultu:nl exchange
e ;agreemenne ailoned for some leeway of 1nterpretetion by the exhibit;ng g
‘institutions\of th?>nose ccunenieernsranCe end Great Britain Chineee
'disséiiefactecn with ceneein aspe;te of the*preeehtation 1n both c&ees

. -

. .and a grouing ideological controveréy Hithin China resulted in dremetic

; L ' L ‘w

changes in the wording of the agreements affecting both the presentetion

lgand interpretaticn 1n snbsequent hpep countries. For the*Chinese, the
nexhibition Hes1e ehOwcase, with'a purpbse of lnforming the general

;?Public of warieue weeégrn countries abcut the hietcry end P°lit1cs of |

'LfTChina, eCccrding to the cfficial Harxist-Leninist viewpcint of the

';5Pe0ple s Repnblic of China., The*Chineee did not want the exhibition

'l-zto provide a beckdxop for Heetern interpretetions of Chinese history

' HfNevettheless Iae the exhibﬁticn travelled ebout Europe 1t became apperent

',.."struggles ceme _'to the forefront'-'cf negotia.tione.__ For the ‘Chineee. the
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past could not Juet be the past. history Was to be re interpweted and

re- assessed in onder to serve.the neede Qf modern China The . followina

.

analysls of the terms of the agreemente will illustrate the 1mpa¢t of

| i i

. China‘s political strugglee upon the 1nterpreta£ion of her past and

; e: 1nternatlonal relations Partlcular attention will be paid to the
nego%&atiéns between Canada and China for the exhibitlon Reference

_to the negotiations between China and other eountr*es will be ‘made.

N

¢ , ;
ﬂ only in so far as they affected the terms oT the Cinada China agreements
i : , »

1

’* ' 3 ' &
& .Canada~Chin&:a?reliminary Efforts.ig ermbie Cultﬁral Exchanges
. o I U S ' '
_ P ‘ . 5 .
5' . K ' Efforts to 1n1tia+e cultural exchaﬁEEsfﬂetween canadn and

Ve

‘China were made even befora offic*al diplomatic relations%h?e eetabliehed‘
© % Suggestlions to hold an’ exhlBition of Chinese archaeologica1 f;nds or
" ! slmizar exhlbition were made by Reyal Onxarlo Museum officials to

S Canadian government offlcials inrthe mid sixties Cultural exchan®es,

o H a——

as was argued have a far reaching and sjgnificant impace upon foreign

relatlions by 1nform1ng the general public of. both countries ‘about .each

 § " other.. In the casg of Canaaa~éh;na relations. this type of exchange

;vl- would help to dispel many of the mythe about China, under Communist rule_
' The first proposal came in a letter dated November 29 1966 from ‘Peter
" Swann, the Director of the Roxa.l Ontario Museurn. .o Paul Ma.rtin, ‘the
Secret.a.ry af State for Ex-bernal Ai‘fairs ‘ | %

_ , I dppreciate that, t,he 1inés of cemmun‘l.cation (batween :
W on Canada and China)are very .obscure but if the-opportunity
' to hold an exhibition on "Rédent . Archaeological Discoveries
. in China" should: 'present ttself we: would. Ve interested in’
A ' organizing it, and acting as sponsoy. . Such an exhibition
u : could only také place after governmental contacts but it
might provide a cultura.l bri&ge a.nd I write to.you. merely

h
Lok

Hem TR, 4 !
' T

2% " s . G T
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1n hope that you uill keel] tBe suggestlon 1n mind
" should 1t be of wider value

\
F

Martin encouraged the Royal Ontario Museum to explore the channels for

thrs‘type of ekchange,'evon_in’the absence of official recognition,

but he appreciatod_tﬁe difficulties:

. As you may know, it has long been'.the policy of the
Government to encourage.the development of contacts
with Communist China in the. cultural, scientific,

. educatlonal and other flelds g9 a means of contdbuting
to the alleviation of that country's continulng isolation.
There would probably, therefore, be no objectlon on our
part to your seeking to, organlze and sponsor such an’
exhibition, even.in the’ present circumstances 1n which
there are no government-to-governmernt contacts between
the two countries:

I note, however, that you have said that ‘such an
exhibition could take place only after governmental
contacts wers established. This, I assume, arises
from some of the technical arrangements which would
preclude the holding of the exhibition in the present 10

-circumstances.' [ shall however -bear this idea in mind.

The absence of official relations at that time prevented the Canadian
government from involving 1tself in- the procoss for ﬁakiﬁg arrangements
for such an exchangé\ .Neverppelessglrtiis 1nterest1né to note tho
minlstesﬁand the government were encooraging such'ﬁfbhanges to improve

Canada-~China relatlons: .

Two years later, Swann repeated his request in'a letter of

-

October 21, 1968 to Prime Mihister Trudesu i1 An exhibition seemed much

more feasible since Trudeau, during his eleotion campaign had proposed

_Canada should recognize China ke Swann was anxious to remind the

_Canadian Government of the‘Boyal Ontario Museum's long-Standing 1nterest
‘in pfomoting“a cuitural oxchsnge ﬁith China. A'lot_depenQedfupoﬁ
Trudeau keeping his election promisa. o

haty

+ *.In mainland China very 1ntensive archaeological work

o has produced ma jor discoveries of the 5reatest interest
-and significance for Chinese history
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. Due to diplomatio difficulties they have not
' been shown outside Chlna, :
e s " Scmetime in the future the'R.O. M' would 1lke
' - to plan a major exhibition of these discoveries
from' China. However, as’ you appreoiate. this' will -
. depend upon the kind of diplomatic initiative which}
_you envisaged in your electlon campalgh. -Certalnly,
such an exhibition. would be a notable ‘first for . .
Canada and an attraction whith would.bring visitors
~from all over ‘the western world. It would have an-
., 1nestimable value from the polnt of view of cultural
. exchange. ... .Thus ] am anxlous to- know if there 5
1s any ‘possibllity of Canada recognising(sic) .
‘Communist China in the'near future Without. this !
1t would be useless to make even the preliminary
moves. £F i

In order to begin negotiations for an exhibition. Canada s official

recognition of the People s Republic of Chlna was a necessary first !

step,
- »

The interest in Canada—China cultural exchanges ‘Was shared
by another group 'in Montreal The Montreal group—vwhose members Here i
Mlle. Legendre, Tibor Mende, Professor Paul T,K Lin and Jean Sarrazin—- g

.proposed holding an exhibition at the Terre des Hommes site in Montreal

. .
¢

with the possibility of Presenting-it later in Torontofor Vancouver e

N

This suggestion was also mada to Prime Minister Trudéau in the fall)pf
1968 Trudeau. in reply. wanted to 5e certain that there would be reci-

procity from the Chinese, ‘and. that the National Gallery be consulted
_Vous vous' SOuviendrez que ﬂllp. Legendre avait éorit
¢ . au Premier ministre en novembre 1968 pour‘le mettre
au - courant d'un projet d'exposition intitul€e'"Cing . . ' -
Mille ans de culfure et de civilisation chinoise". : g =
Dans 'sa réponse le Premier miniStre-insistait suxr .
' trois points;: assurer la réciprocité des echa.nges ;
. culturels avec-la Chine, consulter la.Galerie Nationale.
. £t tenir le Ministere au coﬁiant des développements H
--m&jeurs de cette exposition. R

- B

In a later neetinglin Ottawa,uulle. Leseﬂﬁre.Strasﬁ?d,thﬁiithe3objec£1ven L

e - - TR (R
4 w3
- . .,
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\

of th@g%xhibition was "demyetifier la Ohine aux yeux des Canadiens :1"'_

et de la présenter a travers son historie d une facon non politique "lé-_ : &
| ; : ) e w

11e Legendre, however. was aware of the need to prevent such an’

i exhibitiOn from becoming a political showcase for Maoiem
. Le gouvernment canadien voudrait poun sa part -
' étudier de trds prds les divers 'aspects du projet, = . -

" .+ Yy compris l'exigence de’ réciprooité auquel 11 tenait
beaucoup. - I1 voudrait enfin s'assurer que 1’ entreprise

ne sera pas utllisfe, aux fins de propagande Maolste.

. Mlle. Legendre s'est dite.trds copsclente de ces .

problémes indiquant qu'elle n ‘entendait pae céder aux "
~gressions des Chinois 3 cet egard mails s'en tenir: 17
une expositidn historique- et cultureile exclusivement
Hithout the apparatue of official recognition however. negotiatione

for this type of exchange could not be eupported by the Canadian side
uithout some aseuranoqvof reciprocity “ As far as official recognition

Was, concerned Canada ‘Was awaiting. at that time. the outcome of

negotiations underway 1n Stockholm. Sweden 18, -

‘{ The establishment of diplomatic relations between Ganada

LS

and China 1n October 19?0 brought renewed requests for cultural

exchanges-\ Suann reiterated R.0.M.'s wish to|host an archaeological ' 2
A
exhibition from. the PeoDle s Bepublic of China. in'a letter to Mltchell
W e g " ;

Sharp. Martin S successor ‘at External Affairs written the very day

recognition wae announced October 13. 1970 19 The National Art Callery

was also interested in setting up some possible exchanges of exhibitions,
l

but noted the 1nf1uence of ideology in China and acknowledged the

.'unportanoe of selecting a theme appropriate to China.

x}, Alt ough we assume’ thaa for ideologibal reasons - PR

i _Hcontemporary Canadian art will not be acceptable .'°, .

77 ... to China, It-is just possible that they will be' 7
0 ;as c&r ious and genuinely intereeted to see what =~

.- § .
i e o i - owar by

1 L 5 F o, "_,-b-_”..
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contemporary Canadian art 15 like as we are to
see Modern Chinese art. g : .

It 1s clear that the interested Canadian parttes uere aware of the

potential 1nf1uence of China's politics and 1deology upon cultural
efchangee. e . . . S
The Royal Ootario Museum pereieted in effortehto begin
negotiatiohs fof an exhibition. In April,.1971, Dr. H.Y. Shih appfoeched
- Arthur Andrew, the Director-General of the Bureaulof Asian and Pacific ’

Affairs and one' of the Stockholm negotiators. hoping tg‘vteit colleagues

in China informally, to help to promote an. achange = Andrew advised

Shih,to contact the Chinese Embasey in Ottawa since . the exact nature -

,

of cultural exchanges was still under discussion. R ”H;

" While we are now giving preliminary consideration t9
’ . the nature of 'the proposals we might wish to make to
S ‘the Chinese Government regarding a possible agreement
E . on cultural exchanges, which would be of mutual benefit.
"o ' to Canada and China, 1t 1s not possible to predict’ with
o ~ any certainty when we might be able to conclude such
, =, ' - an agreéement.
g : In the interim, I think you might find 1t useful
' 'to discuss your interests directly with the

Chinese, . . . Ty S
We shall, of course, glve careful c¢onsideration
. g;:_: % to the most appropriate way in which we might support

™ your proposals for an exhibition of Chinese archaeological
discoveries, and I should be grateful, therefore, if

s . you would keep. mazinformed about the progress of your

= Ww repreeentations. : : _ R PR

Subsequently. in September 19?1 Shih presented the museum s propoeals
“fo the Chinese Ambaseador. Huang Hua. 23 It was.to beoome clear later
. that china regarded this type of exchange as one primarily from country ‘
w . to country--with the’respective governments tqking ma jor reeponsibility-q
and not one at which an; institution cduld be permitﬁed=euch an in-' '

@ o depehdent role.. This view by the Chineee may have been thé source_nf
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some of the later difficulties surrounding bhe presentation and the'
* _"‘interpretationlof the exhibition In faot, the wostérn tradition that
makes public institutions 'such as museums indepandent of government

" 'direction in matters'such as-mode of ﬁresentation and ‘interpretation of

history, may have pérplexed the Chinese K

'
~ .-

o, . With the establishment of official rolations between the

vy

r-People s Repub&ic of China and Canada, there was more-optimism for '

the promotion and development of cultural exchanges Ihe Canadian
- || '

' government'' was limited in pursuing theae ekchange proposals until the

;Chinese government expressed -an interest in these exchanges. e Never-

L B

theless External Affairs fo:narded to the Canadian Ambassador in. Peking

a 1list of the inquiries from Canadian artists and institutions hoping

to be involved in Canada—cnina exchangee The Royal Ontario Museum and
- "the National Galleny were included on that list. =or The Royal Qntario
Museum was noted as repeatedly requesting the privilege of hosting an
‘ exhibition of archaeological finds from China. while’ the National Gallery

hoped to exchange exhibitions with the People ] Republic of China 2.

o . -

According to the analysis in 19?1‘by—the C'Emian Ambasaador

s
Lt

in China. the efforts to promota cultural exchanges uould ‘have to wait

until thefpolitical'climate.in-China was more ideologically stable. " The
-~ ° '
: continuins infiuence of the Cultural Revolution was identified by the

Canadian Ambassador as the chief obstacle hindering the promotion of

-cultural exchanges For 19?2 ?3. the Canadian government was limited also

‘bya $50, ooo 00 budget =for exchanges with the Pec>ple s Republic of China.27 _
© _As regards content art is oonsidared of value only t
insofar as it is didactic and "serves the People" :

(in particular. ‘the workers and peasants) This.

- o : . v we i o Ak
5 ; :
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: principle naturally nakes almost all western cultural
. exhibitions or performances here irrelevant or anathema.
' Organizationally, a further effect of the GCR has ...
been to create a vacuum in the sphere of cultural
relations with foreign cointries. (One of the major
: casualties of the Cultural Revolution was, of course,
¥ - the Commission for Cultural Relations with Foreign v b
@ ' Oountriee) | g . L
Even in casual conversations with Chinese officials, the Canadian L
Anbaseador found the Chinese were quite vague about the cultural '
'--organization The Canadian Ambassador was. optimistic however. about
the possibilities of China. sending the Peking Opera or art exhibitions
abroad. At this time, the French had Just started preliminary inves—"
tigations into the possibility of hosting the.exhibition.of'archaeological
fingls.29 Menbers of the Canadian embassy were among the foreign
delegations to see the archaeological exhibition which'nas “opened
first to Mr. Kissinger "30 The Canadian visitors to the exhibition

" concluded that the visit of the exhibition to Canada would be worthwhile.
The Chinese remained quite vague ahd non-comnittal 31
_ 0n an offioial visit to. Peking in’ August 19?2 Mitchell‘

_ Sharp put forward a formal Canadian*request for the exhibition. ‘and ab
obtained an’ "agreement in principle".irom the Chinese government 32
This agreement was reaffirmed the next year when PTime Minister Trudeau '
visited China in- October 33 The final agreenents on the exhibition, -

—

came only after rather complicated and protraoted negotiations. Canada 3

\ i
"

had to wait its turn to begin negotiations with the Chinese' negotiations o
had begu.n in sequence with the other countries that had requeeted the :

exhibition before Canada., ToeeOme degree._this prooedure worked,both

for and against'Canada. On the one hand Canada was' able to draw on the ¥k

R

experiences of the other nations that had finished or’ were in the

Q . --",-‘(. -
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i T _
process of negotiating for the exhibition but on the other hand w4 0

‘ Canada was to be stymied on cqrtain issues because of Chinese dissetis—ﬁ
faction with thé precedents established by other nations )

[ i ‘.'-‘ et

Precedents affecting %he Canadian Negotiations: The British and the . R s

French - ki) e . 4 e; ., B y
; i 1%y " ! P
) 5 ! T Sds T : -
T A‘I : 4 vy : '." i

'ﬁ.'{]. ' | The policy of consultation among ‘the, Marious interested

iR ;

1 * ' I' \ “‘_l. ~

oy G '
=‘nations Was acknowledged if not: encouragem by the Chinese For example. r

the Chinese originally intended to provide Canada with copies of the flﬁf

'n i B r'.

China- Great Britain and China—FFance agreements 3“ Yet ‘this promise A

A
] 3 't 4 . Al '

35 perhaps because the Chinese realized the "grapevine”bdl _gTé
: 1 . 0 e
of the forelgn service would provide the 1nformation or maybe they.1

N s

'was not kept

f
hesitated because they were’ unhappy uith some aspects of the negotiations
. il

and final agreements, with the Frenchhand the British b Whatever the

reasons'for the Chin : reluctance. Canada came to rely on the British o
R F ) ~ ;
: for 1eads in the negotiations and other matters affecting the exhibition i

’

- The British and the French established many of the precedents _
'affecting“thE'exhibition in the agreements, the content. the presentation,'“ L

the marketing and the catalogue. Indeed it was they who approached '
: o |
the Chinese with the suggestion for an exhibition and it was they who

5'were given the~privilege oféchoosing the artifacts for the exhibition

1.-‘!

from a selection of pieces provided by the Chinesé. Of these items,.

i .«,"

' the: British and the French chose more sil?er pieoes and fewer of the

'bronzes. which the Chinese valued much mbre._ They also insisted upon

'_“the inclusion of*original items rather than c0pies« ‘This~point uas

. accepted by an authority in these cultural matters. Kuo Mo-jo chairman

B
Lty i
i e : X g A : ¥ i A . i
. 3 3 g : . M g %

.: -—Of ;the Chinese Academy °f 5019"°99°h The British and French orsaglpers\ .f;;'fi
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limited the number of items, out. of consideration of exhibition space

": and out of preference for what they considered wouid be the exhibition
. "
highlights, specifically items-from ‘the Tang, Sung and ‘fua._n-dynasties.3 o

' l

Although there were differences over the selection and the number of
i I.dartifacts( finally, about QOO items); the Ghinese remained fir;
l‘t ebout the amount of floor space required for an adequate and secure
presentation-—specifically 2000 square meters.r The British however,_
.ff felt they could displey everything-adequstely within the 1500 square
smeters of the Royel Academy 37 Although thJ significanCe of the
exhibition wes not underestimated by any of\theaﬁ;rties, Chinese
insistence upon the size of the exhibition and over all floor space
vforeshedowed some : of the 1eter difficulties With regard to presentation.
‘Eventuelly. the Chinese had opinions about the purpose and layout of
Ithe exhibition The exhibition hsd to illustrate the historical
development of China acoording to Merxist interpretation ss the first |
I.{f exhibition of its type te come from the People S Republic of China, its
signifioance as a public reletions tool could not be underestimated
_ | Nevertheless these politiosi and ideological o;Jectives of
;:the Chinese were not firmly set when the French .and the British made
| their preperations fer the exhibition nesotiations. Instead they were ;
"’fleft to sPeculete ebout whst was the most important issue in their .
'ﬂﬂfinegotiatrons with the Chinese.; The British felt the Chinese agreement

3 1

to the exhitition depended primarily upon the settlement of trans-

- portation costs The Britdsh end the Frenoh decided to share the costs
“rof transportstion and idemniﬂigstion fron Peking to London and,Paris

fequally The chinese permitted eech country to display the exhibition 5 4

».I

T " LSRR [P AP MO
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four months’ and thus be better able to re00ver ‘some of the ccsts

For the British the next point of concern was how to recoup '

the huge costs of transportation and of the, indemnity 3? The Chinese

may not have taken this capitalistic viewpoint completely into

w

consideration Thev differed with the British over the profitability

of - the exhibition, but they did not Hish to be involved in this aspect

~of the matter : . ?-' ' }“~ : T
_The Chinese in their negotiations with the British
' seeméd convinced that Britain would realize substantial
 profits from the .exhibition. 1In fact, the Lritisn '
B . .expect that breaking even will be difficult;.as an (sic)
; . negotiating plo¥Wkthe British offered ‘to provide
R the. Chinese with any profits if the Chinese were
.« preparéd to absorb any losses involved. This. met. v
» with the not unexpectéd, reSponse that the Chinese i ,-40
were not interested in “Hestern Capitalistic Arrangements "

-

ﬂorking with a budget of 400 000 pounds, thé British exhibitors regarded
admission and catalogue sales as their main sources of revenue. They
anticipated breaking even\ based upon their: previous experience withc
the Tutankhamen Exhibition. Little did they know that Jade fever uould

outdo Tut fever Motivated by a, similar concern fcr profits ell the

exhibitors were concerned with making the product—-the Chinese Exhibitfbn--:

es appealing as pcssible to the tastes of a western audience._ This uas‘p

not a concern of the Chinese who put politics first. ‘The "best seller"“---' :

Sy L

British catalogue became a bone of contention for subsequent negotiators;;"

£ when the Chinese demanded more control over all the aspects of presentation

of the exhibition. ﬁ:'-'f-.ﬂ{ o s % '.juf. ﬁf 4 e (h
. - v g '_r

The sensitivities of the Chinese can alsc be noted in their

negotiations Hith the French The smallest issues became complicated' o

‘because the Chinese acccmpanying the exhibition lacked the anthority to ;gﬁ*ﬁoi

R
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s

‘7T make deq}sicns. The French~had to aesure the Chinese of every detail I

5

';}.:_ of the erhibition s preparation and to, attend carefully to. questions

) of protocol and diplomacy. The Chinese took a poeition of . take it or
_ § 1eave it in.the negotiations—-e position the French largely accepted 4 :

L} ﬁv f )
i The Chineee appeaxed determined to retain controL over the arrangements

' a—
. 3 v ¥
o !

fbr the exhibition

f:; ;.. The frecedenta established by the French and the British

in the agreements. and in the exhibition displa;g‘became the guidelinee'
' and points of reference in later negotiations Because of these pre—'

cedents, Canada could not influence the contents of the exhibition or

\
'the Chinese terme of'loan h2 Furthermore, the Ghinese retained the

"_: : prerogative of making changes.up to the last- -moment .

|
o i

; caﬁaqafcﬁihé Négotidtiqnsan. ﬁ .[.i;f.“fﬁ'. _ © gl ey e B A

s

S L Aithough the official Qanadian requeet for the exhibition'

-

had been made—in 19?2 final agreemente were only reached on March 15,'
_‘if. 19?& uawith the signing of an inter goVernmental agreement and on" eﬂ' .
- April 16 192# u#with the signing of an inter-agency agreement LN

. Negotiﬂiions took piaoe in Peking and in. Ottaaas ~.f;'f"?'_, _
f‘?f;.;.ﬂ'”T'ﬂ; 3 One of the first issuee that had "to-be resolve in the i

,,,,,

hed tuo-exhibitione for.oirculation--one that was eent to Japan and

'7*;::*'eonsisting primarily of bronzes and the one that was sent to London h ::;;“'

. Under the burden-d” =

many requests for that exhibit&on, hOwever tne [f

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

A



! ._"Chinese began in late 19?2 to suggest some alternatives : By Yovember, fkii?

]

5 ‘China Was' becoming evasive about its prior commitment - A representative '“j

L)

.'f.of the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs told the Canadiah Ambaseadorll K"

that the Chinese had ‘not decided 1f Canada would definitely be included

E ‘among the nations to host this exhibition 45 The exhibition uas already :

'slated to be 1n Paris and London for two to three mpnths each and '

\

‘;with other commitments in Europe the Chinese ‘were concerned about this

f'collection being abroad for qver a year u§ The Canadian Ambasaador

‘‘‘‘‘

3 reminded the Chinese of Canadian 1nterest in Chinese history. but the ; L

Chinese expressed some anxieties over the security of the exhibition

4?

: because of excessive.traDSit This pelite hedging on a direct commitment

"foreshadowed some of the future difficulties.: in, December 19?2 however, JT"

' the Chinese acknouledged that the exhibit would definitely go to, Canada..'

"but the exhibition would have to be . scheduledﬁfgr late 19?b or early '
1975, rather than late 1973 or: eariy 19?h as had been originally

‘suggested‘ua_ The Chinese had now decided to meet some of the additional

[
LR

- European requests with another exhibit rather than prolonging the : ”h1f"

: t European tour of the flying horse and Princess Tou«Han 5 Jade euit

L

In meetings of April 19?3. however the Chinese repeated

5Qb According to the

Aty

' their strong concern for the security of the artifacts.
=:Chihese the artifacts had been subjected to undue Hear. with frequent

o packings and unpackings. Although the Chinese seemed to be willing

_.gftg piacete Canadian requests for the first North American showing, ;; fj {fﬁ;?

T S . T ..

Q;before any exhib in the United States.slthey could not reassure Canada
of | its original ice oi‘ exhibitions., In August 19?3, the Chinese

e ssked Ga.nada to cbnsider an exhibition that was. sent to- Japan 5 Th:l.e

."a

a L
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Ty alternative exhibltion has said to contain a Jade-suit and some 1tems ]'.
Uffffracently excavated at Ma Hengdui 1n Hunan 53 Canada expressed dis-u

'appointment but felt the choice of which exhibition Hould be made by :
p'the Chinese. '.::_. f'n?:'f'f_i .'{H‘x;ei;_:‘[r‘“_hl”.rylg':.;' .55
E,'if“;'”~ By now, however. the Americans became a factor. The Chinese‘:"

1 \

had approached the Americans with a choice of the Tokyo exhibit for

the fall of 1974 or the European exhibit for early-19?5 5 ¢ Arcording

-
Y

to a Canadisn report on the negotiations betueen the Americans and the_f'

o Chineee the,Americans 1ndicated a preference for the quality of the :1I:
European exhibition (Curiously, the Americans ﬁere also informed the"'ll
European exh;bitioq uould heve to be returned to China for 1nspection

¥

i; before cOmmencing a North American tour )55 The Canadian negotiators 1

. were Ieft to conclude that the._.' ;h:r:’f'n.-:_h”; i _;_p“:; , ‘ .
) By ] \\, N R
N o ™ _,,..m,g¢.0h1nese are stalling .on msking firm propoeal

BRI -3 il Américans’ have replied. ' While we will
rst ggoice -of exhibit nill appargntly

.'\r ,7-'_ ‘""-"‘\'v'\_--'l,_n. },\ i _-_ _--I.-'<'I v £ L Nk

;Jl.; This desire to cater to tna Americans uas ratner irksome to Canada
b i sl 5N ﬁ‘“-‘-'

because there ﬂere still no f%\l diplomatio relatione between the

U S a.nd Chlna.. .The effort.. ho‘kever,umey have been made for t.het msqn S
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i ' . ) - 1}-‘6’*‘
2 'and a financial standpoint "Neverthelees although the Americans chosé‘
"h "European Collection,"'they felt they could prees for more from
: -the Chinese. Because of the Iateneee of the U.S5:° showinge the Amerieane
planned to request the exhibition "be augmented by the best 1teme 1n the
"\\1,."' '
Tokyo collection and’ priceless obgecte knoun by the Freyer(sic) gallery

21 to be 1n China."58 The Americane hoped to ehow the exhibition 1n three:

,.. n ) E El 4
e Fcitiee with: the American premiere at the National Gallerv 1n Hashington,59:[”1

. [N

Although the, Chinese tried earlier to promote the cholce;of the Japanese r

'exhibition by Canada they later expresSed their "pleasure“ and agreement ;ﬂr'

g with the American preferenCe for the European expibit Q One can qot =
- - help but sense that regardless of the mqtivee the Chinese employed a . B

r double etandard in. the negotiations _
| A;ong Hith determining which exhibition Canadian negotiatorsls
_were concerned that the exhibition"s firet etop 1n North America should
 be Toronto rather than Haehington Although the uanadians had received e
some confirmation from the Chinese that the exhibition would ‘be held -".
_'1n Canada first, contradictione.on other issues made the Canadians'.
jseek explicit reaeeﬁrancee.. The opening of the exhibition at the Royal A
;'Ontario Museum before any opening 1n the Eastern United States was not
d:just a matter o} national pride; 1t was an’ economic neceeeity. Indeed
| \‘. y vieitore to the exhihition in Canada woulcl eome from the Eaetern%" ' 35

{”KUnited Statee Prbfits uould go to the' museum and to Toronto. Thus.

“wbeing first on the North Amer_can 1t1nerary and the. length of allotted

';exhibition time became 1seuee of prime 1mportancelto the exhibf’ion ‘,5;J5

T W T -.\-1

L3 ere’at the Boyal 0ntario Museum

; x

h\

*;.f s Along nith try r
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'
briefléiaerovelto have ; second Canadian it naneiy Vancouvef
becau;é'ﬁf 1ts large Chinese community, 1ncluded.on the tg@rlitinerary.él
Inetead during a meeting in early April betueen Canadian Ambassador
Small and’ the Ministry of Foreign Affa.im's Deputy Head 'of the‘Information .
Department, Madame Chang'Ying.only confirmedhthat the exhibdition woulq.
‘be'aenttko Canada 62 Issues bécame more:complicated nhen sne nofed |

that there had not been a decision whether the "exhibition would travel
£

"first to Canada or the U.S.A, “63 The ‘concerns for the security of the 5
“artifacts Were mentioned to discourage the _request for a second Canadian
showing. The exhioition policy was outlined'asz

. . . one city per.country. . .because Chinese °
archaeological authorities were concerned for
s ' the survival of exhibits in good condition.
; . These were priceless and authorities wished .
e . to reduce minimum number of times, ﬁ;hibit would
' ' be packed, unpacked shipped etc .

Chang Ying, howevenxkagreed to submit Canada s requests for precedence

'“ ;h}

over the United States, and a’ eecond Canaﬁian showing but she ' '

g . . .Was not hopeful early answer would be
' forthcoming because Ministry of Foreign Affalrs = 6% .
(was) only one of those 1nvolved in decision making )

She also remained non- commital on the Canadian request “for an extension

1

1n exhibit time, but as ambassador Small noted she

_.' ) _;‘b ©'. . .appedred to gszept need (which I had pue at .
i four months per cit§) for fairly lengthy period
S ~ to recoup costs, she personally seemed impressed =~
o % 1 with argument that Secretary -of. State. for External
R Affairs’ agregment with Chi’ Peng~Feé todk precedénce
g over. SubsequenteKissinger raquest 6 .

In the absence of guaranteee. Small recommended that Ottada make glibfu:-'

67 e

“high level pitch in Ottawa“ to the Chinese AmbaSsador, since a

<--., I

'"decision in Canada s favour"6 remaineﬁ#douh : Aqeording Eo,Smaii,_h
: J’_ 5 Wl F ’: B st E O > “ ’

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



48

-

the possibility of a second Canadian showing was

.even less likely, though size of U. S A.
and Canada and fact that their Pacific coasts
are en route home might persuade them to relent -
on what up to now has been firm principlg of
exhiblting in only_one cilty per country.

In splte of the stipulation of one'city per country and concerns about

:

the fragility‘of the artifaotay the Americans did manage later to'hava,
. the same exhibition”in ihreo AmeTican cities-~ﬂéoaington, KansaaICity
'ond San Francisco. Tous the potential for'the'politioal dividends of”

1mproved Sino American relations, as a result of the. exhibition seemod

to fortify the artifaots and allow for other exoeptions to the rules.
b

Consequently, Canadian negotioiors had to compete tb a certaln dogree
to obtain some firm commitments from the Chinese about the exhibition'
Canada's -official recognition of the Poople's Republfo of Chlna paid

some dividends, when in May 1973, the Chinese Foreiganiﬁister, Mr'

J ' ’ ¢ it ]
' % : . /—\“ ¥

. .confirmed Bxhibition would be mounted in

Canada before U.S.A. since of cour§5 we have
full diplomatic relations, . .

—_— f “t

M

Chiag Kuan-hua: - f

) ﬁesides dealing with the unexpected complioation of'uhere"
"and whigh exhibition would be held, Canada also, pressed for an extension
E of the exhibition s stay. When the exhibitlon was sent to London and

Paris, both oities were allotted four months of exhibition time to
rrooover their ooots. The time proposed for Canada was’ reduced to
fhree:months 7

Canadian officials were also conperned beoause of the financial

Ottawa felt this proposal was discriminatory but

.

;“considerations for the Royal Oﬂiario Museum The time limitation :

prompted Canada to drop the requeatwfor a second showing in Vancouver

'
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‘begause tne Chinese 1nd1cated that no- extra time'would be allotted for

a sécond vieit‘?z Canada had tg pay a price for' the North. American

B -

premtage | Perhapa Caﬂada could have pressed for a eecOnd Canadian
showing, if Canadiap. otiators oad entered.into a cost sharing;
' agreement for transportat n with the United States.T One' can onlf.' A

e
o

. speculate whether such arrangemente'would;have‘cost Canada ‘the premiere. £

Tiﬁihg was alsg;a problem for Sweden. tﬁe host country.-
immediately pricr to Canada The Swedee were surprised by the Chinese -
decision to llmit the length of exhibition time In June 19?3,

Swedea were h0p1ng to make arrangements for a four month stay Their

primary concern was re—arranging the schedule to’ counter any loss of

f

" revenue due to summer vacaticns 72 - By October 19?3, however.'the -

Chineec were determined to limit the exhibition time ‘both for Sweden h
£ .

and Austria. The 1ength of the exhibition time was correlated with

transportation costs. Hhen the Swedes argued they should have the '

) :

same time as th French and tbe British the Chinese countered with he
argument = : "I_ T o &8 .

| . . .that the French ahd British have allowed .
a longer run’ because. they had to bear a heavier !
traneportation cost, . %

Coneequently Canadian negotiatcrs in Peking preesed for more exhibition
time “on grounds of the tranepcrt coéte" tc cross the Atlantic ?5

Hhen Canada propcsed this transportation cost a.rg\.ment. the Chinese

replied a twenty day exteneion Hould be "very difficult."?6  Canada s

transportation costs were not exactly comparable with thcse of the

1

British and the_Frqnch, )
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British and French had to transport Peking- . 3
' 'Paris-London’ whicH tetalled 10,000 miles : L oy
or 5,000 miles each. Canada would have to UE
.. transport exhibition from Stockholm to :Toronto 7 oy g
. which thnese estimgted to be only. b’ﬁﬁo miles. HE T e MY

Final Chinese obgections to time e tensions appesr ‘to. have been based

for too long "79 In the end the Can .ian side obtained a short extension £

80
‘of ten days but only when the GhineSE\:cre pressing for an agreément

4 . 1 .
TR | 3 .,

oy _
The In&emnitx v & B T, o N ‘,: ' AN A | I -‘A.lf
' \ . H 1 i 5 I"- o i ' Bl .. I Py ' i1 s I _.‘ ¥

Another magor issue 1n negctﬁations was the indemnity required

'
-

_ to guarantee the security of the artifact& Anticles covering the g

' security of the artifacts were in both agreements that everv country

signed for the exhibition s with other matters, Caneda AFET upon '

-
"
+ t

the experiences of other nations 1n order to prepare 1ts own’ prOposels
g i

Estimating the value of irreplaceable artifacts was difflcult and the
Chinese proposed various figures ranging from fifty million to one . :

.hundred million yuan ($25-$50 million Canadisn) to different host nations,BI.“

: Every nation <ound the valuation figure quite staggering especiallj
when trying to ébtain adequate insnrance ccverage or in considering
','a government indemnity .. _ .
| As the first host - of the exhibition. the French were the o l..;h(\

first to cope with indemnity and security issuee. The French found the

Chineee terms quite rigid. — "draOOnian "82-

Specifically the
French hsd to accept responsibillty for the costs of tranSport insurance anﬂr'
indemnification from the time the exhibit 1eft Peking Hntil 1t left Paris
for the next destlnaticn..3 Additional ccsts to be paid by the French E

._‘ covered the mounting of the exhibition.e% Finally, the French '

)
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had to provide the Chinese side with "an account of security arrangements"

-

“for'the exhibition-and the Chinese reserved the final right of approval'.85

These conditions had to be met before any further negotiations could ';~5
\‘\ ¢ N )
‘take piace Althcugh the terms must have been accepted the Chinese

side later expreesed dissatisfaction with many aspects of their ex- .

hibition in Par%s.aﬁ B v . | . : :

S

The British co—sponsored ‘along with the French the trans-

- portetion of the exhibition on the first leg of 1its tour 8‘?‘-In the

French case, the state totally financed the exhibition. In the Brftish
. * 1 . ¥ 3 . -
case, the British government assumed the costs of the indemnity while

the exhibition sponsors, The Times.Group, covered the costs 'of trans-
- 1

.fﬂ'porta.tion.88 -The 'British were also able tb negotiate with the Chinese

e
b

on the v‘aiuation figu.re by lowering the figure from £ifty million
pounds to ten million pounds. 89~ There were some complications in the ° -
British negotiations with the Chinese concerning the indemnity and the
British apparently strove to obtain an agreement to reoiprocit; 90

The major complication concerning the indemnity appeared to be,in the | "

: translstion and interpretation of the terms of’ insurance.'\The British,

o gm0 » :\- I 3 ) i
found: i R 4 - - A
.'r ] -' L

O .the Chinese had 1ittle.understanding of nuance.
. and termirology particularly relating to 1nsurance.. i
- It took sevéral weeks of protracted and difficult . .- . .-
debate with the Chinese ‘before a text in Englishgfhat
,was acceptable to both sides was concluded upon.

N

In the final anelysis. the terms of responsibility were quite specific
according to the circumstances of loss or damage-' E. w g . _uy:

iy a0 e, ain the event of total loss of all the items g _':!j
SEBE - through natural disaster. -g. an aeroplane crash,- l.f e
¥ the Chinese uill be responsible for 50% of the 1053 o

i .
-4 . ! Vs 5 2
v 2

e
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and the Covernment under whose charge the
exhibition 4is at such time will be responslbie
‘for the other 50%. .The ‘Government in charge
, of the exhibition is responsible for dam e or

4 . loss to each individual item up to 100%

- The Austrians were given a valuation figure of . 100 million.

Yuan 93 Similar to other host countries, the Austrians found the

L

valuation quite high ‘and hoped to .be able to nesotiﬁte a. reduction B,
| Sl
]

in order to reduce’ insurance costs The Austrians also considered

e

approaching the British and the French on a cost sharing arrangmeux

é '3on transpbrt insurance and_the ca%alogue 25 Eventually, the Austrian .
government decided to acc;pt the rlsk of guaranteeing the exhibit
e thereby avoiding the exPense'of the insurance\premium 9? This decision
: ¢ L may hsve been prompted to some degree by the competition from the Danes..._u
‘who also hoped to*host thé exhibition 9?. The representatives of the ﬁf

Pe0ple s Hepublic of China wanted prompt "and satisfactory assufances

98" o

on: insurance, shipping "and handling" of the exhibition

A

* ' © For the Swedes, the’ indemnity required'an amendment to their

laws 'for insuring'the property of another.country Usually. the Swedish-

e & government would have taken out an’ 1nsurance policy to cover the risks.

o

but‘as in the Austrian ease. the unueually high premium prompted ‘the

ol Swedes to 0pt for gua:anteeing the 1ndemﬁity Q@ This approach to the:

o

g indemnity was ﬁot antieipated in the existing 1ega1 apparatus oﬁ Sweden,

_ consequently. the Swedes decided to amend the legislation to acoommodatei

the situe.t.ion' 0P = g o 'j'_;_.;- mugy ey mEg e e,

-

Eh 5 -

& 5 By aequiring this background information .on other nation e }’” :
experiences. the Canadian side knew more of nhat to expect in- their

_'_onn negotia.tions. Drawing upon F‘rench and British experience. negotiators

,‘ .‘-

o A pet o 5, 4
. oy = A
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in Ottaua were‘not oerte.in thet ‘t'he"' Ca.nedia.n government wo'u‘ld be able

o
to eccept a.ll of the Chinese conditions for the exhibition (_}-1 :}T_‘h_e_

Canedien government considered the matter oarefully from . all the' finencial
and legel standpoints. as expressed by External Affairs, the Juetice -
Department the Treasury Board and the Royal Ontario Museum The
' -Chinese side eet a value of fifty million dollars on the exhibitiom
.i for which the Royal Onterio Museum was quoted a premium price of
350 000 dollere for an all risk 1nsurance policy 2_ of oourSe the
: Museum needed some assistance from the Canedien government in order to
‘sponeor the exhibition. The Canadian side had to explore the existing
".; legal policies to sapport suoh an indemnity or to provide adequate
?Qinsurance. Since the Chinese considered the exhibition to be the result
o ;.r éf a government to government agreement thqroonsidered the host .
i governmente to be the prime agents responsible for the eecurity of ‘the
artifects. Hith thie position in mind the Canadian side felt it was :

necessa:ry to reooneider the government’e poeition sinoe a.ny insura.noe

pOliC}' would be unli]-:ei!.],r to provide full recompenee in the eveht of .

i
]

- .any, 1038. T ol
In vien of this we consider tha.t it would be

- -.essentia.l that some form of legislative becking

i.e. a. pa.rlia.mentary vote in the estimates,

S fshould be. obtained to coyer this potent*_ily . B s

Spate woan e 'very la.rgei gna.d.ia.n government undertdking o o, w0 gl
. "'.-‘_-inde;mify . o N

-"Hekdlees\ of the mea;ns of ooverage, t.he Cana.dian government had to’
e : _-.-?._'rbe prepared “to guara.ntee the collection at the veluation fixed by -

"the Ghinese.'.'_,_l?bi Consultations a.mong the conoerned government depe.rt- :

: ments Pmposed several possibilities of dealing uith the issue.‘_ The n\ .

, 531 &dvisory DiViSiOW S“SSested tmo altema.tives—-either to accept

et
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responsibility or, to take out an all risk insurance policy 5 In' the
i opinion of the AdviSory Division aid International Law seotion; the

‘use of an all risk insurance policy was preferable to a government C

o .
) ‘&ndemnity.loéi "y
KA 4

s
]
'

W

jr"'. Insurance wﬁS‘costly although it offered the most secure
e . o .

opticn Iinancially. L _-‘Ji,”.)-- e ® % 8 '
A 5 o

© . The premium, an unconfirmed $200, 000 is high and
. . .« funds for this purpose Would have to ‘be requested _
T el Wt .. from Treasury Board. Nevertheless if one of the e
s Py ‘' carriers were to crash the Federal Government .
-, would have incurred a 1lability to the People's: 'h -
' Republic of China of $12,500,000. - The crash’ OfIO?
both planes uould obviously double this amOunt

it The Canadian side wanted to resolve the indemnity issue befqre the

 Prinme Hinister s trip to China in October 1973.-1n oase‘there—was to

be a confirmation of. the exhibition during his visit’loa 'Ks time

\

Was shért the Secretary of State urged the Treasuny Board to secure _
~ the exhi‘bition.__og | ELI AR TL A N
There remained some deubts whether.the issue should have
neen decided'in Parliament This concern grew out of a. belief that

.'existing administrative machinery could not oope with the demands of ; ﬁjl

the ind.emnity.-110 As a result.. he Department of Finance reOOmmended o

~an arrangement to avoid obtaining Parliamentary approval

ok 'the most_expeditious manner of. handling the
matter would be to obtain Cabinet dpproval. to enter o w
into an agreement. with the People s Republic of China ~'°
o toh inter alia, indemnify that country against 1033"or= i R
_ "damage to the.exhibits, If necessary Parliamenthry
. approval for Eirment could be obtained if such should
;be requireda“ . T .!

; -":. . ; St mdn LRTE S
p N o ST
.

The Treasury Board finally 0pted for the- purchase of insurance

according to the fbllouing conditions: ‘?i;jeu_f;}arf;,ffjfti ;;"“

N cEEE Maw e GlEasiden
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(a) the Hpnourable the Secretary of State for External
Affairs be authorized to give the necessary . assurance
. of indemnity to the Chinese Government; -
(b) . such assurarnce be provided:' by the purchase oﬂ v
© "natl to nail' insurance at.a cost not to exceed $200,Q00;
{c) - the Chinese Government be invited to select the
S insurance company or at ledst concur in the selection- and
¥ (d) the Department of External.Affairs make every -
Yo effort to have the Royal Ontario Museum reimburse the
, .deeral Government for the cost of insurance for f?ﬁ
.Iperiod during uhich the oollection 1s at the ROM.

In due course, the ekhibition took place without incident uhich Was.

Jparticularly fcrtunate since the exhibiticn was not insured frcm "the

; time the wheels started to move cn the Toronun tarmac until the aircraft

reached American airspace.”ll? Admittedlnyit was’ cnly uninsured for A

about ten to fifteen minutes but in the light of all the other efforts

‘to secure the exhibition,.it seemed to be an unnecessary risk:_ .
3 : , '. 3 . i ) ' @.I‘

Exhibition Format

A further issue jor negotiaticﬁﬁnas the format of the exhibition.

_Both Canadian government and museum officials dren upon the experiences
of other countries to plan thelr strategy for negotiating a fcrmat fcr

-

rthe exhibit.. Meny of the problems in the negotiations anﬂ arrangements
}"' f'fcr the exhibition in Canada stemmed from Ghina s ideolog}ﬁﬂﬁ.dfkficulties '
;snd dissatisfaction'with the presentations in other oguntries. Chinese

"I-'

'?f _diseatisfection uith the London exhibit became a case. in point. Thus.

'.jfair orhnot Canada was pre-Judged on the basis cf precedents set by
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museum-presentation and finally'the catalogue":The official title .
»
for the exhibitien became the first contentious'lssue The British

" had entitled,xhe exhibition-—The Genius of China~-the title also used

""_for t e official scuvenir catalogue The Chinese took ekception tq the"

‘_word "Cen us"llg——as in innate genius-—since it was taken to refer to;J

‘Lin Plao, a forme& minister of defenseland former designated sucdgssor
‘to. Chairman Mao, subsequently labeled a capitalist in Hsinhua articles
:;criticizing Lin Piao and Confucius o During the anti-Confucius anti f
-Lin Piao Campaigns that began in late 19?3 and continued into 1974 ‘the.
factions of radicals and revisiqnists engaged in a bitter ideological

s_trugg{le‘... that .Iaffected"bothlchina’s 1nternal policies-'and cm-na'-s 2

] S

_external relations The word “genius" recalled the pouer{and influence

and smacked of A

-

of the schclarly ruling class in traditional Chin

‘.revisicnism.l Many of China's scholars were sent fout to the countryside.f‘:'
during the Cultural Hevolution to engage in man al labor in order to

'counter any possible resurgence of elitism. hus. "genius" aggravated

scme of the contradictory tensions of ommunist society inheriting _
the cultural legacy of China’ s ruling dynasties. Officially. for the P
fChinese government the exhibit s artifacts.represented the artistry .;f d:;t
,and skill of the ucrking classes throughodt China 8 history The 1ayout :?-1'
.of the exhibition was intended to convey the development of . China 's .i"r.:
Il society in terms that would instruct the audience that China s peak
of social and cultural development had come under the Communist system r?};{;
C"According to the Chinese, the British titf?udrd not convey the appropriate. .l

'f“interpretation of China's past
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:'Chinese gissatisfsction onuthis'ﬁoint‘surfaced in demands

for revieions'in sn'sequent agrBEments Striking differenCES can be

' ‘noted upon a comperison of the different wordings of Article I of the

V”Inter-agency Agreements Sharing a eimilar wording. the British French
' -
':and Suedish texts allowed for considerable liberty in the arrangement

' of the exhibition. The British text states the British side would "give

.all dqe consideration to the views of the Chinese side as to* the

160

arrangement of the Exhibition ; The draft presented to Canada by

'the-Chinese was much more specific and inflexible Pr0posed revisions ‘
to Article I specified that the Ganadians "shail ‘not make any changes

"in the names of exhibits, charts, captions and order of display prescribed '

"

by the Ghinese.
o OO
‘in terminology"

ide;";;a' According to Ganadian officials this "escalation
11. s the result of the Chinese experience with the .

-British exhibitors J In London the eihibition was 1in the hands of Y

\'|.

-private crgsnisers, who entitled the exhibition “The Genius of China"-

-ﬁand 1a1s out the exhibition aocording to the’ specifications of their

A\.‘

own designer._,jf9 In wieh of the Chinese reaction. the British were

concerned abqut the pOSsibility that China would exercise fuli powers

I Len
L5 R Sk x

of reciprocitg by'giving a British exhibit "tit for tat treatment" by

decribing it “in terme moxe ideologically-pleasing to" the Chinese.

6

Nevertheless China s negative experience tended to*affect their

dissatisfaction uith the British presentation also prompted the Chinese :'

.

tolput ”verything in writing concerning the exhibition. thereby allowingjs

Z 1itt1e'1eeway of interpretation for the subsequent exhibitors.lzg

,Gansdian:'fforts to argu"*for revisions only brought out ff:T
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more of China s obJectiOns to jo) vious agreements and preeentations

In particular. China s negati impreeeione of the Britieh interpretation

of the exhibition were frequently reiterated Canada, therefore, tried

for the Swedish formula which etated: "nlll give the highest consideration o

to the vieh's of the Chineae "12"1 These effcrts by the Cana.dian side E

*

were, prompted out of consideration of the benefite for the Canadian f:., o
] exhibitors and, curiously. for the United Statee+ The Q S. Embaeey

b : i
An Ottawa was hoping the Canadians Hould not accept a, mcreistringent By

N

Hording since it would eet ‘an even more awkward precedent f&r U 5
negotiations on the agreements that were still to come To athieve -:

more leverage the Canadian negotamore inetructed by Ottawa to remind

=

the Chinese of the potential effecte of reciprocity on’ the propoeed

Canadian Landscape Exhibition that was to vieit China Through these ot T Tl
- ‘: .. '. .. 3 ’
efforts Canada hoped to obtain for the Royal Ontario Mueeum some eense e
o cf security that their arrangement of the exhibition Hould notlbe _
eubJected to. a Chineee Veto. @ ‘;-g;r i : & CE

The Royal Ontario Mueeum wanted eeme flexibility to ensure

—t

L the creation and promotion of a marketable exhibition Although the

exhibition s artifacts could have drawn an audience on their oun merits
alone, the_packaging of the exhibit to euit western taetee probably |

.L:} helped to draw even 1arser crowds. Thus. the Royal Ontario Mueeum '!?ifi;i{

.x,, i

strove to creaie'an exhibition'iayout that would appeal 10" Canadian

]" tastee as well as satisfy the ideolosical standards of the Chinese.

,,s-‘

To thie end an alternative title, partially based on one ueed by Heia"o:i}f;5f

_Nai in the Chineee publication, China Reconstructe. was proposed- ! Tf;~iftfﬁ
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2 ;."wx_;' ': canadian negotiators in Peking doubted that much flex%@&lity 5 :.
[ could be obtained 1n Article I of the Interagency Agreement beceusa~% ﬁﬁdKVEv
; : 0 '.‘.-\L-I
bf the 1mpressions creexed by the London‘exhibition 12““ As a reSulp‘ j_LtJJ
: N 0 “."_.1 “'\
. they recommended the following compromise hordingq :ff ffﬁ’:”h___“‘ﬂ7\f‘ .V;'j
-l'ﬂ:j .“-ef']7‘t-, The Canadian side shall not. make any ohanges ‘f ﬁ'ilfaf‘{-d'
- L ; ‘in names and order ?g dieplay prescribed by .‘-.» o BFele
Ghinese side 5 : ,__;[_1 :_"':‘-}- .

The Chinese were determined that the probleme with the London exhibition' ﬂ-l

P L

,g" would not have an OPPOrtunity to recur This etance unfortunately cast ;1{u

)
“ R \.\
’ i.‘l . i

» S

aspersions upon both ‘the professional capacity of the Royal Ontario

) Mﬁseum end the integrity of the Canadian government The pOSition :_:;5&23\
put considerable strain npon diplomatic relations. lNeveFeheless the ;a?-;ﬂﬁ

e § Chinese refused ;o accept Canadian protests‘about being judged U}, x:fnﬁfﬁ}{if
and penalized for the mistakes made 1n another country ‘},dl““zl;:“;;{ 7t;{.{

{ e  ;‘., Chinese concerns with all aspects‘of the museum presentation “';:

came out as discussions continued between the Canadian andnchinese \1‘3’

I o A . i A
perties. Ihe Royel OntarioHMUSeum appeared to he qeite uilling to Be ¥ @ty

Py

comply with mpst of the Chinese requeste, with their assurances bo

preserve the "information content" of the maps end charts 126 The Hogh

r : \ g

Royal Ontario Museum ver. wanted to retain some leeway in the

agreenents to allow them t° make 3t?lis;ic improvements on the R
presentation. by USiHS their Oﬂn.graphics format ineteadlof fhe material
provided by the Chinese.; 7 Nevertheless, becaus6 of the ﬁéea %or f:! fE:};
1eed~1n time, a museum official stated the Museum could not “accept '?;,%?};
position of ultimate Cbinese veto rig‘hts'on question of yaphh‘ics' .‘_: 4 Nt

128 <

form a.nd content,-_- To prev ent a.ny d 1spute. the Roya,l Onta.r:lo Mu:seu:m , _‘:
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' publicafiéns 1?9 The Chinese COnsistently relterated a concern that any -
' fliﬁapility uould allow for another situation to develop like the

London;exhibit o
The confueion cf the negotiations Has only exacerbated by

the conflicting viewpoints of the Chinese themselves. as 1lluetrated

* by diacuesiens about the grephica accompanying the exhibit 'The

Hoyal Ontario Museum Hantedﬂto make their,oun graphics based on the
l .

Chinese Specificallyr the Oanadian eide H&S concerned that this

v
’
v . <) l’.

5-,slight alteration might be mis—interpreted They took the position

¢ |+|

thaf there Was -a connection Hith,&r$101e I on presentatlon.lbut

diScussions on this point broke eff with an "agreement to disagree o,
. '“|f &
to the relevance of supplemenﬁary graphib ﬂ&tgrial ‘to the presé'Taticn

o _of the exhibitiorn' "130

Canadian concerna about ;hese finer points of 1nte:pretation
.hf were supported later wﬁen the erut&*ﬂeai of the Chinese Ministry

1 ! wf

\, ' .

4 5 of Foreign Affairs stressed»th?\berme of Article I He particularly
'“'_emphaeized the t;tle could npﬂ he\changed 31 The benchmark ‘of thesenu-

B discussions was the British qxpErience-and ¢he thnese decided to

push a revised wording of Artiqle Ile“ehall not make any changes in 3

\ L]

the naﬂe of the exhibition,.oharte”eaih all subseq%ent negotiationesl
132 0 v I "

such as’ those with the Remaniene The Canadians rpsgonded by

streseing the¢ unlike Bri{ain. Caneda was trying to avoid such mls-' ¥

i N

8 } understandings by informing the Chﬂnese of presentation|plane before ;f”ff;f'

N At
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Regardless-of Canadian efforts.torpledge determination té -
" meet the Chinese 1deological standards._the Chinese felt they had to ;

i l

retain the right to veto the exhibition In‘an effort to retain some
- control of the presentation and to quell the‘Chinese threat to veto
the Canadian verdion of the exhibif!on. Canada s Externel Affairs
“ Department suggested raising the iesue of reciprocity 1f necessary
and to tlaim the right to vets the Chinese presentation\of the futune
.Canadlan Landscaps painting exhibition in China 135 Although the
R.O.M. presented much of their exhibition plans before the signing:
of the agreements, it was apparent that some 1eenay or understanding :
was feeded concerning the presentation The guality of the presentatlpnl'
in all its aspects, was the responsibility of the host institutiou
Thus both the reputation and integrity of the museum wae at Stake.
The Hoyal Ontario Museum needed some firm assurance thét the exhibition
nould be held td® guarantee their already sizeable inve;tment in the .
projsct The request was reasonable, sinoe the ﬂoyal Ontario Museum.
a profeesional institution made every effort’ to- accommodate both
. the ideologioex\and historical yiewpoints of the Chinese 136‘
Canadian efforts to amend the proposed Hording of Article
fI o{vthe inter-agenoy agreement were prodigious _ NeVertheless as
l the struggle cegtinued Chinese resolution to retain the wording
remained firm. Canada's External Affairs instructed Canadian officials
in. Peking to refuse to accept the application of the new uording ‘that .
was deveIOped for the alternative exhibition that was going to Romenia

bl

We continue to consi 'that Canads can not

4 P accept anything lest ordin d
- - Sw edgs. .y. .&gceptan‘z by Romangang of Cg ese-

C el
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T
Romanian agreement 1e}§§ed to;a separate and

different exhibition ' g

As a final alternative, Canada was to offer:

.the exhibition shall be entitled. . .The:
Exhibition of Archaeologlcal Finds of the People's
Republic of China, . .and the Canadlan side

undertakes to consult’ closely with, and give
'higheet conslideration to VieY§8°f Ohinese side, '
. as'tg Its arrangement :

"

These efforts proved to be of na avall.

" The Chlnese viewpoint on. the wording of Artiole.I'remained
o s
unohanged deepite Canadian - protests of the lack of trust -The

Deputy Direotor of the Chinese Minietry of Foreign Affaire replied

" that «the: .

+ . . .wording had been carefully considered by

Chinese side . and they had decided it would be in

all future agreements on archaeclogical exhibitions,

He apologized, if Canada felt wording indicated lack
of trust. This was certainly not the case. In future’

. all countries would be given same wording in agreements

of archaeclogical exhibitions, Even in Swedish. case,
althcugh Article I has old wording, Chinese sidelged
had a verbal understanding based on new wording

-
[

Thelﬁoyai Ontario Museum maslconcerned about the degree to whicn the

wording of the agreement woold be ‘enforced- and they were partioularly

a

concerned about the threat of a veto over the matter of preeentation 1“9

Indeed the financial commitment made by the. Royal Ontario Nuseum and

Canadian national prestige made the Canadian eide quite Concerned abouf‘m

the threat of veto. Finally. Chinese “insietenee that all decieions and"'
141 '

2

.was proving to be quite awkward in the agreemente for the exhibition.

' queetions of disagreement be referred te Peking at every\etage -

Theee ooneerne about the veto were not unjuetified . Iy

subeequent meetings, the Ghineee became eyen more . emphatio about

o
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: thie iseue in terme of irticle I affecting the preeentation
Title cannot be changed Information ‘on’ charte
.cannot be changed. -Introduction to each part
, ‘ .of .exhibition cannot be changed. We have arranged,
"' 4+ 'exhibit according to the development of our history.
' If you make a mistake in order, then you will create
dieorder.

Other mattere relating to preeentation are !
technical matters, ‘they ‘should ‘be in harmony with
content of exhibitisén. I believe Canadian experts
and personnel concerned can do 1t well in 'my opinion
our Embassy in Ottawa' can solve any questions which
might arise. Only in very rare. i&ﬁee Would they

eed to refer matters to, Peking. .

' Because of the veto threat the Royal Ontario Museum, remained concerned ..
habout Chineee acceptance of any technioel edjustments ‘to the, exhibition s
'presentetion The Chinese concern with harmony is a goal of traditional

. Chinesé philosophy. however in thie oaee, the Chinese were interested
in demonetrating thet their ourrent'ideology wae the losioal outcome

qlpf China s past.h This objective had not been attained in the British
'exhibition The ooncern at home in China with China s image abroad
aleo prompted the implementation of a neu agreement for the exhibition ;

I.Ehe "radicale" within China 5 leaderehip demanded the Marxist inter—-

..gretetion of.the traditional hietory of China be oleerly presented
Ganada e aooeptaﬂbe of theee new terms was reluetnnt and conditional 143

iCenade requeeted thet eny problems, with few exceptione, enoountered

:_in ‘the. poet agreement period be deaIt with quickly in Ottawa._ In an
effort to’ reeesure ‘the canaeian side, the Ghineee Foreign office repeated
thet probleme could be referred to the Embeeey in- Ottawa or to the : -

;Chineee ecoompanying the exhibition or to Peking where there uoeld be :f,

144' K e

a quick reeponse, Unﬁortunately, the oonoerned partiee in China .

A

~did not want to take eny finai rbeponeibility and the Embeesy etaff

® &

..': , . oo e .. Sk
s T B

T 1

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



‘l..-.w i i .‘~:‘ s ‘- ‘. . I‘..\ n

" :
v |

- were unable to make eny final deoisions Although the Chlnese were

dissatisfied they Here not alwaye speoifio 1n their criticisms until

it Was too late to deel with them effectively P

Thus as this diecusslon has lllustrated a&d as Will be
expanded in a 'later chapter. China s 1nternal politics influenced the'

terms of1reh:1nternationa1 agreements The heeltation and reluctance

-of Chinese officials however to Ldentify all the epecific problems

prompting their orlticiems only created more tensions.‘ This 1ndecislon

¥

. also indicated the degree of controverey uithin China about ideold&ical

questions_ The officials 1n Foreign Affairs uere not in charge of

, . -
' cultural po11oy .The old lines Were 1ncorrect but no one could

identify ‘the correct new. line o the Canada Ch{ﬁa negotiatione
the most difficult 1ssue to be resolved wae the text of the catalogue,

~as the following chapter will indicate
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NOTES - 6? )
n, "
e :The Department of External’ Affairs Historical Division, Archeo- ..
P.R.C. 67-7 Vol.1, Telegram from Paris’ 3121, to External Affairs .
. Ottawa, September 12, 1973. .
- The French agreements with China differed from the format of the. .
rest since the Sino-French agreements consisted of three accords:
‘ “A) D'abord un accord de gouvernement 3 gouvernement signé
-par Laurent d'une part et par L' ambassadeur Chiqois
~ Paris de l'epoque d'autre part. -
# B) Ensulte un accord entre 1'assoclation Fran aise d° Actlon
Artistique (que dirige Burgaud) et le Musfe du Palsis(sic)
. de Pekin signé par Burgaud et le directeur de ce muske,
C) Enfin un.cit(ic) protocde fincit(sic) entre 1'association
Frangaise d'Action Artistique et le Comité Chinols competent
\ : en la matidre. . . e .
P Translation: - : b T -
"L . . A) To begin with a government tp, government agreement signed
‘7. .. _on one part by Laurent and one the other part by the
" .. . Chinese Ambassador to Paris.
B) Then, an agreement between the French Association of
L Artistic Action (that directed Burgaud) and the:Palace
"> . Museum of Peking signed by Burgaud and the director of
' “this ‘museum.
C) Finally a summons of protocol agreed upon between the
French Assoclation of Artistic Actlon and the Chinese:
Committee,'exgert in the matter. » : .

’..-—-f .

& Ibid. Telegram from The Canadian Embessy, Peking ‘to the Undersecretary

" of State for External Affairs, Ottawa, March 1, 1973.
Each agreement covered different aspects as was stated in information
forwarded to Ottawa: .
The 1nter-governmental agreement set out. the broad principles
and the 1nter-agency agreement covered the technical details.

3 The Great Chineee Art Exhibition was held at the Royal Academy in'
_ Lordon - from November 28 to March 7, 1935-36. The exhibition collection
drew ‘upon many sources of Chinese artifacts from China. 2,
Americe. Japan and .several European countries.¥ (The Illustrated
‘London was, November 23,1935, p-945), as well as the Queen’ s own: .
S collection of-Ghinese materials, The Chinese contribution corsisted -
of-a ", . slarge and preoioue collection of Imperial treasures :
" from the Forbidden City. lent by the.Chinese Governmentr ._."-(The
LA Illustreted London News, November 30, 1935, p.985).. S
e 'Detaile ‘on this Zondon exhibitIon can te found,in these two ertioles
£ - G.Y. Tseng (Miss),-"Her Majesty's Gracious Loan to the Chinese -
: .-Art Exhibition: Exquisite Carvings in Lacquer and Canton Enamel w
The Illuetrated London Newe, November 23,. 1935, . 945 ' o

_,_-The great Chinese Art Exhibition: A Comprehensive Collection o
.. of 'the Arts of Chine."_ The Illustrated London News. Novemberj:'

T30, 1955, pp.985-99%6.
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This 1Bsue was discussed’ in a book review analyzing “New. Archaeological,.
Finds in China" and “Hisiorical Relles Unearthed in China.® 'The |
article also describes the, manipulation ‘of data to’ eerwe Western .
propaganda purposes:. .
" "Red Guards Burn China s History " It was around 1966~ 6?,
when the cultural revolution An China was'at its peak, that.
Life ‘magazine was able to get -away with printing that sort
of ¢ caption under .a two-page garish colour photograph ‘of a.
pagoda,in China burning down, with a long llne of Red Guards
standihg. in front of 1t. Only the most determined reader
could have be;g expected to notlce that every tenth figure
in the line wa% carrying a pail, and the Red Guards had in ' -
fact formed a bucket brigade to try to put out the fire.". L
from: B, Lorxd, “Let the, Past Serve the Present.“ The Canadian:
.. Forum, September 1974, pp.26-27.. -
Nevertheless. sone destruction .of historical relics did take. place
..8ince Dick Wilson cites the efforts of Chou En-lai to: contain
. some of the. excesses of the Cultural Revolution.

: "“He (Chou En-lai) ordered the saving of historically signif%eant,
temples from destruction by radicals. On the long-distance:
telephone he talked a young zealot. put of destroying the
historic heritage of the garden city of Hangzhou." °

. from: Dick Wilson, Chou The Story of Zhou En-lal lai :
. (London: Hutchinson, 19857__ 2 . ,

e

Al

5 * One of the many eXamples of a Hestsrn source on *this topic io the
arﬁicle by A. Gutkird Bulling, "China. Archaeologioal Excavatlons
-1971." Ms. Bulling also'notes. the contradictions ‘between the -
‘ao ts in Western and Chinese journals. - ke
: When in the’ sPring of 1966 ‘the- People s Republic of China
‘stopped the publication of all arohaeological journals all’
-of us: were inclined to believe that excavations had come—to ,
o a complete stand: still.- -Some’ newspapers even recorded that '
in ‘the course of 'the Cultural Revolution Red Gue:ds had. . e
damaged or even destroyed historicsl buildings or works of -
‘art. Knowing the attitude of the Chinese-government towards
their oultursl heritage I doubted this from the beginning, f}
. all the more so because I. heard that precautions such as the:
«," ckasing of museums ‘or. historical buildings including the
Forbidden City in" Peking had been taken, to prevent damage.
g Reports from China now confirm that nothing of -great’
value had been destroyed and an exhibition held in Peking
_ : ‘in the summer of 1971 in one of the. palaces of the Forbidden
- . City proved that archaeologioal work. has continued all_ .
: - through-ithe Cultural -Revélution up to this very day. R
- 'A. Gutkind Bulling, “China’ Archaeologiohl Exoavations 1966- ol R
fﬁ?gl9?1." _Epggggigg vol, 15, no. - 1, (Fall 1972) p 22 e
. q 'm - ~ ,‘\ B w ; .-",1 e S
The Opium War (1840 1844) ie an’ 111ustrst1on of Ghina s loss of

: 6;
3 sovereignty e foxeignaggression,_ ChaPter 8 of Immanuel c. y. Hﬁ?féo’;*fih
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" ™ text The Riee gg Modern China, describes the progressive weaREning :
' © of China '8 soverelgnty through’ ‘the combination of “internal rebellion
., -and foreignaggreeeion in ‘this period. ‘As a result of the Opium war,
L several western forelgn powers were able to obtain outrageous trade
o - conceeeions through unequal - treaties which routed China s politicai
@ authority I C Y. Hsu sums. up the consequencee of the Wars as A
o AT follows:' * '
oo " The Opium Har fbuched off eXplosive matters Hith far reaching
‘conséquences,, Politically, the cession of Hong Kong gave =
- Britain a foothold in China for further advancement; the
8 1 -apening of the five porte extended foreign, particularly
" : .British,,influence to the entire . Eastern coast of China; and.
o "' ' the'léss'of . . . national righte..‘.-. relegated Ching to a .
iy © '+ Semf-colonial state. Militdrily, permieeion for forelgn -
A gunboats to anchor at)the five ports, a concession later
.extended to- ‘the ‘other. poris opened glong the 'Yangtze Hives. ‘
"enabled foreign warships to -navigate ‘freely and legally in
Chinesé “4nland; waterways, eﬁposing the- interior of the =~ .
M Yo % eountrw ‘mercilessly to alien poﬂers Economically, the fixed -
""" " ~customs tates deprived -China of a protective tariff-and,allowed
an overabundant‘influx of foreign goods, which réduced Chinese’
handicraft’ 1ndustries to penury; causing social unrest and 5 g
rebellion. Socfally, the continuation 'of the.illicit trfaffic ‘.
: . ' deepéned -the opium problem, ‘and the growth of . fereign trade
2y .'in the five ports introduced a new class of Business-entre-
‘.~ -preneursy; sometimes derogatorily called the "eompradore“ ,
-~ '¢lass, who came to wield an 1ncreasing influence in society.
Diplomatieally. China entered into official contdcts with
the Western maritime powers and took the first step in her
gt wm long -journey to membership in’ the -international society
e TR T ‘But the Opium War did not shock the Chinese people into
Gl -,-reeHizing their backwardness. . . .They refused. to acknowledge | .
U g China's military inferiority and political retregressiveness," '
wlyme o m and so allowed- themselves to sleep 'another twenty years.

n?f. The Thiping R olution. 1850 1864 nearly destroyed the Ch ing
;'dynasty s rulsxd%er China. Chapter 10 of Immanuel C.Y. fsu's . s
 The Rise .of Modern China (New!York: Oxford: Univertity Press, 19?5). S,
-analyzee the impac impact of internal rebellions and revolutions upon § R
. China s traditional system of government and society. o 3 Sl

;China s culturel treasures were Subjeéted to the effects of China s,
. pelificai inetability ' The Worst example was. ‘the' destruction. of
. the Yiian Ming Ylian, the sunmer- ‘palace, by Lord Elgin. and his trOOps
‘ 'iat the end of the Anglogfrench war with Chira, " . .¢ S it
"In the settlement: t Peking, Anglo-French frictien érose;over'
.“¥,the French thirst for national ‘glory, in-the .absence of any
' commercial interest in China. while the Britisb negotiator
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(LordrElgin) had to restrain 'also the expansionist demands - -
~ of the "old China hands." -But when the chief. Br;tisp negotiato* 2
was seized while under a flag of true and. some twenty men ;
in his party were: executed,before he was released, Elgin took
reprisal againet the emperor personally by destroying his . ,
R summe?, palace of some two hundred buildings northwest’ of ]jH{L :
- Peking (the Yian Ming Yﬁang' which had already been loote& ‘
by the invading-forcee and Chinese villagers. Eo _
* John K. Fairbank, Edwin O." Reischauer and Albert M. Craig. :

T-gg © East Asia: Tradition and ‘Transformation, Boston: Houghton s U
© 0 Mifflin Company. 1973, pp.W477-478, i s
Curlously, some''of the buildings of the SUmmer palace had been bullt i
by Westerner's.ln the 1700's. " . '

- For’ 1nstance, -in 1?4? Michel Benoist built. a Hestern etyle
fountain. . . and 4. niimber of Italian- -style bulldirigs were -~
' designed by Gu Caetiglione for thé gummer Palace, called the
*' Yilan-ming Yuan, 1bcated about five'miles to the northwest of "
Peking. -
- Immanuel C. Y. Hsu, The Rise of Modern China, second edition,
New York: Oxford University Press, 1975, p.47. = . 50 _

- However. China's treasures were also marketed to ‘gollectors for :
-various miseums around the world. Dr. Hilliam C. White, a'missionary,
collected artifacts.for the Royal- Ontario Museum. His efforts at ¥ i
.collecting are deseribed in a, biography: entitled Bishop in Honan '_;{,
- Mission and Museum in the’ Life of William C.. Hhite by Lewis Cye s 7 &
Halmsley.. For example: :

Dr. Hhite made friends with a number of curio deavers in
Kaifeng.™ One.man in particular was helpful and the bishop .
~ relied upon him for, purchases, ' This dealer, a Buddhist, _
" 'became interested 4n'Dr. White's project. He took Dr. White -
- 4nto his confidence anf’ disclosed -tricks .of the trade. He
knew the particular objects ' the ‘bishop was seeking-Jperfect B
] specimens of certain periodsn-and worked unceasingly to obtain
: "-them. These two men trusted éach other as professiOnale and
el WG dispensed with many- fbrmalitiés.«such as the bargaining which L
R isually preceded 2 deal. 'The ‘dealer agreed to tell Nhite the 7y
" exact price he had paid aud add 'the customary commission. He . - '/
-~ took responeibility for the genuineness of his goods and for ‘]
- secufing:them at d. fair price | /His ability to discover new - -
finds also proved useful.. .;Secrecy played an 1mportant role in
" g P _collecting. and’ valuable: 1nformation was: often obtained - through
© . hired -spies- and informers. “In spitée of all hie preceutione. :---;;,ﬁ
‘- the bishop frequently ran: into stiff. competition.- Buyere _
.often bribed peasante to rob’ grawes.ﬂto steal ‘and Yoot v
" Bishop White's position and offices during the ‘Honan - famine as
. well as: hls work with thei Red. Cross gave him an important
s ‘_advantage oyer other: collectors* ‘he was usually successful -
v’aDeuis L. Nalmsley, Bishep in Honan Mission and Museum in the fis
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i Director of the Hoyel Ontario Mueeum. to the Honoureble Peul J J
Martin, November 29; 1966 4o O U

'.| ¢ - 'y 2 L

10. Ibid. Letter_Tnom the Honourable Paul J J nMartin, to Peter C.
W "Swann, Directoiﬁff the Rcyal Ontario Mueeum, December 9 1966

- :11'3 Royal Gntario Museum. Archives. Letter from Mr, Peter c. Swann, oE
Direetor of the’Royal ‘Ontario Museum, to' the Rt. 'Honourable Pierre
VElliott ﬂtudeau.'?rime Hinieter of Canada, October 21 1968 W

L 513. Prime Minister Trudeau mede @ublic his plens-to recognize the -
o™ "1People s'Republic¢ of Ghina during the’ May\1968 electlon campaign = ' -
. and upon’ electiocn, steps ‘were neken to make this plan a reality.
S L 2 Canadian decision & move from oppositlon to an
v abstention on the. Albanian Resolution (to seat Peking
. and -unseat Taiwen) at the UN General Assembly of 1966
opened the way for a'shift of emphasis 'to -a bilateral.
approach to the problem This-was put into. more specific
terms by Prime Minister’ T:uﬂeautin the election campaign
of May 19689‘uhen He declered thet 1t 'would be his aim to - .
recognize -the .People’ s Republic 'of China as soon 'as possible ,'
.and to enable that gowernm t.to occupy China s seat
.at the UN.' ot
' This'was- the s!tuation in'the eummer of 1968 uhen
the neuly-elected “Trudeau’ Government iristructed’ the -
Department of Bxternal Affeirs to. Teview Canada s'China-
© policy with a viéw to finding a2 basis for éstablishing
relations- with the Pepple s Republic of China. These. -, @
studies: wére completed in’ the autumn of 1968, when the '~ o'
generel lines. of the Cenadian epproach ‘to- negotietione L :
'with the.People's Republic ‘of China were determined. A
bagic premise of this ‘approach’ was reflected in a  statement _—
‘made in a, television broadeast in January 1969, when the . e
.. Secretary of State: for: External Affeirs said that recognitioe o
of Peking would -imply the "dehrecognition of the\Taiwan '
- Govérnment as the Governﬂent of" all of'China.” Public and
international interest in Canade s dfitentions had . reecheﬂv .
- 'a high level when. ‘on beruﬁmy 10, 1969, Mr. Sharp announCed, -
.. in the; House: of Gommpns that’ the'Canadian Embassy. in~Stockholm
had been instruptsd to prqpose t0. the : Ghinese Embessy there -
e openi; talks on. recogniﬁion and the exohange of -
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15 Ibid. 2 } . . " a ATETAE R
Translaticn ' e ; ' L B
* You will remember that Miss Legendre had written to the Prime
Minister in November 1968 to keep him up to date with an: _
exhibition project entitled "5000 Years of Chinese Qulture and
Clvilization.“ In his reply, the Prime Minlster emphasized
three points. to assure reciprocity of cultural exchanges with °
China,’ to consult the National Gallery and to keep the Winister U .
updated on’ the magcr develcpmente of - this exhibition. %

ﬂranslation. ‘ e e ' ! Ty

"to demystify China ih the eyés of Canadians and to present China '

through hﬁg?ery in an apolitical manner.“' ) o
Translatfbn::_, - ‘ ; o
The . Canadian government wants for its part to stuqy very cleﬁely E
the various aspects of the project, including the requirement of
reciproeity to which they attach so much importance, Finally
they would like to assure themselves that the project will not
be used for the godls of Maoist propaganda ‘Miss Legendre considers
— herself to be ¥ery conscientious of these problems 1nddca¢ing
~that she does not interid to surrender to Chinese pressure in. this.
‘respect but to deal exclusively with an histcrical and cultural
exhibition . -

18 fhiaup3 -

S J'al explique A Mlle. Legendre qu 11 ne paraisait difficile ’
“d espérer ‘obtenir un feu. vert du.gouvernment canadien avant’
de connaitre 1' 1esue des negotiatiens présentment en cours
2 Stcckholm sur 1' etabliseement des relations diplomatiques

" entre ‘les’ deux pays.. B ; L ¢_‘.mq_ K
Translation. @ : L ¥ P T
5 explained to Miss Legendre that 1t appeared tcvme difficult to

| h0pe to obtain a green light from the Canadian Govemren't. before
knowing the . outcome df .the negotiations. ‘presently going on in
-Stockholn for the establishment of diplomatic relaticns betueen
the two countries.-;‘l” k . : : : ..

|
I

L T

19 Ibid., The requeet is nctedxin.a letter from Mr. Swann Director .

~-of the Royal Ontario Museum 40 ‘the chourable Mitchell Sharp,.-
Secretary of State for:External ‘Affairs,. October 13, . 1970,

On October 13y Me* Sharp anfounced’ to the Hoéusé of Caommons .
?.*.V.agreement ‘on mutual recogniticn ‘and the establishment of.-,
-diplomatic relations” between the’ Government of Canada’ and the .
tGovernment of the. People s Republic of China. His statement noted

some.: of the difficulties in the negotiations as follcwsx f;& ?:uw;.*'r
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"I do not think it is any secret that a great deal of this
i discussion has revolved around the question of Taiwan. From
L the very beginning of our discussions the Chinese side. made
' ' clear to us their position that Taiwan was an, inalienable
'part of Chihese territory and-that this was a principle to
.'which the Chinese Government attached the utmost importance
'Our position, which I.have stated publicly and' which we made
clear to the Chinese from the 'start of .our negotiations. is.
', . that the Canadlan Government doés not consider it appropriate
'+ .. elther .to endorse or 'to challenge the Chinese Government's
: ' ‘position on ‘the. status. of ‘Taiwan. This has been our . position
;and it continues.to be our position.’ 'As the communique says,
e N e have taken note of the Chinese Government's statement
ﬁ\ ' about Talwan. We are aware that this is the Chinese view and . .|
i S JWe realize. the importance they attach to.it, but we have no Fon
-,i*,',- " comment to make one way or the .other. . o
K. . ' "Establishment of Diplomatic Relatiors with the Peoplg's
.« " 7. Republic of China: A Statement in the House of Commdfis by -,
R . the Honourable Mitchell ‘Sharp, the Secretary of State for
Wia e T -Extggnal Affairs, on, Octqber 13, 1970,"  Statements and’
o : ) -Speechea, Ottawa, Canada* Information Department of External '
P = “=;;Affairs. 19?0 ' . a7,

) .2.0.\ f } I . . - . fog 5 ‘-h: e ‘I.II -I . - -H = B ‘
Ibid., Letter from Joanna' wocds Marsﬂen ‘Coordinator of International
Exhibitions, to Mr. Freeman Tovell, Director Cultural Affairs

‘Division. July 9, 1971 r';' 2__K : ,; ,

. ; . L
5 i Y ..J ". . Mo T

. ,21‘_ R.O. M Archives. Letter from Ms Hsio Yen Shih Curator Far g
‘Bastern Depértment, R.0.M.. to Mr. Arthir Andrew, Head'of Aslen’” .
“and Pacific Section Department of External Affairs. Ottawa, :
‘_April 16 1971 : AL
fa2g
= _Ibid.,Letter from Mr A. J Andreﬁ. Direétor-General Bureau of
+ ‘Aslan and Pacific Affairs; Qttawa to Mr:(sic) Hsio-¥en, Shih,.
~,Gurator. Far Eastern Department' R 0. M.. April 30 19?1
B ??7 “Ibid.,Letter from Hs Haio-Yen. Shih Curator, Far Eastern BRC
4 . /-Department) .R.0.M., to Mr.. Huang Hua. ‘Ambagsador of: the People s :
w1 - Republic of China, Ottawa. September 23549745 e S
B MB Shih’s note propbsed a variety of exchanges between china andl,'ﬁ .
Lot the! Royal: Ontario Museum and. MS. Shih’ "hoped . for. an interview Gt o
S HiE R ,with"tne Ambassador tq discuss the matter.-~~. :

] 'énquired about-the possibilityltf.;:fr?'Uﬁ
fhx erginformation as 3o work by their chinese counterpartsfﬂl- 3
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SR “?‘Peter Ch Swann expressed lnterest several years ago, 1n
BEEREEL disoussing an exchange of loan exhib}tions in art and -
LI archaeology With the People's '‘Republic of. China. Toronta SR 2
it T ek B P long recognized the ‘4mportance of Chinese’ archaeology s et
7, : In. the over twenty years since: liberation. new’ finds have L
i Y oaa -'added immeasurably to ‘resh knowledge.
' T Would it be possible for me to fix an appointment ‘with'
'yourself o6 with the Cultural Attaohe, to discuss such o
Tmatters at your convenience S ; - '

,2h' IDr Evans private papers, Letter from F Tovell External ”.
' Affairs, Ottawa, to'H.R®. Ralph Collins, Canadian Ambassador
to the People s Hepublic ‘of 'Chlna, July 9, 19?1 il

e -'-Ibm_. P P I o

26‘:" Ibid..lh'- .. ' C . ‘I.'

' 28ﬂ“'Ibid..Letter from H E R E. Collins Canadian Anbassador to the

o People - Hepublic of China.\September 10 19?1

- 3,0'_‘ Tbid.

¢ Phe "Ibid.g;p.w.- Y ]
a ng' - communique (E ALH. D Archeo P.R. C 67- ? Vol.k., Communique ‘No. ’

29, March 15, 19?&) announced the'’ signatures of the agreements . u',ﬁ
©.  to havé an exhibition. : B o g
. A copy of the’ statement giVEn by the Secretary of State for Wan B ge il
"~ .| . External Affairs to the Press in Peking. August 20 19?2 described pup & S
Cout T the ‘details of the official invitation e g
'fv?‘ - "I-have: extended an invitation’ o, my Chinese colleague to ,V .
" send" to Canada theiy magnificent exhibition of ‘recent.
- . archaeological finds. = I am informed-that the Chinese “; S S e
ettt Jauthorities ave ‘planning to:send this exhibition to, EurOpe _J;”ij-g;W
a7 7 in the 'sécond half of 1973 and. I expressed. the hope that :- -~ .
" in.the course of .this progected tour the exhibition-might =~
.0 . also; come to Canada. This unique collection constitutes a.
: ,353nationa1 treasure for ‘the people of" China, as well'as being :
. efy international historical importance. My ! host expressed :

=,_4§;his appreciation ‘for this. 1nterest in the exhibition and.
s e agreed that. the Canadian ‘and Chinese authorities should
. di{scuss the detdils of possibl ”arrangements. e Ll
-%g(Dr“ Evan' s‘private papersg.copquf statemeﬂt given b?-fh '390191323

‘Lrof tate_for External Affairs. the Hon. Mit ell Sharp"t .th - Pre
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' 33','Reference to- Prime Minister Trudeau S role 1n tﬁis cultdral
."nxchange ‘was noted in the Chinese Ambassador 5 speech at the‘1_'f /
‘opening of the exhibition’ in. Toronto The speech credits the o o
exhibition as a result of an 1nvitation from Prime ﬂ{ﬂister '
- Trudeau.
" », , .Thanks to the kind 1nv1tation of the Bight Honourable
Plerre Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada; 1t beeame possible o
for such a large scale exhibition of Chinese culpural relies
-+ to take place for the first time in North America.” ' i
(R.0.M. Archives, Ambassador Chang Wen-chin's Speech»at the
Opening of the Exhibition of Archaeological Finds of the i
- " People's.Republic of China, August 7, 1974.) - b Yo
Hr Trudeau referred to this exhibition as well as other forms of
cultural exchanges between China and Canada, 1n a.press release
~ during & Press Conference, October 13, 1973 Begd™ .
. ) "China has agreed in principle to be host to a Qanadian o .
kN © 'symphony orchestra and to.an exhibition: of ‘Canadian paintings
from the collection of the National Gallery.- Canadar will -
". receive the Exhibition of Chinese Historical. ‘Relics now on .
. show in London. He have also noted China's: 1ntention to
.. . participate next year, in Man and' His World in Montreal through -
. an exhibition of traditional style paintings and handicrafts
' The same exhibition may also go to Vancouyer.-_
. (Dr."Evars' private papers. Draft Copy of Statement given by
; Prime Minister Trudeau at 2 Press Gonference. October 13. 19?3 )

' 3“'3 E. A H.D. Archeo P R.C 6? -7 Vol. 1 Telegram from Peking 977, to,;
' External Affaire, “Ottawa, April 30, 1973.. This meeting took place
~on-April 28 with- Mr Yen Hung-hiang, a member of the Information .
: Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs .." o g g% % 4

i .
-

_3?' Ihidu, Memorandum from FAC to FLA ‘and APP, Ottawa August 13, 19?3
', This point was alsp mentioned 1n Ibid Message from Ottawa to London

”-9/6/73. .30

- i o j ' ! .; Loy o

s o . i'

:1 3620 ;p;é;rLetter from. the Canadian Embassy Peking. to the Undersecretary )
-vfpfﬁﬂeﬁrEWmﬂAﬁum,mmm.ﬂQMbYMWHCwnMMm”,
,.;no~136 March 1. 73_._r ,_..‘ PR T N .

._‘- N E e -,
A b 4

3;»3?‘" Ibid.,Letter frpm The Canadian Emhassy, Peking to The Undersecretary “
of State for' External Affairs Ottawa. signed by Morris Copithorne. o

j;fwfummh9.1%3 Canh CROR e n
‘1; i LIbld.,Telesram from the Canadian Emhassy Peking;No 136 to the f7q,f

2o Unde; secretary of State’ for External Affairs, Ottana,.signed by‘
";;*Morr pithorne. March 1 '19?3, p 1..5.?n- ‘ i
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mlllion yuan,-although the figuﬁe seemed to be n tiable'as
exenplified .by the’ British caseyy! "- »
. I (Freeman chell) reporte@ in my Letter (refers to a letter‘
~of March 9, 1973) that the’ Chinese valuation on the exhibition.
" for indemnification purpbses Has about $50 million. The
. : Brifish tell us"that’ they havs ' now succeeded in negotietinﬂ’
¢ this down to B’ 10 million, about half of the Chinese figure.
' ~ The British government is 'pdcking up the British share of
' . the cost of’ the indemnification While the British sponsor,
' . the Times group, 1s responsible for the British share of
the transportation costs.: - '. :
g Ibid Letter from Freeman Tovelllto Halter Tovell, Marcp 16—

(R A T }_.
4o, |

a

Ibid., Message from the Canadian High Gommiseion, Lendon, to the
Undersecretary of State for.External Affairs, Ottaua August 175
"9?3» no., 8?0 P 3

nIbid;, Letter frqm Jacques ESselin, Conseiller Affaires Culturelles, .
Paris, to Freeman Tovell, Directeur des Affaires Culturelles, '
\ Ministe;e des Affaires EXterieures, le. 9 Aout, 1973 Pp. 1 -2.

ki,

! ! ' N
Ibid .Telegram from the Canadian Embassy, Peking, signed by Merris
.- Copithorne, to the Undersecretary cf Stste for External Affairs“
“Ottawa, March'9, 19?3 . ;

. b2,

ujf R O M. Archives External Affairs Press Release 9 00 a.m. March 15,
1974, Exhibition of Archaeological Finds df the People s Hepublic
. of China August 7-November 16,
o "Secretary of State for External Affairs Mitchell Sharp
P announced . today that an agreement had been signed in Peking.
' ' " between. Canada and the People's Republic of China, under
_the terms'of which .the Royal Ontario Museum .Toronto will
host ‘an ExhibitiOn of Archaeclogical Finds of the People's
- "Republic of China August 7 to November ‘16 next. Mr. John
-ZSmail the Canadian Ambassador to China, signed the agreement’
. on behalf of 'the Canadian Government, and His Excellency
S TR Chan, Viee Minister of Foreign Affairs, signed on.
»f.behalf of: the Government of . the: People s Republic of China I
k. T
s April 16, 19?& The . inter- -ageney agreement. was signed in Ottaua .
.. em April 16, 1974, and, Was ‘Téported "as follows: .

"+ “Planning for the thnesa Exhibition, which. will cpen st F L
~ the Royal Ontario. ‘Museum on August 8, advanced a significant
stage further. todey witb the signing " Dttawa of the Inter-;-
Agency Agreement. . . . Mr. Hang Chu- iang, Counsellor at -
the Embassy of the People s Republic of Chine, signed fcr
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the Organisation of Exhlbiti?s of Archaeological Rinds, .
Noah Torno, Cbalrman of the (hinese Exhibitlon Cauncil
of the Royal Ontario Museum. signed oq tehalfl of the |
Council " ;

45. E.A. H.D. Archeo P.R.C. 67-7 Yol.1, Telegram from Peking 2210 to
Ottawa, External Ai‘f&irs Nov 1. 19?2 _ , . .

- .. ' . e b "« - .‘. i “ . W

_46. Ibid. ' ' ] . — g - - : " E ) : 'I' , : &

7 Ibld. Telegram from Peking 2210. to External Affalrs;. Ottawa.,
Novemberl 1972, "p. 1. _ Cy , .

* 9. Ibid. ,Telegram from Peking 2&48 tc; éxternal Af‘f‘airs. Ottawa, .
’ December Y 19'?2 ‘ o o :
: Lo _ iy
. u9 Ivid., Telegrarn‘ from Peking 977, to Exte‘rnéi,‘,Aff_‘airél, Ottawa, ' i
April 30, 1973. : M g

50'- Ibid. Telegr&m from Peking 2210 to E)gternal Affairs, Ottawa.
_ 'No.vamber 1, 1972, : g 3

A <

g Ibid. Telegram from Pek 'ng 9?? to:External Affairs, Otgawa), ’ .
' API‘il 30, 1973. 'S e By '

,.‘ 52 Ibid Telegram from Peking 1956 to External Aflfa.i:r."s. Ottawa,

) Auguft 21,‘ 19?3 o o : :

At . r ! .
i w

53. - Ibi& ;. Telegram from Peking 204?. to External Affairs, Ottawa,
September n.d. 1973; pp.1-2. : 3 : .

-

4 ' o . )
B 5 Ibid. Telegrs,m from Peking 21)80 to External Affairs, Ottawa,
3 September 12, 19?3 ‘ . g % 1
& ‘ ; ‘ T .' . . _ I .I : : ‘ \

L VI .o 1
¢ et . '

'57-" From a financia.l sia.ndpoint. the cho:l,ce of the ‘$xhibition’ was
quite significant
The "Toky.o" collection is much smallar, has a drastic ally
~ Treduced ‘q:.mespan. is less well balancéd and- “{he ROM (Royal
- . Ontario Museum )consider that because of its inferior quality
. therd" s some question whether' its, showing in Toronto < §
¥ " would prove economically viable, . -+ '
w e 5 Ibid., Vol.2,: Memora.ndum to the Minister Ogtober 3, 19?3
© initlalled AR, ; - .

7 ‘ - o b
L nis k DY Y N
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'

The same polnt was raised from a cultural standpoint.: Vs 1
As we would want to use .the oppoOrtunity provided by a '
s % - special exhibitlon of Cplnese archaeological finds to
acquaint ghe Capadian people both with China's past &nd
With the*lmpressive achievements of her present archaeological
workers, the restrictions of the Japanese show would 1mpoee @ i
disappointing limitations. . . . From the very beginning..
. of negotiatlons for an exhiblitlon of Chinese archaeological
finds the RM{fyal thtario Museum) has hoped: to be able to
display China's cultural history as fully as bosslble for
- the information of the Camadian people. :
Tbid: Vol.1, R.O.M. Memorandum from B. Stephen, to Dr. W.
"Tovell, Director Subject: Chinése.Archaeological -Exhibition,
September 1?. 19?]. - I  i o = :

. 5?' T Note for File. (Mlss) M.C Glllles Cultura] Affaqu Division._
| September 18, 1973. .
The data is also corroborated by the follouing !

Dr. Tovell had been informed by his counterpart in the .
National Gallery in Washington that the “Buropean".collectlionsa
would be the one to go to the U.S.A. (We subsequently learned
from the State Department in Washington that the Chinese
havd informed' the Americans in Peking that they agree with
‘their cloice of the "European“ collection and that the details
will be discussed 1n the next several months. The Americans
are interpreting this latter statement as meanihg.-that there
will be negotiations on the inclusion of some.of the best
items {rom. the "Tokyo" collectlion and some items now in
China but not in either the “Tokyo" or "European” collections).
Ibid., Memo to'file from M.C. Gillies, September 26, 1973,

9 ipd. . . @

0. Ibid.,Message from External Affairs, Ottawa, to Peking, 16€C,

September 26, 1973, ' _
State Department inform us that Chinese reaction to American
proposal. . .was to.indicate their . . . "pleasure that
European collectlon was préferred"” ., . . and to state that
detalls would be discussed . . - 1ln next. several months .
Americans are interpreting this as permitting negotlation on
~ the addition of items from @he Tokyo ‘collection and other
. treasures 1n ‘China. .
s 61. Early in the negotlations the Cs.na.dis.n side prOposed two stOps
; on the Canadian tour. . '
When during his vislt to Peking in August 1972, my Minister \\
took up with the Chinese Foreign Minister our interest in -
' having the Chinese egchibition coming to Canada, he asked if
s it could be shown 1n two Ganaﬂian cities, . In addition to

N .
N i
2wl
SR TS T y ¢
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: Lo ‘ £ . F N i PR " x
e " Tordnto' he had in mind Vancouver because of its traditional
o - 1inks with the Orlent. This proposal was relterated by
s . Mr, MacDonald, the Minister of Energy, Mines and. Resources,
when he was in Peking earlier this year. Subsaquently. the
4Ch1nese.1nformed us, that they would not agree to a- second
' city in'Canada (They have'not agreed to any second city in
ko8 any country to .which it is going, including the United , '
- States) on-grounds of security; some of the items.are 0 "
' fragile that they do not wish them to be packed and unpacked
. ' ‘any more than necessary. '
! e Ibid.,,Vol 2. Letter from L.A.D. Stephens, Underseoretary
’ ... of State for Eﬁ?zfnal Affairs. to Mr. Lafbntaine “Deputy
. Secretary Administrative Policy, December 14, .1973. '
There was also some " negotiation within Canada about a showing at
. a second city..
' - We (External Affairs) have agreed to consider ‘a formal ‘
S request for a.grant if required provided Royal Ontario Museum
' agrees that some other museum or gallery in Canada e.g.
Vancouver would also ‘be offeréd a showing. Royal Ontaric
Museum has agreed to this.' It estimites that to recoup a ...
portion of the high cost involved it would have to be assured .
- a showing of at least 4 months, .‘A second Canadian Museum
would not doubt require showing for same ‘length of ‘time.
- Ibid. Vol, 1, Message from Ottawa External FAC 502, File 21
R to Peking, March 23, 19?3 ; i

1

B

2.

_ . . ;bii ,jTelegram from Peking ?18 to External Affairs bttawa. A#ril
| . M " - a
- 661 Tlﬁﬁl-l'
87 roaa, '
.68, PR el .' .
69, Ibidz. '

L3 .

0. | | e
? ibid., Telegram from Peking 1002 to External Affairs. Ottaha. May :

N ,“-3. 1971 e T o e b
.ll 710 3 I =, -.':
e Ibid Ibidw s Massage f:om Otta;ua, to Pekj_ng, 6 July 1973.} > an, g g
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??f Ibid.;Membrandum‘from FAC to FLA APP, August 13, 1973,
73 'Ibid.,Lettér from B. Margaret Meagher, Ambassador of Canada to
Sweden to Dr. Halter Tovéll, Director, R.0.M., June 12, 1973.
Mr.- Gyllensvard was the director of _the East Asiatic Museum 1in,
' Stockholm
™. Ibid .VOI 2, Telegiam from the Gahadiah'Embaeey, Péking eigned
by by Dr. B.L. Evans, no. PeK-64%5, to the Undersecretary of State
.for External Affaire, October 26, 1973.
ERE (ST S e o _ .
’ ! ' ' ."f"“’
6. | ”
BN > -Ibid., Telegram from Peking, 3142 to Externai Affalrs, Ottawam %
% fDecember 28; 19?3. p- 2 A , B . : Wiagends™
7 Ioad., p.2l | |
B 1., pa2s
73 Ibid.,p"z. :
80, The accounts suggeet that the Canadian ‘side obtained the exteneion
since. the Chinese wanted the negotiations concluded:
(B) Extension of Exhibitlon in Canada {Article I):
After protracted discussion sepeating well known -
arguments Deputy Head agreed to extenslon additional
~_-ten days to November 16, 1974. .
Ibid., Telegram from Peking,.3149, t{\Extemal Affairs,
Ottawa, December 31, 1973, p.l. ;
81. '

The reports on the actual amount of thb'indemnity.varied:f For
example ‘the Austrians were given a figure of 100 million yuan,
. . The Austrians have been told the value is in the order
of Yuan 100 million. This 1s roughly equivalent to the -
figure b 20 million given to us by the British and works
out to about (Canadian) $ 50 million.. .
Ibid. Vol. 1. .Message from the Canadian Embassy, Peking no.
‘. 1365 signed by Morrie Gopithorne, to the Undersecpetary of
State for External Xffairs, March 1, 1973. :
The British: experience later #uggested that the figire was negotiable.
'We have already reported: that the British succeeded in having
« . -the valuation reddced to about tha equivalent of 50 million i
yuan, - - . @
Ibid., Letter. frem the canad;an Embassy, geﬁing. no. 1?1 to; =
the Underseeretary of State for External Affaire, March 23,

: 1973 Hofhe oo o a%e 0 g Rl
! e
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In the Swedish case. a letter from B. Margeret Meagﬁ%r'to Dr.

. W. Tovell 'notedi. - e
~The Chinese have’ valued their e hibition at 60 nillion
© yuan.
. . Ibid. Letter from B. Margaret Mesgher Ambassador. Sueden
to Dr. W Tovell Director. H 0. M.. June 12, 19?3

B2% Ibid Telegram fromlPeking 2181 tQ,External-Affairs. Otraua. o
October 30 19?2 g cE e i o i

veg RNy

83 rpda. f”'_ RO 4% s R
&g, ¢ I i e
.85" - S T S R

eahy

- ; * "k

8. Criticisms of the Exhiéition in Paris are noted in a report by
o Dr. Hsiao Yen Shih, R. o.M Archives. Report of Dr. Shih's Visit
to Chinese Treasures Exhibition, Petit Psleis. Paris France P2

go-

‘. 87. E A H D Archeo P. R G 6? 7. Vol. 1. Message from the, Canadianr,
Embassy,\Peking. no. 136, signed by Morris Copithorne, to the » |
Undersecretary of State for External Affairs. Ottawa, March L. =0

1973. _
,88' Ibid ,. Message from the Canadian Embassy,~Peking,‘no 149; to tﬁe o
Unders&cretary of State for External Affairs Ottawa. March g,
& 19?3 : _ 4 ; : . , ng-
e i, R A i |
90, |
3y Ibid.,Letter from Freeman Tovell. to walter Tovell Mey 29, 19?3

91, -

? Ibid.,MassagB from the Ganadian High Commission London no. 870
to the Undersecretary of State for Externel Affairs, Ottewa,_d
August 17, 19?3’ o : R s

=

e Ibld.1P 2, fﬁi‘.-;tf.-,ﬂ _@:17'“"'

-9,“"Ibhd.,Message from the Cenadian Embassy. Peking, no. 136 _Elﬁit;  'iﬁg,i'

‘. .

",fgﬁﬂf’lbid--TBIesram from Vienna. no. 383, to Externai Affairs Ottawa, g ks
: ':;,March 20, 1973 ) Ll e e AT
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-

80 .
¢ The ,Austrians are.expected. to assume fespoﬁsibillty\fdr
' transport and the indemnity from London to the end of -
3  the showing in Vienna. They intend to discuss the possibility
el of cost sharing, with the French and the British for transport
. insurance and the catalogue. ' *

Ibid. Memorandum from Mr. F Tovell, FAG to Mr Church. MIN.
jApril-ﬁ 1973.

B I'" d

'96‘7'Ib1d Telegram from Vienna no. 1061 to External Affairs Ottawa.
July 6 1973. : -

| N
- gl -1,

oo

90 “qpdas.

-

TQ?'_ ibid.- Lettef‘from B. Maigaret Meaghef.;ﬁmbassador‘of Canaﬁa. Sweden,
~ to Br. W. Tovell, Director, R.0.M:., June 12, 1973. Vo

©100.

Ibid.
Beyies iolﬂE'ibdd Message from Exﬁernal Affa‘rs. Ottawa. no. 1186 to Peking,
i ] g ' . .‘f'.
-HIQ%{“ Ibid.. Letter from A. w Hobertson Director Legal'Advisory Division._
" to. Deputy Ninistsr‘.Deparﬁment of Justice, August” 16. 1973. '
103. 3
' Ibid y Mem from FLA signed by A.W. Robertson Director\ Legal
IAdvisory Division to, FAC qutember 19, 1973. .
. - _ P A
104, el _ - o
« Ibid.; Memp tp_file by Migs M.C, Glllies, September 26, 1973.
105, e ; by sl oo R T o oo 0
ibid., File Pocket, Letter from T.B, Shith, Director, Advisory
o and International Law Section to Mr., A.W. Hobertson aeptember =
P R (Yo g : : - =
106, 1a 5 20 0 B Lpertegln F -
MO et e i

.R. ‘to _the Minister, Octaber 3, 1973, p. 3. .

'3 fIhid...Hemo_frbm:'

P, : R b
e . i i S A
1 . . . . §

" _‘:(_.‘-_1_08;. Ibid.. L s Ty
i G
.;10;"
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ML Ssbids B L. 3 PR T T ;‘ b o
11?{ 'Ibid ) Letter from Haurice Lafontaine Deputy Secretary Administrative
.l ponwé Treasury Board, No..TB 722988, tb Mr. A.E. Ritchie, - .
Under-eecretary of State for External Affairs December 10 19?33 :

b f

".113‘ R.O. H Archives, Memo from Mr M. Henderson, Subgect Meéting
~ with Department of External Affairs, Ottawa, 6 January. 19?5. '
to Mr."K.A.R, -Torrance, January 7, 1975. ' ' ]
This lack of insurance was mentioned by Mr. N. Totno, in my 1nterview L
 with him about the exhibition on February 26, 1981, and it'is =~
' _also corroborated by the copies of the insurance policies in the |
'R 0.M. Archives. = ; 2.
'Attachment and Termination of Cover: ﬁ : ;
Risk attaches hereunder. from the kime of" loading on
board two aircraft (Pan Am and Swedish Adrlines) at :
g © e g Stockholm "Airport, Suedeg.on/or about 24th July, 1974
= . .and continues while in‘transit to Malton Airport, during
theé time of the exhibition 'and up to and including such
‘time .as they . are ‘reloaded.on board. aircraft on/Or about
' 24th. November for transit to Washington, D.C., U.S.A...
. (R.0, M..Archives. The Collection of Archaeological Finds
- of the People's Republic of China Policy No. MP 466 .
AN . Reed ‘'Shaw Stenhouse Limited Insurance Brokers.) :
27 "Thus as far as ‘the Canadian side Jmeyw, the exhibition was uninsured
- from the time it left the’ Tcronto airport until it:reached, American :
.. ‘airspace. - Accorﬂing to Mr. J.H. Harvey, Assistant Controller, -
L © ... Operations, R.O;M., -the Canmdian ‘side was responsible, for the Lo ammEe
et s _artifacte until the exhibition. entered U.S. airspace. 5 g o
Rl R R inte;-governmental agreement between: Canada’ and the = )
-'People s Republic of China stipulates that €anada is S
T responsible for the security of the exhibits until the
' W . . alrcraft cross the border into ‘the United States,” ' :
& - R.O:M. Archives. Letter.from Mr. JoH. Harvey. Assistant Controller,’
~ - Operations, R. 0, M. to Mr,. Roger Plourds. Cultural Affairs :
: _ Division, November 14; 1974. @ J* B
- However, the Chinesé side was ihformed of tbe extent and duration ..%f
._of Canadian coverage. i e 5900l
; -_.“Insura.nce coverage’ has been confirmed so fa.r as’ Canada is Y e R
-concerned- to the point where' the dpors of the ' ‘second aircraft
Qare~closed Follouing this, ‘We. ‘assume insurance taken Out S
. by the. Un!.-l:ed States wi¥l hecome opera.tive\" e
- Bu0.M: Archives, Letter'?rom Mr. J H. Harvey,. Assistant '*T, .
i Controller-Ope:;a.tions, to Mr.: He.ng Chu—liang. Charge d'Afi‘alres
JORE 3 6 s 1 Embasey “November ?. 19?& e : Deinda RN e
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External Affairs, Ottawa. December 7, .. 19?3 - : -
. . . "The Genius of China.” In Chinese context thie phraee.;‘
refers to Lin Flao and is therefore not acceptable for oy
use in exhibition : :

U5 pne following article 111ustrates,tnis point: Hsinhua News Bulletin,
June 13, 1974, p..'s, - '
" "the veteran. worker condemned Lin Piao for preaching the
Confucian precept "restrain oneself arid return. to-the rites"
in an attempt to subvert the diotatorehip of the proletariat sl
and restore capltalism, had Lin Piad's scheme succeeded, ‘ o
‘hundreds of millions of labouring people 'would have once
"' again had the miserable life the child labourere had experlenced
« in the old society, ‘he said, “we'll never allow that ‘to_happen
.ekclamation" he.declared;“ : - ; : -

1
o

116. 4 . .4, Archeo P.B.C.. 67-7 Vol. 2, Telegram from Peksng, 2809, to

 External Affairs, Ottawa. November 13. 19?3

7. 1haq; F e (e d L Y s
b ‘:I ' . v : : B ‘ i it
118. I " .
: 1bid 'f
i y

119* Ibid | R |
120 rota :
4;??' {fbi Vol 2,*Message from the Canadian Emhasey Stookholm, no ugé L

to the Underéeoretary of"State. Torn Ezternal Affairs. Ottawa; -
December 18 19?3. P 1 copy of the inter-agency agreement.-q

-}22; Ibid., Vol 2 Meesage fron External Affairs. Gttawa. no, 2048
to Peking. Deoember 19. 19?3. p. 2. . , i NE
123’- Ibid., Telegram from London, no. 2841 to EXternal Affairs Ot+awa.
Deoember ?._19?3 B LR g s T W T
RN ; .~ -5-~'g= . .W.J'“.*'-J‘ : f‘. : 5,u;d“ﬂ ;o
_Lzu Ibid Telegram from Peking, no 31&2 to External Affairs Ottawa. 5_-;?

DeoembeerB 19?3

._“-._¢. I

=;T'I?§n' Ibid.. p 5 _ii frﬂj.fjf;if?:‘*"

126 . 2041, to Beyal Atfatrs, Otiavs,
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| .. '12?: 3, Ibid. N . _. i o .‘. I ‘I,.\ . s | . . " . ‘ o
_' 1,30-_‘ -I'bid Telegram from Peking, 3149, to External Affa.irs Otta.wa.,
” _December 31, 19?3. Pp. 34, : :

"-\

3t

Ibid ) P A g3 e "
S0 A3 meia,, pize L,

1B T, p3t

,’1,34' Ibid., p.3¢ "
5. Ibid..fMesSage from 0ttawa.=no. 20981 to Peking. December 21, 1973,
‘ ‘6 ' ’ | - ;
136:. The R.OM.'s  hess S accommodate the Chinese ideologica.l demands.
' _ ware considerable. = - .
Royal Ontario. Museum intends to make use’ of Ghinese historical A
, _scheme and to preserve chronological sequence in display, -
'-_-Infomation content ef charts, maps, captlons will be drawn ¢
- axclusivel:,r from infoma.tion materia.l travelling with the"
- exhibit, supplementaxy material requested and recent Chinese
~ -publications. _
:]Ibid.,nMessage from External Affairs Ottawa, no. 2098 ~to
: Peking, December 21. 19?3. :

.:_.'3? Ibid., \fol 3, Messaga from Exte:mal Affairs, Ottawa no. 1251 to
jPaking. Janua.ry 1?. 19?4 pp £ 1—2 . ;

fels ‘Ibid., Message from Externa.l Affa.irs. Otta.wa.. no. 2?4 to’ P@king.
By ‘-"F'ebruary % 1974 P2 '

i,
wt

39 *Ibid Ibid., Vol 3, Talegra.m from Paking. np 290 to E‘xtemal Affa.irs‘, ’ ' i
Otta.wa,_February 11, 19?4 p'.‘ R s o g Dl U i Bl
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v chspter by 8 € T Ty B
The Chines Exhibition T R ™
] F‘rcm the Musetm's Perspective g v e g s

. | . .. - The successful shcwi‘ng of the Qinese "xhibition at the Royal

N % -Onte.rio Museum was tge result :f the dedicated efforts of the museum iy

'b:ﬂstaff in ccoperation with members of Canada s Dep&&tment of Exﬁ‘%na!‘
'Affairs Interested museum gimties had 1obbied fcr the visit of an’’

' ‘exhibition f:r:om the People s Republic of Chins to the Royal Onta.rio Museum :

i1

since the 1960 s Indeed the museum‘s its oun long est‘iblished interest %

in China s history, as exemplified b}r its world—renowne -house collecticn

.of Chinese a.rtifa.cts ;2 Thus the museum wa.s eager to exhibit the results e

of more recent Chinese e.rchaeological resea.rch This persistent interest
F “4n the exhihition was vindicated when Dr Tovell the Director of the
museum, uas informed by Externsl Affa.irs, on December 5. \19?2 that' t.he B

" Chinese Exhibition would be sent fo Cana.ds.‘ The Ghinese could nct say

ol 1Y 5 i i

at - that time when' the exhibition would be sent to Canada. other tha.n

an’ ofi‘ the record comment of la.te i9?4 or 19?5 Ca.nadia.n Embassy ofi‘icials
: ‘in Peking did nct Hant to press fcr further details, at that time. since '
' it "would only invite Chinese annoyance.f' and. a.dvised waiting until the -

iy negotiations with the first exhibition hcsts, E‘ra.nce snd Grea.t Britain

3

nere complete. As noted in the previoue cha.pter the negotiations for . *

_the inter-govermnental and inter-agency agreements were lengthy and complex;.'

A

F\thhermore as with the agreements, China. s internal political a.nd

ideological struggles influenced tf?e museum arrsngements for displa,ying

'the exhibition in 'I‘oron- o, _ The fellowing discussion will describe the

_complex arra.ngements mede by the museum for the exhibition in Tcronto. :

"‘_'Rei‘erences will be made to the prepara—tione 0 t ,other host exhibitors
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-h;w- The significance of the Chinese Exhibition was. not under-l -
estimated in the 1east by the organizing officials of the Royal
Gﬁtsrio Museum and Csnada 8 Department of Externsl Affaire _ As the i

first and largest culturfl exhibition from the People s Republic of -
China. to.vieit North America,lit required meticulously planned

-arrangements As in the case of the negotiations for the inter—

governmental and inter agency agreements, Canadian officials dreu '

(= upon the experiences of previous host exhibitors ' In order to’ coordinate
the Royel Ontaric Museum s preparaticns for the exhibition. twc
responsible bodies--the Chilese Exhibition Council under the chairmsn— G

ﬁhip of N.rTorno.k and the Ghinese Exhibition Committee under the
5

‘ cheirmanship of Barbare Stephen —-were crested . The inter-gouernmental'

% 51
agreemsnt allcued “for the ﬂbrmetion of a Cenadian Exhibition COuncil

' to assume respcnsibility for the exhibitien in Canads "6 Consequently,

K the Chinese Exhibiticn Council of the Roysl Ontario Museum wss fcrmed

1

;i to assume these duties and to act afsthe signetor of the inter agency
ot S '
-xl‘agreement The 00uncil uas incorporated on Janusry 18 19?4 on
y-_behslf of the museum.,so that the business of the exhibition would ru

Tu;"be hendled seperately from the Royal Ontario Museum s other nperations-h-f;g,
?‘ " : R

'gfifand cclleotions.W o il y,_.c};?~:j fE_HVfﬂ_ -i*iﬂfjf".f'-H“f::“_xruﬁr""ﬁ

R R : . - O
“.l]

'v_The"‘-cmnese E{xhibiticnl""Committee, wes esta.bli:shed. 1o ma.ke o e
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"travelled from Qountrj to country in Europe. the Chinese*began to "

express dissatisfaction with the manner in which the exnibition was‘
t displayed and interpreted Thié dissatisfaction reached a climax B
I_Just weeks before the exhibitions s cpening in Toronto Ca.na.da. had ‘-I
to a&cept tighter controls on the format of the exhibition design 3
-fwhile Canada had attemp&ed to learn from the experlence of othars 1t'
'? ﬂ%ged that China had n e- Judged the reSult The follouing discussion
eeeks to identify the a pecte of the exhibition S 1nterpretation that’
iprompted Chinese critic sm, concluding Hith an analysie of the most
contﬁpversial aspect of the exhibition "the text of the cafalosue
| F‘:om the outset thé Chineee ha.d emphasized the political
and id%%logical samntivities regarding the interpretation of China s
history an& culture The influence of Ghina s current polltlts upon

g theupgst, however, Was not_always fully;nppreeieted by all pf the'
‘-enhibitiehierganizers The enhibition;s'contentS'were'ﬁhe reeult'ﬁf §=

archaenlogical work between 1914-9 and 19?3, consequently the exhibition

was a iriﬁ&ica.tion of the People s Republic of china s interest in,

’/

history and a commitment to protect China. s cultura.l legacy. 1n sgfte

of bad press.a.bout 'che Cultura.l Revoluf:ion._ Acconiing to the Chinese.

""&- t‘e txhibition had a specific pu/:.:pose’tn 1l;.nstra.te "the historical -
- ) | :
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past and present.' After a tour of the original exhibition in Peking

in 19?3,'one Canadian observer reporteo that; o W

- the exhibition does not bear the amateurish
« "and contrived marks of most. exhibitions in Thina,
. which feature "soclalist.realist” 1llustrations of
"the nature of class 'struggle in the. 0ld, sbciety e -
with frequent Jjuxtaposition of EBe ar%ifacts and ;: el
‘utensils used by rich and poor.\ i

China s ongoing pglitical struggles and'ideological debates stemming
from ‘the Cultural Revolution, however,‘came to directpand to influence '

the presentation of this exhibition during its western tour

val

The Role of the British and the mnch 5 L

Time was a faetor that affected the preparations for the -
exhibition.f The French, the first hosts of the exhibition. had to
make their preparations within four to five months while the British

.

had six to aéven months of lead time. Although the exhibition was

very well rece'}ed at the Petit Palais 1n Paris, with £ood’ reviews 1n

the French press and with a total of 350 000 Visitors,?zthe -mpression =

s

received by somé observers Was- that the exhibitors had not made any

fl{ special»efforts to present the exhibition to its *“ue advantage 13}*

For example, inadequate 1ighting and insutficient data on-the labels:i__jéeﬁ

: identifying the artifacts, ueakened‘the exhibition s presentation.lgf-'

Ganadian chrators felt theyloould prepare a better exhibiiion design;fjje-f:’

rodced: gmé‘reséﬁxsggens abbut?eﬁefquaiit§ﬁoft 5
s (de: charts,’ maps,; site’ photographs
i2ig and: conplémenting; i -
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. have been published in the People s Republic of ._'*ﬁ.gv .
' China.  They (the Chinese curators) indicated - ' - —
agreement and rather eub}%y that these had been ] . it '

a French responeibility . wg .

3 Thns Hoyal Ontario Mueeumustaff uere able to start more detailed
preparatione through their knoHledge of the typee of material to
be displayed and *he types of caeee that ueuld have to be built |

: The mueeum etaffxalso ned moTe time to do theAreeearch.to prepare-

extra labels, better graphioe and maps 1n ordef to avéid theISame

-

interpxetive problems This extra effort te provide more data on

the artifacte proved to be worthwhile since thenchinese decided qpt

/ L

t to permit organized tours of the exhibition 16 to insure control over:
the cerrect ideologicel versione of China s hietory _
The Britieh E(eeentation of the ﬁBineee Exhibition was quite

different from that given by bhe ‘French. The organization apd: prepara~ '

AR R : “

'- tione for the exhibition were influenced by the Joint eponsorehip

Sof the exhibition by the British government with the Timee Newspapere
_of London The British governmen; dealt withﬁthe né&ctiations for the'
agreemente, while as ‘a ma;or eponeor of the exhibitlon 'The Timee

ot Newepapere played a naJor role in the curaterial preparatione fer

L displaying the exhibition . The Ghinese_Exhibition Cou.ncil of Londnn,l? |

G i

oqg!nized by the British governmenf”nae the eignator of the 1nter o~

'

"""" y agreement but the actual mechanics of &15p1aying the 9Xh1b1ti°“ .Lﬂ

: came under the.direction andreqponsibilitx of staff selected by the

Timee Newepapers.la”:Thiersioneorehip by a eorporate entity seemed to f
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for'the agreement to hold tﬁe exhih%%&on which was slgned by the_
Ghinese on Julf 2, 1973. The exhidbition opened on September 29, 1973,
The deiays and short lead time cauﬁed some'anxiety. In fact, "they
" had taken out abandonment insuranée as’'a hedge agalnst the poésibility
~of the Exhibitian never cémingloff.”19 |
| TQ; involfement of an 1ndependéai organization like the
Times Newspapers of Londﬁn Also added to the compllcations of the
exhibition arrangemgnts. An agreement had to be arranged between the
Times and the Briti;h ngérnment. This agreemeni-ﬁas beset with -
problamg as well, but they_were settled by a letter from the Times
to the Royal Academy, the'Foraign'énd Commonwealth Offlice aqd to the
Chairman-.of the Chinese Exhibltion Council.20 Essentially, the letter
set down the Times responsibilities, its coﬁmitments to pay rent to
the.Royal Academy: the payment of staff, the“disposal_of any monles
coliected and the recognltion that the governmeﬁt would have to handle
any disputes with outside governments,and authoritles_,.zl |
Despite the anxleties created during the negofﬂﬁtions, the
British organizers attribefed the success of the BY¥itish-Chinese

—

negotiatiéns to the close working relationship established between
L ]
C D. Hamilton, the chairman and Editor-in-chief afnthe Times Newspapers.
T 22
and Sung Zhi-guang, the Chinese Ambassador in London

= Every move made by the Chinese Exhibition Council
: 11 as the exhlbition organizers was communicated -
to the Ambashador. When he was not present the
ils were explained to the next in compand at‘the
Chinese embassy.” They achieved this$ through a series .
- of informal lunches and talks.  They did not go into
details, they simply painted the picture as it was
going along in broad general lines, showed Mr. Sung
the posters, catalogues, etc., in the making and all

3 E i
- ; . o
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"

of .the other steps and Ilnvited his comnent. Hls
initlal reaction was one of amusement at the way
in which they intended to publiclse the Exhibltion.
He became more interested however, and actually S
belped with the calligraphy 1n a manner th&t commended
itself very much to Professor Watson as well as to
his colleagues on the Chlnese Commlttee in Peking.
i Thus an excellent relationship was built up and this

_ became the foundaﬁadn of their (the British) success '

. with ‘the Chinese, '

%his close relationship be tween the British and the Chinese may have.
helped 1n the preparatlons rcr'zﬁe exhibltion; but later Chinese R
dissatisfaction ﬁith certain aséeits of'the British display intgnsified'l
after the exhibi@ion had gone to Vienna.q
In preparatilon forlthe Cana&ian verslon of the exhibition..
\:the Royal Ontario Museum made an effort £o_establish a close worklng
24

relationship wilth the Chinese Embassy in Ottawa, In the interest of

expediting the prep;rations for the exhibiti&n, the Rayél Oﬁtapio'.
Mhsauﬁ hqped tht many of the arrangeménts and necessary apﬁroﬁalé
could go through the Chinése Embassy in Ottawa rather than referring
back to Peking for approval. In fact, a good relationship was established
between the Chinese Ambassador and thé staff of the Rdfél Ontario
Museum. Thls relationship beéame particularly 1mportént‘1h thd later
) resolu£ion of the catalogue question by the Chairm;ﬁ of the Chinés;
Exhibitlon Councii.INoah Torne and His Excellency Ambassador Chang

Y

. Wen-ching,

+ . —_—t——

Commercial Influences Upon the Britlsh Version of the Exhibition

The Times'Newapapers were well experienced as the sponsors

- of an international ‘exhibition, since they had organized, financed and

operated the Tutankhamen Exhi;bition at the British Museum in 1972.25

-
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The organlzers of the Chinese Exhibltlon drew upqﬁ this experience with

thé-Tutankhamen Exhibition in order -to pfeﬁare to market the Chinese A

 Exhibition. The Tutarikhamen Exhibition was a great success drauﬂng more

than 1. 6 million visitorsgduring a period of four months The Times
Neuapapers wWas able to ZTecover Lhe .exhibition costs because of thq large ™ -
attendance, a nine—month exhibltion peried, and rent- free space 1n the
Brltis/h,Mnseum. In tfhe case\of the ‘Chinese Exfpibltion.. the British

organizers were not as optimistic about .maklng a proflt with an ex-

hibition tine of sixteen weeks, and a budget including reftal of the
) » . 4 Ll 3

Royal Academy. Consequently, the orgaﬁizers. Taveérner and/Pearse

anticipated a profit of only 100,000 pound§.26 The daily attendance of

the Chinese Exhibition, however, eventualk} exceeded that of the

Tutankhamen exhibition with elght to nine thousand people per day. 27 s

The Chinese were undoubsedly ple sed with the high volume

~ attendance althaﬁéh the capitalist hard sell of the exhlbition was’/
N = {
overwhelming bo om tdpological and cultural standards. Because of

-

the participatiaégaf the Times Neuspapers, this commercial aspect came

.v

‘to the foreffont and affecgﬁd much of the presentation
P
‘The. whole-approach is to sell the Exhibltion
to the public as hard as they can through the medium
of advertising, promotion, reproduction and \all the
other devices and gimmicks they could conjure up.
* Advertising agents were brought in to handle the
. design of the posters-and the (like and ‘they ‘have gone

! . to tremendous pains to hammer /the theme on buses, .
on the un%grground by means of street boardings and
r.-

. . so forth.

"~ This commerCial apprgach'to marketing and interpreting the exhjbltibn

29

was criticized in some "learned journals." The British opganizers

Iy
3 b3

f N LR

felt:
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. that a conﬂneroial approach 11.ke thls is the
only wa¥ to bring the treasures to the masses, and'
] this the academics are slowly coming, to.realize is
one of the blg objectives of the whole business.- ' £
Mr. Taverner sald that: after all if you were going
to stage 'an exhibitiBB there is only one way to do

o 1t and that is well.” ! - . . -“\\\;

.The Chinese and the Tines may have shared the similar.objective of"
. ' ’ o -

LY
]

O
n

delivering a mass li-ne_but the 1deologica‘i basis wg.é 'flquitegdi'fferlent'.f
“The reaﬁlt of this commercial pitch was thé,s..prearling of a contagion of |
_ Jade Fever, similar to Tut Fg#er:jl Some sinoiogists.fglf’that the

exhibitors did not méuke a .suff;r;ient effort to d]Tsplsfy the artifacts

to their full historical.and educational advanta,ge.) The. approach
) A L R ‘

should have aimed for maximum edu¢ation dividends that stretched the .

audience's inind and imagination, rather than seek short term economic

galns. o . .

Y

Commer%ia.lism. hoﬂever Was an important aspect of the
London exhibition Indeed, a wide selection of goods was created as

souvenirs of the exhibition visit-.—poatca:cﬂs, replicas,l and most

5

important of all, 'the catalogue, Although the. costs of mountin% the

exhibit:lon were the ma.in mpetus behind this seemingly mercenary

r

r approach to marketing the exhibition, the Times did have some alt:‘cuis‘tic
purposes’ for acquiring proTits. Specifically 'the profits were ddnated
to t.he Great Britain-China Committee, organized to further cultu.?l
tles between Great' Brita.in and Chlna.32 Later the Great Brita.‘in—china'

--Committee was..succeeded by the Great -Brifa‘.in China 'Center. with similér

so&ls and objectives of promoting grea.ter understanding and further

contacts, e e _ e : “ 5 e

‘There was also some dispute over’_thé purpose of pnblicit};.

e F .. . . s B i@
. 4 S ] i -
- . i, e :
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Members of the B B.C. had gone aIOng to Peking with the original ;

Franco- British delegation. with plane of photographing the collectlon.
The Chinese took a dim view of this advance publicity out of* concern

that, it would spoil the audience 8 curiosity if they could see the'
1

exhibition s contents on television Instead the British tried to

5

convince the Chinese that the promotion would generate nore intereet

34

to see the real thing. But the commeroialism with all- the publicity

and promotion of the exhibition offended Chinese sensibilities The o, W
1deologlcal tenaionsfclimaxed with the production of two films:I
"Times of Silk and Gold," d'“Times of Jade and Bronze,“ narrated - for
. the B.B. C by Hilliam Watson, the author of the British eouvenir catalcgue
Despite. the success of the exhibitioh in London the\British
apprcach drew criticism from the Chinese_on severai_points-—the title.
ﬁayout presentation interprBtation and the commercialiem. The Britieh
title for the exhibiticn and of the souvenir catalogue was The ggg&ug
of China which the Chinese rejected\cn grounds of the negative pol#¥tical
associations brought to mind by the word "geniue".35 ‘The layout had to

leave the audience with the correct impression and understanding of

= -

- sy [ e ; .
China's view of its own histcry and place in.the world._ The,exhibition'
- Was acclaimed in the British press however the layoue,created somg

}
confusion in the interpretation cf~the exhibits. and the distinctions

r

'between periods of China s histcry were unclear. Indeed,‘the layout 3 ‘
eeemed to encourage a divieion of China S history by dynastx rather '

‘.than the preferred Marxist periodization For example, the T ang hail,

.

which was created by British exhibitore. appeared to confuse the \
iRy

\

E historical sequence. Visitore to the exhibition would wander through

Y
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pert'cf the %'ang eection ihen move back in time into the Five Dynastles .
6 .
eection before ex ting through the remainder of the T'ang section. 3 |

| Although the exhibit dieplayed the artifacte in a striking manner,

.

the hietorioal context HAas: subdued out of deference to the artistic
i ’
presentation.

Another point of conteniion was the amcunt ofﬂépace required
for the-exhibition. The original agreements were quite specific about *
the amount of space needed, both out of a concern for the claritxwg

of presenting the correct sequence and for the ‘security of the artifacte.

iThe Chinese objected to the epaceaiimitation of 14,700 square feet but
the Britieh replied that the eﬁhibition layout was "alreedy designed"

and that there ' HAS8 not anymore space.j? Although the British exhibition

: 5,

was a falt accompli, the Chinese uererQuite adamant about this lssue in
s I ‘

subsequent arrangemente for the exhibition

.

The maps 1n the London exhibition a1d not adequately illustrate

4

'.“China s current geo-political position The mape were placed~at the
beginning qf‘each section of the exhibition and ehowed three main.

' citiee'and three rivere.39 The provincee uere noted with names 1n

-approximate poeitione. without ehowing epecific-boundaries ho‘ Thér

archaeologica&_sitee related to the artifacts in each eection of the
“Er
exhibition were also noted #1 '; . : . o "

-

Labels poeed another problem einoe they did not provide

sufficient archaeological and historical data on the. artifacts
,* . Vgry little emphaeie hae been put ‘on fﬁ% archaeological
' - dspect and there are no photos.of excavations or any -
reference to specific sites. - One really has to read-
' the ¢atalogue throughly(sic) to diiscover Wwhich obgect -
- came. from the eama tomb or site. ‘ 5
" sk o : Penb

e R S L B I (R s w gl
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These’ aspects of the exhibition became more politically signiflcant

when the exhibition was due to be sent to Canada. As the political
f\
atmosphere in China' grev. more tense. the Canadian éXhibitors had to

provide the Chinese with assurances that the Canadian presentation would

adhere to the Marxia{ 1nterpretation‘of China's history In every detail.

3 |
Vienna and Stockholm: ; .
. * . ! M
[ _ .
’Vienma'and Stockholm were the next two stops on the eaTibition

=

tour. 1In Vleﬂﬁa, the exhibitlon was-not disﬁlayed aocording to-the

*

Marxist seqmsnce of Chinese history. 43 Yet, the exhibition's simple”
_ deaign and use of free standing cases 1mpressed Henderson from the
Royal Ontario Museum.ga The teat of the=Austrian cataaogce was also
suoject to some revisions. For eaample;‘allﬁrefErencea "to Western
archaeological work had to be're'moved;'_‘}.‘45 ihe Auatrian“s map of'Coima

# also drew some criticism for 1ts use Jf dotted 1ines for 1nternaaional.

boundaries. : _ L | R A b
: " The Chinese felt that the dotted link was internationally
) ' recognized as an internal, provincial bound&ry marker
T R and was therefore incorrect in the- Austrian catalogu

They would like a solid line dividing the countries,”
‘The 'other obJection to the Austrian catalogue was over the printing
of the rest of a qucte from Mao rather than repfbducing his calligraphy.
Another obJecticn was more of a protoool issue ooncerning the numbers
of Austrian and Chinese flags. ‘on display with ¢he ‘exhibition. - The __;,;
Chaaese wanfed "one Chinese flag to each hoet country flag\ﬁieplayed W7
Hhen ‘the exhibition moved ‘to" Stockholm. the Swedish exhibitors;

merely removed, the museum's permanent collection and used the exieting i

display cases for the- Chinese materials 48 instead Of making any -
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special efforts in set and display design. .As with the British
exhibition, the Chinese Were upset with the ondgr of the artifacts

in thq Swedish exhibition.u? “It was reported that--

Insteaﬂ of chronological onder{ they want the
various objects dieoggered at ‘each excavation to
be- grouped together
4 »
' The Chlnese were also concerned with controlling any interpretations

~

of the exhibitdon. For examp;e, the Chinese objected to an independent
lecture series offered by a Swedish profeSSor. Since tho'lecturesF
were not spbnsored by the Swedish museqm, hostzng the exhibition the
Chinese were concerned that the prjressor would criticize China -
Regardless oi these concerns, "the Swedes . . . refused to cancel the

‘ 1ectures.“5% ) “ L : " o “’

 he no_st startling event in Sweden was the withdrawal of

exhibit number 258, a Conquian ;cript. that Hes replaced by anotherll-
eoript‘from the T'an; dynaety.52 Thie:change in artifects foreshadowed
the future difficultiee for the exhibition ‘s 1nterpretation in, Canada
The revisions of the Swedish catalogue ‘also prompted'some of the
'Royal Ontario Museum staff to be-ooncerned about futore implications
for tqfif version of_thelexhibition.§3. | ' | .

!‘. ;o : =
The Impact of the Negotiations and the égreements Upon the Catalogue

b

. Z . N : o ';f
The catalogue, the main souvenir of the exhibition became

'1tho eubject of the greateet controversy between the Chineee and the

Canadian exhibitore. Both the text and the format of the catalogue

.'_/-

had changed as the exhibition progressed These revisions were prompted o

_b:,r a ehifting pol‘:l.tica.l a.t.moephere within Ghina. Theee che.ngee in
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ideological standards proved to be particularly'challengirgto the = ™

'.Canadian'organizers. )
' o
4

. . & 2 1 & ——t

' The Or igins of the Canadian Cetalogue: ng Ihfluence'gg Afticle l'gie
the Inter-Agency Ageement : ; ' : s :

Ee]

As the negotiations for the agreemente toek pla.ce both in
Peking end Ottawa., Roya.l Onta.rio Museun officials cens‘idered seve?’hf

alterna.tives i‘or producing a souvenir catalogue-—writins and editing

.

a‘bpmpletely Canadian version,saproducing a joint: catalogue with the

Americans,55or revising the Eritish version of the catalogue 56 Canada 5

-

Vo

status as a bilingual nation also promp'ted consid.era.t on of the .‘ ,' A

production of a bilingual catalyme- ? ‘but as the negotiations continued

it became increasingly -apparent that the organizers wouldﬁhave to
¢ ﬁn ¥ ' "’L
revise thei:: pla.ns in accerda.nce Hi‘th stricter guidelinq% from the ¢ s

' Chinese. In’ particular, the terms of Article I of the inter-agency .

agreement influenced and directed all aspects of the exhibition inc.J.uding
—-—-——l—l—e-——u—- F\
the layout of the artifacts. graphics. lebels and finally the text of

the ca.ta.l'og,‘ue

Ehe pfoblerpe encou.n'tex"e'd. duri;ig the exhibition tour p:fer T

to arrival iﬁ‘Cahada influenéed“thé'besitiope_takenlby Chinese and

' Canadian officials du:cing-"the.‘negoti'atioris:. As the tepns of the inter-
agency agreement beca.me clea.rez.. it bec;me obvious tha.t ma.n;r aspec'is of .
the exhibition display would ha.ve to be reviewed. Criticisms of fhe
fo:cma.‘t of the London Exhibition a.nd eepeeia.lly the British ca.talogue i
came out gradua.lly, during discussions between Canadian a.nti Chinese

' efficia.ls, on the wording of the a.graemente. . The ca.talogue eentrovere:,rl L
developed when ﬁhé Ca,naclian revisions to the ea.talegue text were found - i

. ——
bt .I‘r Nemn g W -.. _g

A ui ARy e . o . STy

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



3 s - ) L . - . i 5 3 ; )
i' to fall sﬁort of the continually revising ideologlcal standards of
: o X N - ]
~ the Chinese.

Royal Ontario Museum' officials hoped the wording of Article
of the inter-sgency agreement would be~the same 3% that in previous
agreements. From the muse 's perspective, 1t was a question of

i‘ profepsional 1111'-951‘11‘-}'

o s

Rl With regard to the presentation of. the Exhibition

: -+ . the Canadian side prefers the wording adopted by

k the Chinese side in their other Exhibition agreements.
' + "+ That wording is ggnsidered to' be consistent with sound

~ museum practice. - . .

The Royal Ontario Museum made a sincere effort from the beginning

to’ prepare their presentation in accordance with Chinese wishes.

. The Chinese did not appear however to recognize the time constraints
affecting the Hoyal Ontario Museum in respect to the catalogue. Canadian
officials adVised'the Chinese that the Royal Ontario Museum pganned

13 »

' \
+ to use the British catalogue--with a new title and introduction e
; e ; : _ R -

unless the Chinese promptly provided pnotographs and-grephics of the |

’exhibition\caterials The Chinese’ responded by stressing their ob-
Jection to the British title and some captions although the specific
captions were not identified. The Canadians were inclined*to assupe

that the Chinese would accept the Royal Ontario Museum alternative on 8
~ the catalogue if the photo%raphics were not supplied 59 As the discussions

continued however, Canadian assumptions proved to ‘be false as the

Chinese raised more ob;ections to'the Canadian oatalogue
” Once the Royal Ontario Huseum decided out of oonsiderations

of finance and time to use a revised version of the British catalogue,

- B

+

—

the Chinese voiced even - stronger oriticisms of the British version of

“ N -
4 - o s . i . ER O Ve . G re 7 s . ' i p
g P e i & : - s abilpet Rl e
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' the exhibition catalogue and presentation - Of course; representatives\\\\gik
t‘_.__. s TR ‘____‘_‘_-
of the-Royal Ontario Museum were c&ncerned that the Chinese might veto

the Canadian presentation either:on purgkorial'issues-or the‘revisions

of the catalogue. Royal Ontario Mueeum:officials'Herelanxious that

‘o .-

_any pfeblems be solved through discuseions ‘at the EmbaSSy level 1n

'.Ottawa rather than a mpre lengthy process of referring to Peking Th-

Chinese assured ‘the . Canadians that any problems Hould be dealt Hlth
promptly elther in Ottawa or Pekiné 60

4

The subsequent difficulties with tne-tert of:tne catalogue
were, not anticipated and‘the problems were not resolved qUiekly or.l.
easily. Canadien‘officiais 1n‘Pek1ng'hnd warned Ottawa of the‘potential'
pitfalls of relying upon tr‘ Emba.ssy in Ofta.wa for final approval on. ‘

cultural 1ssues .
J . .
. On the role of Chinese Embassies abroad, you' should "' .
' be aware 'thht Chinese Ambassador and/ Cultural Attaché
in' Rome both viewed much denounced Antonioni film . -
long in advance of release and approved 1t. They-are - g
both now on leave in China. We suggest 1t would be
prudent for us to submit fo the nformation department
as soon as'possible a,complete Iist-of changes in detall
~which the Royal_oﬁg?rio Museun/proposed to make to the °
British Catalogue T2 " "g :
/ - S B
Chinese intérest in the text of the catalogue was also 1ndicated g

"in other aspects of the inter-agency a eements . As-part_of the verbal _"
| .understandings with the terms of the

'rCanadian side had to provide the Chinese side with “three hundred copies

of each of its maJor publications relating to the exhibition “6 Hhen

G S it 5

d -the exhibition returned te China. these publications were to be distributed
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LR
submitted to theqchinese Enbassy in Ottawa " ? AlthOugh there were

some 1iberties for the Canadian side in the use of the Chinese materials,

the final publication remained subJect to Chinese approval Tnis

a

last ninute veto would prove to be quite perplexing

B . s . ) L v
< - ;

Zhe Cat&loﬁgé Controversy In Canada ; I :3
o ' ' ' .ot .5

: \ A e,
The catalogue oontrover3y Was disoussed by members of the

—

Department of External Affairs, the Canadiaﬁ—Embassy in'Peking, and 5

m

the Royal Ontario Museum with their Chinese counterparts at the Bureau\ %

of Foreign Affairs and the Chinese Embassy in Ottaua. w1th the approach
y .
. of‘the date of.. the exhibition s opening, decisions about the publioation

<. of the catalogue had to be made1 sometimes withoqt clear qfficial i
- approval of the Chinese Offioial approral seemed to be stalled and
neither officials in. Ghina nor at the Chinese Embassy in -Ottawa" appeared

ta want to take responsibility for final approval In the absence of
':off*oial approval or disapproval and with'approaching deadlines, the

-

'Royal Ontario- Museum pressed on with 1ts decision to use a revised version
'of'the British catalogue . o e

. The ‘museum strove to fulfii? 1ts obligations to provide the
”.Chinese, uith its pr0posed revisions to the catalogue. During a visit
: f_of Chinese officials to the Royal Ontario Museum to discuss the prepara—

:“tions for the exhibitioﬁ' the Ghinese were provided with cogies of the

A

frevisions to the catalogue and with explanations for the changes o

'a"

it The museum officials reported to External Affairs that the Chinese
ﬁi"seemed pleaeed and agreeable but made no official comment.ﬁ65 Hithout

' ;foffioial comment, the catalogue Has not really endorsed v At this time._“
' PR W '
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External'Affairs also recelved information'that the Confucian scriﬁt _ &
~  was withdraim and replaced in the Swedish version of the exhibitionuéél" '

‘sl-.
This change in artifacts signalled a maJor change in China's mood about,

£5S ideorogical~message of the exhibition

' The Chhneee views of the impact of the terms of the inter- 3
« . : O

agency agreement and accompanying oral agreements, upcn the cazalegue

~ and any publicity were outlined to Canadian re\heséﬁﬁgitfes/in a \_' ;.q-

meeting with Mr Su Shih min at tne Chinese Embassy Specifically;
F I.I . -~ i
Su reminded the Canadian representatives; f ; . i o &

that all publicity material be based on materiai v .

‘supplied by the Chinese, side.or on material from : S

Chinese sources. Prbofs or.copies of all such material &7 :

must pe sent to the Embassy for approval before release JQL

The Chinese officials at ‘pe Embassy did not want to make any final

-

de01sions on' the Canadian revisions to, the catalogue “1In. China, cfficials

at the Ministry of Foreign AffET.s were also hesitant to allay- Canadian

LI

ﬁonoerns about a vetc by-refusing to.mske any official comments - In’

the absence of any opinion. Canada decided not, to supply any further

infprmation on revisions unless it. was requested 68 Chinese silence’ .<f
cn5 e’ 1ssues Nas confusing and no doubt nerve wracking for the-
Royal O tario'Museum g w ' L g - Ly T

e
"

' Information on the catalogue revisions was reportedly forwarded

' to-the Chinese Embassy in Ottawa, External Affairs noted that there was

. : o

no point in pushing the matter about approval cf revisions. lt_seemedﬁ

.more tactful at the time to wait and see.."

; - - Catalogue changes have been given to Chinese ity el
4 ..~ Embassy in Ottawa. ey Since catalogue has “.ﬂ._ T
Lo ~ already:gone to print we agree that'no purpose: . . .
i ;would ke served'by further attempts to obtain
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approval for these chahg;es.69

The catalogue crisls became more apparent in the further

- ' oy .
efforts to secure a firm appreval of the text even though 1t had gone

to the publishers Because of printing deadlines. The Chinese Embassy

had been relatlvely.énthuslastic about Uuaiunparations for the exhibitlon

but in the absence of officlal endorsement, the Royal Ontarlo Museum

rem%i‘ad ﬁnderstandabiy'uapertaln and anxious about the approval of the

" [}
“text. - ‘o N
The other question perté&ns to our catalogue now
being.printed in Britain. Tht Chinese Embassy
has now been most cooperative and helpful and
they have in fact the ful}l text we are employing
in the Embassy right now! Without comling out .
and asking for it, we would 1fke to secure a firm )
declaration from them that they do in fact accept
the content and order of this catalogue.’ Naturally
we will rush the first cqfy to the Ambassador and
expect him to give it his approval right then. I
hate to think what we would do if he should suddenIy
demand a change. I am seeking the assurance now
because we foresee the necessity of increasing our
order from the initial 50,000 by another 50,000, a
decision ;8 shall have to take within the next
ten days.
L

For the Royal Ontario Museum, it was particularly important since

breaking even on the exhibition costs depended upon the sale of the

catalogues, as well as admissions and souvenir sales. Dr. W. Tovell

LY

tried to clarify with Ambassador Chang the issue of official approval
for the catalogue since the Royal Ontario Huseum was anticipating

great. §uccess with the exhibition and uanted to order a second printing
Before we place this additional ordar. we )
© wlsh to assure ourselves that there has been no
- change of view with regard to the _acceptability
- of our catalogue as agreed verbally at our meeting
on April 16th. I would therefore be most grateful

g to havel Your Excellency’'s reassurance on this matter
as our decision for re- ordering the catalogue must
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be taken within awsfk now Af we are to obtaln
delivery in tlme.

But by asking for a written endorsement of a previous verbal ‘approval,
the Royal Ontarlo Museum left 1tself open to some reconslderation of

‘the entire issue. Although Tovell thought a copy of the catalogue had

y, 7%

been given to the Chilnese Embassy, on March 20, 197 the Chilnese

insisted that a copy was not recelved,

. When Mr, Yao Jen-liu of our Embassy visited your
nuseum on March 20, 1974, he was not gilven the
text of your catalogue. What he received were
only the two-page material entitled "Changes to
the Catalogue” and 21 pages of material Including
* ' some charts which your .Museum proposed to supplemerit,
* The above-mentloned materlals have been duly transmitted
by the Embassy to aae Department concerned in Peking
" “for consideration.’ .

* .

This responée also indlcated some of the cause of deléy in approval
-since the Embassy had to communicﬁte with Pekihg. These were the
types of delays that the Royal Ontaric Museum wanted to avold.
The Chinese, on the other hand, had a different percepfzbn
of the events that lead to the catalogue crisis.

When Mr. Su Shih-min of our Embassy met the Canadlan
officlals on the occaslon of the signing of the

A . Agreement on April 16, 1974, he made the following
remarks with regard-to materlals for publicity, which

ls actually a mere affirmation of the. verbal agreement
reached” by the Chinese and Catiadian sides in Peking:

the Canadlan side shall use materials provided by the
Chinese side for publication, or in case using its own
materials, shall send the proofs to the Chinese EmbaZsy
prior to this printing for comment, though the Chinese
side is not responsible to give approval to its printing.
In the gourse of the talks, nelther the Chinese side nor
the Canadian 5&@9 made reference to the catalogue or

its printing.”” &

Lo b 2
The Chinese Embassy in Ottawa was not empowered to make any declsions
without authorization from Peking about the Chinese exhibition. Nevertheless,

.
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the Embassy did indicate disapproval of actlons taken by the Canadian

side long after the CangE};n side sought some opinion'upon tﬁem by
the Chi;ase. Consequently, the Ro}%l Ontario Muséum was informed
.on June 10, 1974 by Counseliog Wang Cﬁu-liang thét én_additionél

- printing of the catalogue.was nét approved of-by the Embassy .

I feel surprised and deem 1t unfortunate that you

have already printed your catalogue of the Exhibition

of Archaeological Finds of the People’s Republic of

China without prior consultatlon with the Chlnese side.
The printing of the catalogue 1s an important

affair. In view of the latest development, we -are

now reporting the matter to Peking asking for

Instruction. We expect that our Embassy offlclals

shall approach the Canadian side for discussion.

The date for the meeting shall be suggested 1n the

near future. 8

) For the time being, you are requested not to
print any more catalogueﬁs T trust this will:
neet with your' approval. - -

3

This was a bombshell, considering the amount of time and money. invested

in ‘preparations for the exhibition and the catalogue Scme of the

worst fears of the organizers seemed confirmed.

—r-

. - At this point, the Royal Ontario Museum strove to check on

the sequence.of events that a\ed the controversy. Guy‘Pearse, the

exhibitlion manager. este ed that the text of;the catalogue  had

- been given to-Mr. Yao of the Chinese Embassy during his visit to the
‘Royal Ohiarig Muéeum on March 10]719?#.; According to Pearse's estimates
‘the Chinéée_had "27 days 1n whiCh.td-react favbrabij or otherwise to

76

the7text " Then on April 16; 19?& at the signing of the inter “agency

agreemsnt the Canadian side-*Royal Ontario Museum officials and a

: repreaentative from External Affairs--"received a verbal indication

from the Chinese side that the text of the catalogue ‘was acceptable “77

R
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The Canadian Embassy, in Peking, Was 1nformed of Chinese
dlsapproval of the Canadian catalogue, in a statement from the Deputy
Director of the Information Depantment,‘ministry of Foreign Affalfs 1n‘

»
Peklng. This 1nf0ima£ion was forwarded to the Royal Ontarilo Museum in
a letter from Freeman Tovell to Walter Tovell on June 25, 1974.

IDu}lng our (External Affairs representatives) discusslons
concerning the.Exhibition we agreed that the Canadlan
slde must use materlal provided by the Chlinese side and
that the Canadian slde must give the Chinese side proofs
" of the catalogue before it was printed. This was to
avold problems encountered in France and England. During
further discussions, the Canadian side had saild that it
was going to use the British catalogue because of
, shortness of time but that it would modify those points
’ . whlch the Chinese slde opposgd. We learned in March
: that the Canadian side had provided the Chinese Embassy
with a 1list of modifications but it did not provide
full proofs of the catalogue. We regard thils as a
violation of our verbal agreement. . . .Now we have
recelved a message that the Canadian side has printed
50,000 coples of the catalogue before hearing our op+gion.
This is not in accordance wWith our verbal agreement. .

b=

2 g !
As far as the Chlnese were concerned, the Canadian catalogue still .

needed revisions. They suppllied a copy of a Chinase catalogue,, to -

L

be used ‘as a guidelina for revising the Canadian one. According to T —

the Chinese, the problems with revisions were the result of Canadian
errors. N

We did not expect these brobléms to arise since we

told tHe Canadian side of our concern very early

in the negotiations. We hope" that all the. necessary

measures will be taken to modify the catalogue in

order’ to ensure the success of.the exhibition and 29

for the spirit of friendship between our two countries.’” -

The financial considerations for the Royal'Oniario Museum

‘were quite significant. Time was running out as well and the museum 5

‘budget depended upon ‘the return of the. capital outlay for the exhibition,
through the sale of the catalogue. The Lnterast,expressed 1n the

A
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exhibition promisedilarge sales in the oatalogue " The Chlnese were
reminded of the considerable efforts made by Canada to keep the

Chinese informed about the oataloguea

Despite requests for a 1iet_of any. further changes
' the Chinese might wWish to make while 1t was still
-technically possible to include them,''no such 1list
was recelved. Because of the great urgency to have
' the catalogue printed, the Chinese-side was informed
both in Peking and Ottawa that due to the time factor
' 1t would not be possible to submit proofs to the
) ‘ _ Chinese side for its examination,
' On March 20 the Chinese Embassy was given a
1ist which detailed all changes being implemented
by the council. -No response was received nor any
indication given by the Chirese side ‘that these
changes were not entirely satisfactory nor was it
indicated by the Chinese side that it had any 'view
i . on these changes or wished any other changes made
. until June 17. This, of course, approximately seven
weeks before the exhibition was due to open. Meanwhile,
at the time of the signing of the interagency agreement
“on April 16, the Council received from the Chinese
Embassy what it believed 'in good faith te be verbal
assurances that the Chinese side was in agreement
with the changeg 1t had painstakingly made, that
it had no others to propose and that the provision
of proofs as earlier agreed orally would not now be
necessary. In these circumstances the ¢ouncil's belief
that the-Chinese side had no further comments 58 make ’
on its catalogue was clearly a reasonableaone

The Canadian side felt that this review of their efforts to oomply

-"' with the agreements would demonstrate to the Chinese that they had

aoted in good faith
. Time was of ‘the essence, - Ghinese dissatisfaction with the
catalogue threatened to cancei the exhibition. In an effort to promote}
3 discussion and’fb resolve the crisis, representatives -of the Canadian
side in. Ottawa proPOsed the Chinese re—examine the Canadian position
._in a spirit of good- faith and cooPeration. |

The council is confident that tha Ghinese side will N
coopefate sympathetioally in order to overoome the‘

——t
E s
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‘... | : :
- grave difficulties it now faces in making final
- preparations for the exhibition. It believes
- the two sldes should henceforth not look backwards
on how this situation has arisen, but forward so.
' as to solve it in’ the inger st of continuing friendship.
between our two peoples;“1~ o3t t e

R

On June 28th, 1974, just over month}before the proposed
opening of August 8th, Dr. W. Tovell went to Ottaua to discuss furthef
-the oatalogue ﬁroblem with representatives of the Chinese Embassy.

"In an.effort to resplve the problems, the Canadlan side offered to
print a "Corrigenda and Addenda," with a revised historieal table and
a map. that would be placed so as to block out the map of the original
Canadian catalogue. Tovell . | |

could not give the ‘exact détaiis of how this would
take place until we have talked with a publisher.
However 1t is the principle that matters. " The ' ¥
sheets would hide the gap that you (Mr. Su Shih-min)
requested not be used

)

Instead the discussions on revisions brought forward more specific
criticisms of the British catalogue such as the maps and historical

1nterpretation of the text A letter from Dr Tovell to Mr“ Su
. r : '
‘Shih—min put forwand the Museun's proposals that there uould not be

a reprint of the revised English catalogues and the Chinese cetalogUe o

* N\
-—thet had 'been received on June 17~- would be ueed‘if it-was necessary

to print a second catalogue Tovell recalled the impossibility of

complying with the Chinese suggestions for revisi&ﬁbthe British g'f

“, catalogue._ _

I recall that you indicated. that the chahges requested
An the revised English catalogue weT® only the major .
changes and that there were statements in ‘the reVised

. English text whieh aid not give a valid picture of

_ Chinese history You alsoc indicated that you uould

" like to See the changes that were” submitted to:

. the Royei’Omtario Museum be incorporated 1nto the :

P L
. . . H

. . . - .
Lo a ‘ 3 . A
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o . catalogue. In reply I pointed out that this was
v impo sible.as the catalogues were now in transit
ST eomekhere'in the middte of the Atlantic Ocean |
and that there were Mo facilitles in Canada for
reprinting the catalogue and that the method I -

. suggested previously appeared to be the only
solution open to us, particularly in view of the
shortness of time, :

- -In closling, you indicated that gou would submit
our propoeale to Peking for comment.

The_pfOpbsed revisions to the catalogue from the Chinese side-had
. oome too late, and attempte at thie point to correct the problem
to tbe complete eatiefaction of the Chinese were impossible.’
_ The catalogue crisis continued through July and up until
) the August: Sth openlng, as all parties defended their interpretations
"of_the events and of jhe.agreements affecting the oaﬁa;ogue. Specifioally.l
the Chinese. side objected to 'the Canadien side'e 1nterpretaeion of

Chinese statements. = , —_ é
I (the Chinese Representative in Peking) have gained
a distinct impression that the Canadian side is shifting
responsibllity for its printing of the -British catalogue
on to us, We‘cannot accept this. You (the Canadian
'repreeentative) refer to good faith several times. We
. have never mentioned good faith. We have said that the
' Canadian side has printed the British catalogue without
receiving our opinion on.revisions and that this is against’
oyr verbal agreement. On this'we are on firm ground.
You only submitted part of the catalogue for -our opinion,
and eéven then before you obtained our opinion you published.
L o Aooording to our report from Ottawa, your reeponsible
= 3 . members state.  Peking had approved the publication. We
" .never agreed to the publication of the British catalogue.
I said that after the British catalogue: was revised it -
would need approval. Our, Embassy in Ottawa did not agree
to publicetion. We never agreed to the publication of
o the British catalogue. ‘I said that after the British
.. .catalogue was revised it would need approval - Our Embassy . °
in. Ottawa did not agree to publication. Because you did
not recetive any objections doee not mean we accepted ity
Besides you say that on April ‘16 the Chinese side agreed
5 to the ohangee. ‘This does not aooord with facts, At the
il . beginning of June We_ oontaoted ﬁhe Ganadian authorities e
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5, " concerned ‘to discuss the matter. Before that we had
' not expressed our attitude. Therefore. from this -
..~ statement I have a deep impression that the relevant . . . -
' organization of the Canadian side is shifting reggonsibilit};
to the Chinese side. We cannot agree with this.

]

Evidently both the Canadian and Chinese sides had very different

-

opinions on this issue and its development One can appreciate the

.Chinese criticisms of the Canadian side interpreting silence as

- \pproval hcwever the Canadian side had advised the Chinese about the
. necessity of a decision within certain deadlinee.

The Chinese appreciated the Ganadian approach of looking

- forward to resolving the problem rather than looking backward on how
, 1 . '
iteccurreq; yet the Chinese seemed to want-the blame shifted completely

onto the Canadian side. The Chinese were alsc determined that the )
Canadians acknowledge responsibility In a foruard looking spirit

the Canadians offered to print a corrigenda and addenda« however
> ;

- this solution was unecceptable to the Chinese.

‘You must revise  the British cafalogue according to
. our 0p1niog§'or print a catalogue based on our '
' materials. toe ; .

L.

The Chinese response to the eorrigenda and addenda solution seemed

to, be an ultimatun which threatened the possibility of having an

oo : ' ‘ iy By

~ exhidbitiop. ;

5 : ’ 2 - ' es . i Va

_ : When Chinese were asked if the Chinese side o4
B ik - would be content with anything less than a cemplete ' .
o reprinting, ‘they were told that the catalogue must ;“.“
be revised "according to Chinese materials" or the

'Chinese catalogue.be uggd A COrrigenda and Addeﬁd‘

would be unacceptable.

The catalogue 1ssues uere raised again in a mbeting on’ Juiy '

hth 19?4 tween H. Tovell anddSu Shihﬁmin at the Chinese Embassy

&

i:n Otta.wa More problems with the British catalogue surfaced in these
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, " o ¢ &8
discussions. For the Chinese, the only solution was reprinting.
™ - Mr. Su raised the points which comprised his 4
opening statements and were as follows: for the
50,000 catalogues that have been published the
Chinese government does not agree with a "Corrigenda -
. & and Addenda" solution. They hope that the catalogue
?’ will be reprinted according to the changes provided by
the Chinese side. He stressed that onlyImportant
changes wére given to 'us but on answer to a question
i _ from 'me, 1 gathered that these are the only changes
: ‘that they would request. Howéver they do indicate
- that there are other errors in the catalogue. Also,
- they apparently take exception to some of 9ur '
tnanslations, eg. "state" and "dynasty?

rM‘\\Some points of contention were avoided The Chinese were quite.

particular ‘about the map ‘of China to be displayed in the exhibit
The Chiﬁ’d{ were specific about boundaries showing Peking as a
‘capital and Taiwan as a province. - A map ‘for the exhibition was

provided,by'the ﬁepartment-of_External'Affairs. Nevertheless, the

corrigenda and addenda'soluticn‘to the catalogue controversy, that .
was frequently proposed, reﬁained unacéeptable.88 The concern with
‘f
_,publications includednnot only“the catalogue but also any aspect

of promotion of the exhibition Consequently, the Chinese insisted

on their right to veto anything that did not represent the exhibition

according to their perspective. .

~_Mr Su stressed that for the successful holding of
this exhibition? two agreements ‘had been signed and
there had also been verbal agreements. These were-~that

- Af the Canadian goverrment were to publish material,
the Canadian side must use material 'supplied by t §
Chinese side or eend proofs prior to publication.

. Evidently Hith regard to the cataloguen there was some misunderstanding
i .!1°V°r ihe_format of presenting the corrections to the Chinese " The . g
'j-Chinese expected more than two peges of re?isions._ The entire ,"

' ;circumstances of this difficulty were explained to External Affairs
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|1'
by Dr. W. Tovell.: . E, s, F R s

) ' Mr. Su indicated that no proofs had been sent in
' advance and,-ae-a matter' of fact, ‘only two pages
, . of changes were submitted (I MUST EMPHASIZE EEHE
“ , ¥ THAT THEY HAVE TAKEN THE TWO PAGES AS THE ON
"‘CHANGES, HHIGH IS_CORRECT: HOWEVER, THE, ENTIRE
BRITISH CATALOGUE WAS PART OF THE TEXT THAT WAS
TO BE USED, MR. SU STATED, I BELIEVE, THAT 24
MARCH 197 WAS THE DATE| FOR THIS). -Without waiting
for any response from the Chinese side, . 50 000 ,
coples were published. ] :
Mr.. Su referred tolmeetings of 2-February
and 21 February 1974 inithe Caqadian Embassy . * '
~when Mr. Evans qmet with Chinese officlals and
.during this meet&hg the Chinesé officials re-affifm
their vlews on the Watson catalogue Therefore,
they consider what we have done to be a violation
of the agreements and understanding. Y
sarhe ‘difficulties, he stressed, were not from
the Chinese side: "We provided our own changes."
He closed by, expressing the hope that everything
could be"splved; ‘however, the Royal Ontario. Museumgo'
'had not changed the views of . the Hatson catalogue

» For the Royal Ontario Museum. the catalogue difficulties represented

a considerable setback in the planning which continued to threaten
¥ the possibilities of cance]lation ._ |
The situation deteriorated eJen further when the Canadian

end Chinese representatlves continued to disagree over whether the
eatalogue had been diseusaed ai.an earlier date, -
5 " The point to be made ‘here is that it was my clear
understanding that after. the discussions in the-
Department of . External Affairs afteér the. signihg
.-of the agreement on 17. April, 1974, 1 had indicated
to the Chinese side-that the cdtalogue was already
' being published; this statement was repeated twice
and ‘supportéd by a.statement on'file from Mpewjohn
. - 'Ausman of the. Depa:r:tmeng of . External Affairs. However. :
& ' Mr. Su indicated' that catalogues|were not mentioned -
E during that meeting.. He. stressed again, the hope
, that we would solve ‘this smoothly ‘but there was no oy
alternative open to us from the Ghinese side. He g
went on to say that there were problems in France | . -

and Britain but things went smoothly in Vienna and ke
s e . ol . i
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'Siockholu,_so why'are we-having troubie in 'Ce.nada.91

Yet in Stookholm the Cbnfucian sctﬁpt was uithdrawn from the exhibition

b

‘which eeemed to foreshadow greater difficulties With the 1nterpretatiom

.of,the exhibition.'
Mr. Su Shih- min oriticized Dx. W. T0ve11 s letter of July

© xR
' 3w 19?b for failing to summarize the diecuseion accurately Aocording'
R
to Mr. Su 5 viewpointr’the letter did not adequately express China s

dissatisfaction with the Watson- catalogue

' As,jou Will recall, at_the_meeting you 'handed to me
a letter dated July 3, 1974 which purported to
summerize (eic) our discussion on June- 28, 1974,
After reading it, I responded to state that the letter
did not correctly interpret our discussion on June 28,
as 1t made no account of almost all the views expressed
. ; by our side, particularly those views concérning the.

I necessity of deleting the gross mistakes in Watson's
P OE Catalogue and our being unable to accept your proposal.
' to attach a “Corrigenda and Addenda" to the Canadian

. Catalogue, which is apparently inappropriate to a
.~ . matter of such serious nature. You said that you §2
-~ agreed to the above mertiopged statement made by me.

The.éhinese were 1neistenp,¥ha£ the text of they catalogue be revised.
_ if the'cafaiogue'was uot-révised'"the Chineeelfelt that the agreemente
boad been vioie;ed Consequently, the Royal Ontario Museum aog—ehe
'Department of External Affairs Were caught trying to work out an "

~acceptable formula that would permit the use of the existing 50 000 '

; catalogues. gad | , _
b e f_ . - Inet 1nquiriee intolmethods of complying with Chiﬁese |
demands seemed to unoover even more difficulties. For example. the
3 publisher of the catalogue wae unwilling to reviee the oopyright text
:1 mwithout agreeing to the specifio revisione requested by the Chinese ‘

Even if a new eetalogue had been publiehe& it could not be prepared and .
3 :' r 3 w’. i A Eart - B ; _. ! ',r : . o

¥ gty T i I e TR R T o S
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delivered . in time for the exhibition opening, it Hould arrive six to:

eight Weeks after the openiog A teler from .Bob Ducae. a Times
-
represantative, tc Barbara Stephen reveals much about the British

.

stand on these revisions
5 This whole situation is a direct repeat of what'
happened to us here in London. Then we. insisted
that .the catalogue we had produced was used. As
. - you know it was. Would suggest most: earQestlyfthat
oy Ottawa pays attention t¢ the Chinese -critique but
still uses the catalogue in precisély the same form
as. produced for you now. Any questions before we
see a sight of the critique or the suggested changes,
' please do not hesitate to get An touch, ' Obvlously
if Ottawa digs their heels in then there is going
to be no problems on this side of the Atlanfto
but 1f Ottawa falls in line with tgs Chinese wishes
then speed is of the very essence

'Evidently. the publisher did not appreciate’that the situation had‘
deteriorated since the exhibition.was held in London‘nor'that many
'\of the difficulties with_the.exhibitibnlarrangements'in.London helped

to set the stage for'the“controvérsﬁ'in Canada:\ ' |

- The Text,and.The Format of The Catalogue

—_—

" ;i
. W

.The catalogue'controversy is most cieariy'iliustrated by a
comparison of the catalogue texts in. particular the British catalogue
:and the Canadian revised version of the British catalogue: with thej
'textual corrections requested by the Chinese.ga The Chinese inter— .

'_pretation of history Hith its revised ideological themes had to be

K

'_clearly presented both. in the exhibition and in the eouvenir catalogue.'h'-
'fConsequently. the appropriate heroes cf China s class struggles had to |
2 be celebrated and the villains were caetigated cr ignored Confucius

_ became the villain ‘of the piece for his efforts to maintain a slave
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: eociety inetead of suppcrting the “progreesive" change in sooial structure
from.elave to feudal soclety. . However gonfuoiue magor crime was to

remind the more ideologically‘etrident membérs of China's political
elite of the revisionist-trends within the Communlst party.

i
i

' The Revisione ¢ B el

As with the title of tbe exhibition. the Chinese were gquite
particuler about the title of the catalogue For the exhibition and

" the catalogue, the British used the title The Genius of. China‘ An-

95

Exhihlticn of Archaeological Finde of the Pecple s Republic of China.
" The wcrd "genius" celebrated the achievements of the’ upper clisees
rather than the struggles of the lower clasees Thus-"geniue Ieeemed i
to imply the artifacts in the exhibition were . only the reeult of the
directicne ar authority of an inspired elite. Hence the British title
oelebrated~the leaderehip in,ahina s past rather than paying tribute"
to China's ertieane who struggled under a. corrupt leedership On' the
contemporary front,'"geniue" brought to mind the ongoing etrugglee -
between the masses end the ruling elite. ‘R f

Both arohival eourcee of material for thie theeie contained

“a phctooopied.copy of the Britieh catalogue Hith the problem eectione‘

"cro;eed:out.- The ideological reasons: for these corrections were not
provided Nevertheleee in the caee of the Britieh catalegue Canad
wae willing - acoommcﬁre the GhineSe._ Indeed the Canadian version .
of the Britieh catalogue oontainec many revieione beginning with the'

title, which was chenged to The Ghinese Exhibition: The Exhibition of o

&rchaeological Finde of the People s Republic of Ghine.96 Qatalcgue
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‘revisions Were nade 1n the maPS;.tbe table of contents, chronological

!.T" i q
5 ‘tables and. mos@gnificantly the interpretation of‘ the careera of
Confuciue and Emperor Ghin Shih. Huans Ti . '

The‘maps‘were a point of controvers?; In:both the Britishi
[ J . I. . g "',I . , . .
and the‘Canadian're#ised version of the catalogue, maps of Chlna were

fl

on the. inside front and back flaps of the catalogue ‘Both maps were ;

'the same" The Chinese reJected the mapsg?because international boundaries

" were, not clearly 1dentified according to the Ghineee view, Both the L s

mainland and the 1sland of" Taiwan had to be presented on the maps

'

in the Same‘colour Additionally, the ownership of some islands off

Vietnam's coastl-tbe Paracels--had to e illuetrated as being part of
China rather than-of Vietnam: Finally Peking had to be clearly identified
asﬁ%he capatal of China. - aE '

; Also the table of contents in both the British catalogue
and the Canadtan revised version revealed an approach to China s

1] - | 5 A

history that became contrary to Chinese preferences and perspectives
; ‘|| ;

98

-_In both of theseé catalogues. ‘the sequence of China's history was

'_ outlined in divislons by. dynasty The Canadian version of. the Br\\iah
- catalogue changed the titles of three sections-—the title of secti;n

. six from the British veraion of "The Kingdom of Tien" became the-

“Westerp Hgﬁggynasty. the Kingdom of Tien “99and the British title for

:.3isection two, "The Period of ‘Six: Dynastiea"loowae revised in the Canadian
.:Iversion an"The Chin,-Northern and-Southsrn Dyna,eties;"io1 Finally. .cn: .'
: section twelve was also changed from ‘the British vereion of "The Liao 3
-}vand Yuan Dynasties"lozto the Canadian version of "The Liao Chin and
-.rnruan-nynastiea,"igj i e LB G ‘-m;
2 1}:._ . 3 ] fé#c 5 j
o . 3 . "3
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.
L e—

é . Both 'the British catalogue and the Canédian re&;sed'edition

contained chronological 1&8155 which were alike apart from a few

revisions in the Canadian editioh.lou'The\revisions requested by the

Chinese asked for the replacement of the table with one from a
' Chinese catalogue.’uiﬁh'fed covera, entifled-_The Exhibition of

Archaeol_glcal Fin&ﬁ of the People s Republic of China 105 This

Chinese catalogue became avallable to the Roval Ontario Museum bogkstore

'w;once the’ qupply of Canadian catalogues was exhaustqﬁ %

o~
\

[0}
j%_changing atatus of Confucius prompted many of the Chinese
T !i. » "\

®trevisions. During the anti—Confucius and Anti-Lin Plao

tt

reviﬂ%?ﬂism qdvocated social stability and the maintenance of the

[ ~

’F‘
nand ‘class struggle. A1l references to Confuclanism in the

t“tc: be revised appropriately to demonstrate Chinﬁ s

1deolqgicah’departure from a revisionist past For example, the

Chinese. reqdﬁgxeﬁ the deletion of the following passage that appeared

in both Lhe British and in the Canadian revised edition catalogues 106:

) .- Study of the traditional rites was a na.tural outcome
3 v of the Confucian philosophy, which saw them as -
.. sustaining the personal and political relations
necessary- to a stable society. . This kind of :
. antiquarianiem flourished therefore ‘between the
thirxd century B.C. Ja.na the second century A.D.
& 'when Confucianism was first ‘establishing itself
as the orthodr.nx world view; ‘and again in the
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‘ E
eleventh and twelfth centuries A.D. when traditional
native attitudes were affirmed agalnst the 'forelgn'
infection of Buddhism, in the 1n}B%lectual atmosphere
which produced Neo—ponfucianism. '
The Chinese also requested the deletion of other references to Confucius
= Shuh as those to the restoration of Confucianism dur ng the Han dynasty 10?-

Instead, as counterpoint, references to the.accomplishments in dramatic

social chal‘lge' during the Chin dynasty (interpreted as répressive l:'t)r
‘some Western séurces) were belebrated for prompting a chahgé in Chinese
soclety from Sluvetto feuda1f109
The most specific criticism of Confucius came iﬁ the yithdfawal
of alfragﬁent of the Confucian'analect; from the exhibition célleetion i
for display in Swedeé.\ In the.British:catalogue, a picture of {he.
fragment excavated in 1967 is pfesented along with a tr;nslation.11g =
The exhibit was replaced for the exhlbition s visit with a paper
'manuscript excavated i.n 1964 at Tuz:fa. ;;%1gk1ang. which was a recorcl
~of land allocation and register of the household of Ning Ho-ts'al *

of Kao-ch'ang County of theT'ang Dynasty.lll"

_ 9 . i
According to the ongoing campaigns in China at the time of

the exhibition's-arrival'in'Canada. Confuciué was presented_as'a

representétive of the Slave Soclety, whose .philosophy and téachiqgs
hinderéd China'é ﬁolitical progression'to a Feudal Sdcieﬁy Con%uciué
and hid disoiples were labeled as revisionists who attempted to keen
Chiﬁa back Oor as was repeatedly noted by articles in Hsinhua News

* Bulletin to "turn back the wheel of development.“112 By historlca]

analognyin Plao was labeled as a disciple Of Confddianism and was
consequently accused of being a restorationist uho was attempting to

-prevent the next phase of China s development. In an effort to prevent !

5 o
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. the devélopﬁent of ad}ﬁpoéitive 1ﬁpressibn-of Confucius from-the:
exhibition, the\Chiﬁese r?dupsted ihe ﬂele£ion of many of the references
'tb'QOnfuc;ua‘ c&ntributiOHS-aéﬂa siébilizlng'force in Chiné's deveiopmgnt.
| ;_i . On the other hand, the negapive reputation qfﬁﬁﬁperor f

Chiq Shih Huang TI. remg@be;ed for burning £hefbooks and burying
. 'Confuciah_scholars.alive, was doﬁnplafe&.by many 6f the catalogue |
'.rgiisions'requestéd by tﬁé Chinese. Confucius and Chin Shih Huang Ti
fﬂere thglfigh;eheads'repreéentihg opposing ideological.forceghof

Slave and Feudal Socletles. Confucius represented pragmatism and

J/ N s

g revisionism, and his philosophy was the 1deoiogical mainstay that

/

! upheid the slave .system. In keeping with the i@eologicél spirit of |
'thé ahti—Confuciué antl-Lin Pia; campaign,-thﬁ.Chinese looﬁed'upon
- \\.Emperor Chin Shih Huhng's actions of routing Confucianism as helping'to
;q;—+propsi_6hin& ffom sl&vei& to feudalism: Iﬁétegd-th?.bruplty of Chin
éhih Huang waé underplayed. in preférence to his ﬁnifxing leadershi;
of China, | '

As COmparisohs-«ere_drawn between Lin Plao and Confucius,

comparisons were made between Mdo Tse-tung and Chin Shih Huang %}.
}\\q%éakfapt.may have proﬁﬁtéd the demands for-mﬁny.revisions of the
‘ portions of the Canadian version of the British catalogue, on the
- -cﬁin &ynasfy and the Western Han djﬁésﬁy; The revisions ﬁlajéd‘doun.
E any.négative-critic;sms of Chin Shih Huané T;é“ For examp;e,nin_both
. the;ﬁxif;sh catalogue and the Canadian revised version of the Egifish-'
éatalogue,fthe opening section on the Chih Dyﬂasty reads_as falloﬁsr"l

The victory'of“Chfiﬁ*qnd_thé consequent unification

- * 'of China initiated a short period of despotic rule by
2 boastful monarch, who gave no thought to the patronage

e R b
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of art or of any but the most practical science, .His

‘armies campaigned into Annam (North Vietnam) and Korea,

" and in the north-west were engaged 1n continual struggle
with Hslung-nu, Shih Huang Ti "First Emperor" ‘as he
immodestly named himself, opposed the increasing power
of merchants, controlled weights,and measures (inscribing .
on many bronzes the text of bis decree, a variant :

: fragment of which is seen on, the exhibdlt number 137)
It a and bullt roads.l1D

Haviné been recognized as a hero for his unification of China, and
condemnation of the slare owners etc,, Chih Shih Huang Ti could not

be described as a despot.. instead the proposed revision avolded the
criticisms. .

The Chin dynasty was pericd in which a unified
multi-national feudal country was formed in China.
In_keeping with the trend of historical development,
Chin (Ch'in) Shih Huang, the first Emperor of Chin
(Ch'in) (259-210 B.C.) defeated the contemporary
_states and brough!'%hem under unified cantrol in
221 B.C.. It was the first time in Chinese history
_ ~ 'that a unified feudal country under centralized
i © : . authorlty had been, founded.
- S " Chin (Ch'in) Shih Huang abolished the vassal
system and introduced the system of establishing
S . prefectures and countrles. With a firm hand he -
' suppressed the attempts of the slave owning nobles
' to restore their lost power, introduced.a uniform
system of writing, effected the standardization of
money, welghts and measures and had roads for
couriers built all over the country. By carrying
;out polltical, economic and cultural reforms he ;
: helped to promote the develcpment ‘of the feudal eystem

"

Thus ChinuShih Huang T4 went’ frcm despct to. social reformer. Some

114

:negative references were requested tc be deleted frcm the text completelr
Fcr exempie. the reference to the executicn cf Chin 8 childless wives

. and hurial uith him was supposed to be deleted 15 References to.
Ccnfucius and the repression cf the echclarly class: were also tc be i
-deleted For example, the fcllowing text had to be deleted because of
its criticism of chin Shih Hua-.ng Ti a.nd its positive tone 1n deecribing ‘:‘_

the restorsticn of éy nfucianism. 3
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e ..Under the following western Han dynastyuthe int
k . releasé- effected by the removal of 'Shih Huang Ti's’

<2 ° .. ‘to.a burst of creatlve scholarship. ' Texts were ed
© L and historical- documents scanned in an effort to reach

an objective assessment of tradition 'in all its aspects.

1 On 'the one‘hand Confucian philosophy was grsiually

”/}, ' - rescued from.its recent retreat and began to Yinfiltrate - o
"the ranks of the ‘offidlal class.'" Uh the other, attention -
to popular'supérsti}igns and mythology became respeotable‘
‘among the eduoated e

' -."

,Becauee of Mao s preference for oomparisons with Cﬁin references to _—
.Emperor Chih ‘Shih Huang Ti s repression of the soholarly olass might Jfk

have prompted comparison with the repression of scholars’ during the:

]

AW

Cultural Revolution under the leadership of Mao . £ tf}'
The history of China s foreign relations snd r

1ations with
'minority groups also came under scrutiny, in the proposed revisions

‘ of . the Canadian version of the British catalogue References to

" China's historical relations wlth other nations in Asia. to ninorities
within China and to the pericds of China's history under'foreign

dominetion were also carefully revised In the British catalggue and

the Canadian revised version of the British oatalogue, China‘uas
'desoribed as an eXpansive conqueror. The Chirese requested the

. deletion of such referenoes. ",

‘-« In the late first . century A D. we see the Chigige
" hold on Central Asia threatened but retained:

The reuisions also'revealed a different interpretation of Ghinais o
relations ‘with other countries For example, a seotion describing

* the Han period to T'ang period textiles eto., reads as £gllows in E
both the British and Csnadian cetalogues - |

; . Archeeologically the extent of Chinese authority
e and trade in Centrel Asis—through the basin of the
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‘ Tarim from Tun Huang at the exit from China prope{ 8
’ to Pamir plateauh 1s' traced by finds of textiles.

‘

The Chinese did not want the historicsl image of an imperi&list conqueror

Consequently,vthey requested the following revision.

Archaeologically -the event of trade ‘with Central and
- Western Asia from Ch'ang an, the capital of Han
and T'ang through Kansu and Sinkiang provinces to
" .Afghanistan and Iran end weetward is traced by finds
of textiles 119 - y

Other: references to- Chinese authority were to be deleted 'ﬁ
References to China'’ s laok of unity and loss of territorial
controlfalso had to be revised For exsmple,lin the description-of the
/ Period of Five Dynasties and the Sung Dynasty, the' Canadian revised
~ version, of the British catslogue reads as follows:
'Upon reunification in- 960 by General Chao K uang 'yin .
who became the first Sung emperor, the northeast
beyond the wall remained in the hands of the Khitan

confederation of Turkish. %%0 Mongol tribes, who
named their dynasty Lieq : B s

-
- &

The recommended revision states-" e

' Coe Genersl Chao K'uaqg ¥in reunified China in 960 and
L . becanme, the firstremperor of the Sung dynasty 121

o In reference to the Liao, Ghin and: Yuan dynasties. any mention of the .
conquest of China was supposed to be deleted For example. the .
sentenoe

_The Mongols whose emperors calied their house
" Yuan (original), had. completed their conquest
of' chine. by 1271,122.° T o

. wWas revised to state: b
Shortly after the Mongolsyproclaimed the Yuan :
dynasty i? 12?1 tney completed their reunification
. i 3 ' ' -»e \
Negative desoriptions of oollaborstion of the Chinese witn their conquerors

.\_,.
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were to be deleted, such as this sectlon..

" The Mongols attempted simultaneously a despotic’
. B S control -of their Chinese subjects and -a personal
' ' assimulation of Chinese culture. Many Chinese
intellectuals and artists, out of patriotism
- eschewed the advantages of the summons to court,
but the greatest of painters,. CthuMen -fu, had.
'no qualms in rallying to Kublal.

_The following sentence from the original catalogues acoepts[the
' ! ' . (II "' . S

foreign:pfeeence“ _ \ _
No baleful effect-upon art can be attribute%
to tlje foreign rule. Painting flou:ished

-

The proposed revision eliminates acknowledgement of foreign influence

~

Under the rn%g ‘of the Yuan dynasty painting '
. flourished. :

"

'Possioly these positive effects of pasf'foreign rule and the compromises;
made by some of the Chin;;e to serve foreign interests could not be
noted out of concern about any potential critioisms from the more
radieal segment ef China s leadership that wanted to curb the growth
" of China s contacts with the west.
: The entire section of the Canadian yersion of the British
,lcatalogue entitled “China in the East Asian Context" was supp08ed to
be deleted AER Tnis passage noted the spread of cultural influencee
'within and beyond China 'S borders. Part of this passage also referred
to the political fragmentation of China.and the independence of the :
‘fKingdom of T'ien. uhich was not aoeepted by Mao 5 government
| | References in the section of* the catalogue describing the

- .
- artifaets were also rigorously checked For example a phrase was i

\ "\

'S eupposed to be deleted from the description of artifacts 229- 3#--‘_ e G 5
Pottery figures of two eorobats and four musicians. g
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N .after the expansion of Chinese pouer througo_ ¢ g gt
g . the Tarim basin under the empergp Wu Ti at the ke \f
A P ] ' end ‘of the second century B.C.

nt Bevisions Were also required in section eigh:ientitled "Chin Northern _

and §puthern Dynastles & ? ‘The title was Supposed to be changed to

_ LThe Three Kingdoms, Western and Eaetern Chin Dynasties and Northern

e »‘ ' i
3
Bl B and Southexrn Dynasties & D. 220- 589 . 3 -‘In’ the British catalogue this

%
‘aj.section was entitled the 2Period of the Six Dynasties A.D. 220 -580. "_31

e Sectlon nine of the Canadian version of the wateon catalogue
Nhich referred to Emperor Hu Ti's expansion ‘and contact with Weatern
Asia also came under criticiem Referenoes-to‘Chinese oontrol of the .

’“silk route had to be deleted For example,_the conclusion of a description
3 I
i
of 311k routes was unacceptable

e 8 R o ' e rddbin ko the north and scuth of Tarim Basin--The

S : 'Silk Route'-~-were in camstant.use even during the period
of the Six dynasties when Chinese controi 3f the oasis
.cities. situated along them was relaxed .

: \

This section was. to ve replaced with the following phrase
) The route to the north and south of the: Tarim Baein—-
, the 'Silk Route'--remained in constant use thr?gﬁhout
the period of Northern and Southern dynasties.
‘Other issues for revision were the sections on minorities and China's

. history under the domination -of foreign powers.
- e . .

‘The Resolution of the Catalogue.PrOblem .

"_ The final solution on the catalogue controversy came about _
ae the result of a meeting between the Chinese Ambassador to Canada

and Mr., Noah Torno. the Chairman of the China Exhibition Couneil
According to Mr Torno s assesement of the situation the Chinese '

rejection of the Ca.nadian version of the Britieh catalogue lei‘t the

. P i . : e i
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following poeeibilitiee.,accepting a total 1055. printing a new
| catalogue and accepting that a new catalogue would not be ready for .
. :the opening~of the-exhihition. Mr. Torno approachecﬂthe problem by
regounting to the”Chineee Ahhaéeador Mr. Truman's remark “the huck.__

stops here." Then in reference to rgsolving the catalogue problem,

Mr. Torno sald "the buck stope here with me. “134

Unlees an agreement wae reached the exhibition wWould

. ~

~ have been cancelled.l No exhibition would hat;;heen a major disaster
- on the diplomatic'frcnt,for Canada and Chine..and a major setback
for the Royal Ontario Museum,xafter the museun had invested so- much

-~

time, money and effort for the exhibitiou. The final compromise

P

- proposed by Mr. Torno was the publication of a neu catalogue entitled

The Exhibition of Archaeological Finds of the Pe0ple 5 Republio ofs

China: The Official-ggg Authentic Introduction and Catalogue.135

jThie new catalogue was a supplementary insért that was sold with the

136

'Canadian version of the British catalogue ‘The Chineee Embasey had

~

to obtain approval from Peking The only remaining problem was the

y

approaching deadline.

!

' This new catalogue section was deemed acceptable since
.. & the Chinese wrote the text.’ It £ollowed the Marxiet format oﬂ Primitive.

; '_'Slave and Feudal societiee The format aleo oonsisted of a deecription

AN

—

of each period followed by a liet and desoription of - arti_aots. Chin

Shih Huang T4 wae prehented ae a reformer and there was an emphasis
'placed en China s contributione to world civilization._ There ‘was no.
lf:mention of Gonfucius._~Ae a final courtesy. the Ambaesador s wife
| ’_choee the yellow colour for the catalogue covere.j‘j:?_ -, F‘or_. th‘e Royal .

K Yy . 1w - '
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Ontario Museun the solution Was acceptable éfﬁEg'Tﬁc yellow catalogue
inserted with the original Canadian veraion of the British catalcgue,

allowed for the sala of! the catalogue package _ :

The Royal Ontario Museum had 50 000 ccpies of these catalogues -

printad which Were glven at no extra cost with the sale of the Canadian |
revised version of the Britlsh catalogue.iae" Once the aapply was

. exhaasted, the Chinese ‘came fo:war@-yith.a red cataicgue‘entitled:'

FTh.e Exhibiticn'cf Archaeologlcal"Finds of the People's Republic of

China 139 This catalogue 8 purpose ‘was identified 1n the flrst page,
140 o

as presénting China's contribution to history Thc chronclogy

Lfollowed the Marxist framework
. In retrospect Mr Torno did not feel that the Canadlan
side went too far in accommoda%ieg the Chinese, since the exhibitlon
was their product anci thelr materia.l In asseasing the conplexitias
i of—resolvﬁ.ng the catalogue .ccntroversy. .Mrl. 'I"I'orno felt ‘that the pedple
r at the Chinese iihnbassy dia not have tne I"au'thcrity “to approve the text

since the‘authority was in PeE;ng.lui_ Tne Exhibition opened on August

© 8, 1974 and closed on November 16, 1974.
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1. Data from the External Affairs ‘Archives and from. the Hoyal Ontario
© Museum Archives suggests that the. efforts to obtain-an archaeologioal T
exhibition started during the 1960's, houever a report on the .
.Chinese Exhibition by Mrs. Stephen and Mrs. Dounie states these

& efforts started in the. 1950 s.
" R.0.M. Archives, . "The Chinese Exhibition Report" by Mrs.' Barbara

: 'Ssephen Assoclate Curator 1n-charge Far Eastern Department :
" , September L, 1975, p 1. 5 ; _
2. ] ' M '
: "* The Far Eastern Collection pf the Royal Ontario Museum is described
e © ' 1n detail in the following three texts: 1. Henry Trubner, i _
a The Far Eastern Collection, Handbook.of the Far Eastgrn Collection,

‘The Bast Asian Galleries, A Guide to the Collection, (Toronto:
'Royal Ontario Museum, 1969), 3. lewis-C. Walmseley, Bishop in
Honan Mission and Museum imr the Life of William C. White _ '
(Torontox University of Toronto Press, 1974) L

L e Historlcal Division, External Affalrs Archeo P R.C., 67-7, Vol.l

P Letter from Miss C. Gillies, Cultural’ Affairs Division External
‘Affairs, Ottawa, to Dr. W. Tqvell, Director, Royal Ontario Museum,
December 5, 1972, . e , - o 07 .

1

The Chinese Exhib;tlon Council a corporate ‘body 1ndependent of the
"Royal -‘Ontario Muse ntered into all the agreements in order to
© ‘obtaln the ExhibipAon.| The Members were'Mr. J.R. Evans, Mr, Maxwell
! Henderson, D2. J ‘Gordoh Parr, Mr. A. E. Ritchie, Mr. Chester Ronning,
' Mrs. Barbara-Stephen, Mr, Kenneth R. Thompson. Dr. H M. Tovell ‘and
'~ the .chairman, Mr. Nodh Torho. = °
R.0.M. Archives, Minutes bf the Chinese Exhia;tion Council c
- This text contains details on. the formal organization of the council:
rand 1ts functions. R D 3 :

' !
Lj' 'The Chinese Exhibition Committee planned "the details of the
B, Exhibition on behalf of the Chinese ‘Exhibition Gouncil.! .
. R.O.M. ‘Archives, Minutes of a Meeting of the Board. of Directors -«
- of the Chinese Exhibition Council of the Royal Ontario Museum.

.. March 25, 1974; p.2:

: ,from: R.OM.1~ Minutes of the Chinese Exhibition Council
.. The Committee chairman was Mrs Barbara Stephen;, a member of ‘the.

' ,Chinese Exhibition council and’ Associate Curator of’ the Far Eastern
Departnent of’ the Museum " Other members included: Mr. Guy Pearse,
the Exhibition:Manager whose duties ‘Were. assumed later by the =
‘Deputy Exhibition Manager, Mrs.. H.. Dounie ‘Mr.. J: &nthony~Display,

P Mr. J.H. H&rvy439neral Services. and Mr, ‘Al MacDonald-Publioations '
~ - and Information.: &

w

' {Toronto: The Royal Ontario Museunm, 196_T_ 2, Dori# Dohrenwend, '

The members. of this oommittee were noted in e Direotor s Memorandum,-.:7 h

" No.9, April 8, 1974, R.0.M.¥ Minutes of the Chinese Exhibifion Counoil
~+ :Mrs. Downie, took over. for Hr Pearse, after his resignation, part

. wWay" through the exhibition s visit in Canada. Interview with Mrs B.;,.af?

e S o

I'f;{f?f-Stephen. September 1980 B ongtnl etidh s
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‘ r 6;1;R.O.M; Archives, “Minutee of a Meeting of the Hoard-of‘Directors of
the Chinese Exhibition Council of the Royal-Ontario Museum, 25

March, 197&%,. R 0.M. Minutes’gg the Chinese Exhibition Council.

; ?" R. O M. Archives, “Minutes of a Meeting of the Boaxd of Directore
: of the Chinese Exhibition Council" of the Royal Ontario Museum.
. 25.March, 19?# Spa

H’O M.: Minutes of the Chinese Exhibition Council _ B
& nad. ' - - SR

B

S, 7° R.0.M. Archives, Letter ‘from Mr. F. Tovell, Director, Cultural

‘Affairs Divislon, to Dr. W. Tovell, Director, R.0.M,, May 22, 1973."

These comments were referred to as thosefof an unidentified -
member of the Canadian Embassy in Peking who saw the exhrbition
collection on March 28, at the Peking Hlstorical Museun.

‘In a document of the Historical Division, External Affairs, ‘these
~comments were attributed to Miss Margaret Cornish and they were R
forwarded by Morris Copithorne. of the Cahadian Embassy,. Peking, _

to the Undersecretary of State for External Affairs,

‘I'

'-10' H D. E A. Archeo F.l C 67- ? Vol 1, Memo no. 256 April 27 973‘

o R 0.M. Archives, xhibition of Chinese Archaeological Treasure;

) 3 Royal Ontario Musdum-Toronto, August 1974, by Maxwell Henderson,
: Director (Administration) Diary London. Tuesday, October 30

19?3. p.1l.

12. Nancy Kuok_“Letfer'from London, .The Chinese‘Exhioitionyin Paris
_.and London,” Egstern Hggiggn; Volume XIII.~Number 1 .63,

13- Interview uith Dr. . Tovell, February 26, 1981
i . . .
Exhibition Petit Palaie Paris France August 1973, P. 2

Chinese Archaeological Exhibition, Auguet 3. 19?3. filed with a

_'{oover letter from Noah Torno to Dr., H X. Shih.‘AuguBt 9. 19?3‘.
'16{ Although the Chineee did not allow tours of the exhibition.the

i3 .Royal Ontario Mueeum ‘had .tours of . their oun .in~- house collection,
.- - supplementary exhibitions and lecturea. all of which helped' to

- promote the Chinese Exhibition. The in-house auxillary exhibitionsfi;
Iconeisted of a display on the Louer Rotunda entitled "Faces of Ohd S

iy e y B e
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H,D. B.A. Archeo P.R.C. 67-7, Vol. 1, Memo no. 256 Apri& 2% 19?3

RGN, Archives, Memorandum from H. Y Shih to Noah Torno SubJect:'

"R.0.M. Archives, “Heport of Dr. Shih s Visitito Chinese Treaeures "t

T



1

. China"F—which'ﬁefe'phbﬁographs from the museum collections=-, a

'display on thHe first floor rotunda——which was a Chinese garden

~ with a display of fish in thé aquarium--, and apother display

in the Textile Gallery entitled "Visions of Cathay} --which was "J
‘a display of Chinese and Chinolserfe fabrics. (R.0.M. Archives

"‘Director's Memorandum' No. 20, July 22, 1974, 'p.3. )+ Other

promotional materiils were on display in the Toronto Dominion

' Centre, the Royal Bank, the Musgum Subway TIC, the T. Eaton

Company , the’ display case outslde the museum, and a stamp ‘corner.

. (R.0 M Archives, Director's Memorandum, No. 20, July 22, 1974, pp

3-4). ' A Touring Committee gave lectures 1n the Far Eastern

.'Galleries of the R.0.M. (R.0.M. Archives, Director s Memorandum,

n-.. No. 20, July 22, 1974, p.b).

v

: lgﬂ '.IIbid ' P 3 , g™ g o
20Ibmpi:e e
i‘.‘-.l..él-"”'-.Ibid.,PP-hlz-IB.ll_l B | ..
221'bidp11 | & iy ! Sl
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The ROM member!s commlttee has organized daily programmes
. of 'ROM's. own ‘famous Chinese galler}es Objects ‘in the
collection are used to- acquaint the visltor with Chinese
.cultural history ‘and - thus enlarge his appreciatioﬁ of
< the exhibition, . . .
. (R.0.M. Archives, Promotional Material ‘n.d. from the
~ Chinese Exhibition Advertising and PUblicity)
A lecture 'series on Chinese archaeology was sponsored by the
_Bishop White Committee (R.O.M. Archives, Royal Ontario Museum, . '
'25th’ Annual Report, July. 19?4/June 19?5, .The Far Eastern Department

by Hsio-Yen Shih, Curator).
. School visits were arranged as well and education kits-—consisting

“of notes on different aspects of ‘the exhibition with emphasis on

” the. historical significance of the exhibits--were given to teachers
to prepare students for a visit to the exhibition. (R.0.M. Archives,
~ Promotional Material n.d. from the- Chinese Exhibition Advertising .

‘and Publicity material.).
The administr&tive"details of thé‘Chinese Exhibition in London
are noted in detail in a diary of Maxwell Henderson's. visit to

'London from October 29, 1973 to November 6,~1973.
"R.0.M.vArchives, "Exhibition of Chinese Archaeological Treasures }

_;_Roygl Ontario Mpseum-Toronto August 1974 by Maxwell Henderson, K T

Ib:l.d pl o T TR e Tt e o B P
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o~ - M. ‘Taverner .and Mr. Pearse emohasized strongly the eignlfioance
' . of a close relationship with the Ghlnese to the success of the
B exhiblt ion in London _ .

.24r- Indeed British advice may haye later influenced the Canadian
. organizer to ipclude a recognized friend of China Mx. 'Ghester
'Ronning, on the- Chinese Exhibition Council. ' This point Was
‘raised by Alex NacDonald 1n hils. "Report on Chinese Exhibition.
s London." .~
A matter that wae strassed at one meeting attended by a
o .Foreign Office representative and Freeman Tovell, was . .
. : -~ the need for a well recognized 'National-Exhibition X
' - ~ Committee which would ‘inc¢lude particularly a meémber noted
o by the Chinese as a "Friend ‘of China" . " . the sort of
v "' . man we might have in mind would: be Chester Ronning.
' : S RO Archives;.“Heport on Chinese Exhibition, London.
October 23, 19?3." by Alex MacDonald p- 3

; 20 R.O.M. Archives,”“EXhibition'of'Chinese Archaeological Treasures
' Royal Ontario: MuseumﬂToronto August 19?4 by Maxwell Henderson '

-~ p-2.
' Thid., Dia:y.'p.ﬁi’_' o P, o o
27,

- Nancy Kuo,‘"Letter from London The thnese Exhibition in Paris.
and London,? Eastern Hﬁrizon. Volume XIII Number 1, p. 6&

. b L

" R.O.M. Archives, “Exhibition of Chinese Archeeological Treasures
" Royal Ontario: Museum Toronto Augﬁst 19?4 " by Maxwell Hendereoa, -
- Diary, p. 4. . - - | ;
29‘II Ibid . p u ' o ) l.'_ ' . '
' - Mr. Pearse said occaeionelly articles come’ out in learned
) Journals depreoating the commeroial approach S
i 3°i_'1bid  p.l, '-:‘ﬂ; : ;-ﬁ_“ o e T ¢ f
i 7 ] 3.1;'IThe symptoms of Jade fever are described in greater detail in
- © " 'Nancy 'Kuo's "Letter. from London The Chinese Exhibition in Paris;
. '* .+ . and London," op.cit. p.B4. - %
s * Tut fever later struck Canada. so much so % o
a lollipop with the face of the Death Mask of. King Tut s o A0 8
s 32. ' -..‘ I : i
Lo T LR O M Archives, Exhibltion of Chineee Archaeological Treesures‘-
& - Royal Ontario ﬂuseum Toronto August 197& 4 by Maxwell Henderson. &
7 2w mh i pp 8 9 A k .. . ‘. ‘-: . - fl . P, I,\ . i i _ o
__'33".

H 0 M ArChives.-Data from the Dif%ctor s Office 19?4 ?5.: :1

1
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"The Great'Britain-bhid& Centre," September 1974 The~purpose )

of this vrganization was described as follows:
The Great Britain-Chlna Centre has been established with
the ancouragement of Her Majesty's Government for the
purpose of promoting on an unofficlal basls understanding
between the peoples of the United Kingdom and the People's
Republic of Chlna, by fostering closer cultural, soclal
and economic contacts between them. It is non-political

. in character. It succeeds the- Great-Britaln--China -Committee

' which during thq past two years gained valuable experience
. in operating as an unofficial body designed to promote

cultural contacts, although it had no permanent staff of
.offices.
Ibﬁi Wwp.l:

The fundihg for this organization came from the .British government

’ and" from ggé Exhibitlon profits.

Operat;ng funds are assured by a grant- 1n ~ald of 25,000
pef annum,from Her Majesty's Government. By the generosity
of " the: Chlna Exhibition Counclil the Centre has also benefitted

S ”*frbm the donation of a major part of the Exhibition profits
. which were at the, Council's disposal
E . & .Ibid., P. 1 £ s ;
4 ¥ Ll. ‘." | .
3 ‘A R. O M Archives M Henderson's diary, op.cit. p. 10.
? ) Nancy'Kuo, “Letter from LORAGH ... v il Op.e1t, 1.6].
. P In London, the exhibition of Chinese'archaeological ftmds is
;?' - & " organized by the Times and Sunday Times, which simply call
0! _ it the Chinese Exhibitlon after their first suggestlion of
) o :"Tha Genlus of China“‘was rejected by the Chinese offlicials.
) 'fﬁr
= _ H£5 M. Archives A. MacDonald s Administration General File,

"Chinese Exhibition At The Royal Academy,“ p.2.

"

37 R.O.M. Archives, "Heport on Chinese Exhibition, London" by Alex,
MacDonald October 22, 1973, p.2. .
Personally I thought London should haye used .more space.
;_ #  In fact 14,700 square feet was used. I asked if the' Chinese
f . had objected. "Yes they did but we told them that it was -
g already designed and anyway we didn't have any more space."’

, The figures given for the amount of needed floor space varied,

" .. The original figure appears to have been 2,000 square meters
but the British felt from the beginning that the exhibition .could
ba displayed-4n 1500 square meters (H.D. E.A. Archeo P.R.C. 67-7,
Vol. 1, Memo 149 from Peking to Uttawa, March 9, 1973.).
However in’'a later memo, the figure given to the Swedes was

o 2500 square meters (H.D. E.A. Archeo P.R.C. 67-7, Vol. 1. Memo
IR Numbér 171, Harch‘zj, 19?3) Finallyy the Swedes were asked.td

N S

R

o
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N .
reserve 2,000 square meters for the exhibition (H.D, E.A. Archeo
P.R.C. 67-7, Vol. 1, Lettér to Mr. Walter Tovell, Director, R. O.N..
from B. Margaret Meagher, Ambassador of Canada, June 12,,1973).

L]

2 R.0.M. Archives, A. MacDonald's Administration General File,
"Chinese Exhibltion At the Royal 'Academy," p.3.

Ibid.,The problems with the British map were also noted in a
memo to file, April 19, 1974, which.was based on a telephone call
of April 18, 1974 from Mr. John Ausman, Cultural Affailrs Divislon,
‘Department of External Affairs, Ottawa. This Anformation was
forwarded' to Mrs. Stephen by Mrs. Downle on April 19, 1974.
Specifically Mr..Ausman's comments were based on 1nformation he
recelved from Mr. Charles Hill. The memo noted: :
"Regarding the map of China in the catalogue, 4he British-
map only showed a portion of China and therefore had no
international boundary lines marked."

M. 1b1a. ,

2 .m0

FB' Ibid., Minutes Chinese Exhibition Committee,
"Mr. Henderson gave an account of his vislit to the Chinese
Archaeological Exhibition in Vienna Austria, . . . . The
strict order for the exhibiting, as laid down by, the
Chinese for us, had ‘not been adhered to and one required a
catalogue for viewing -

[P

MAR CYEN
T ' o A
R.0.M. Archives, Memo to File, April 19, 1974, April 18, 1974
Telephone Call from Mr. John Ausman, Cultural Affairs Ptvision,
Department of External Affairs, Ottawa, to Mrs. Downief p.l.
H6: 1h1d. p.d.
Y7 Tead.,p.l.
’ uac - . ) ' |
S Intervieu with Mrs.-B.-Stephen.,September, 1980.
49.

R 0.M. Archives, Memo to File April 19, 1974, April 18, 19?b
Telephone Call from Mr. John Ausman, op.cit. p.1.

P+ Ibad.,p.1.
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51.. Ibid., p- 2. PV : )

2. H.D. E.A. Archeo P R.C. 67-7, Vol. 4, Telegram Number 562 from
‘ Peking to,Ottawa, March 11, 1974.. :
' “"Item to be replaced is No. 258. Fragment of Confuclan
- Analects. ‘Hslao Te allowed as to its archaeological
correctness but said that it was politically 1nco;rect
during present campaign to criticise Confucius. Item
‘" to replace it 1s entitled Kao-Chang Hsien Ning-Ho Tsal
Shou-Tien Hu-Chi (?Register of Landholders?) and 1s of
-'_equal valuation :

53+ . R.0. M Archives. Letter from Mrs. H. Downle “to Mr -Guy- Pearse.
19 March, 1974.

- "The Chinese have altered’ their text of the. Swedish catalogue. .
Two reps from their Embassy and we are wondering if 1t will.
be the same for us and if Alex (A. MacDonald) will have
"to go to London to negotiate with the Printers.”

. . ‘ | - _ L B

5§" H.D. E.A. Ardheo P.R.C. 6?—? References to the printing of a

. Canadlan catalogue can be found in several sources.

a) H.D. E.A. Arched P.R.C. 67-7, Vol. 3., :

Message from Ottawa to Peking, January 10, 1974, i
+"If ROM is to comsider printing North American Catalogue
structured on Chinese plan for presentation of exhibition,
rather than using Britlsh Catalogue essential they know
whether they could be sent immediately to Torouto
‘Grateful early reply.” '

b) H.D. E.A. Archeo P.R.C. 67-7, Vol. 3. Decamber 28 1973, PEK-793,

' Chinese Archaeological Exhibition in Canada, Additional

‘- Talking Points, p. 1 e : pp—

"The Royal Ontario Museum will be’ requeeting additional
graphic material supplied to the French and British,
authorities'is not considered adequate or suitable for
use in Canada.. In particular, ‘the Museum is considering i
printing its own ‘catalogue. Can the Chinese a.uthorities &,
provide glossy black and white photos o o o oy

c}=tH-B—EAArcheo P.R.C.  67-7, Vol,’ 2.

Message from Ottawa to’ Peking 2093. December 20, 19?3
“R;0.M. censidering printing own catalogue rather than
‘using British. ~Can Chinese authorities supply Black/White
photographs of every item in eqllection

55. R. 0 M. Archives. Meeting Concerning Exhibition of Chinese Archaeological
. Treasures with Officials of National Gallery of Art. uashingt&a. -
D.C., January 2, 1974, by Maxwell-Henderson, pp. 5-6.

. Before the eontrnversy over the Canadian version of the Ha.tson ,
‘Catalogue developed, 'the Canadian .side’ considered several bptions ,
before ordering texts-from Great Britain, Specifically Guy Pearse, . ‘

e
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the Exhibition Manager reported that:
| "So far as the catalogue is concerned, providing the
Chingge are happy with the Canadian version, the Americans
will take it. Therefore, it is of crucial importance for
us to have a firm declaration from the Chinese as to the
acceptabllity of ‘the content and oxder of +<he catalogue.
Once we have this,.the way will then be clear for us to
confirm the increased order. In my view, we would have
nothing to 'lose by putting up the order by at’ least
another 60, 000. Unsold coples could be useful to the,
Americans. , E
What we could do would ba to ask Bainblnds to print '

60,000 but only bind 10,000.' In late August, having seel
how the sales are golng, we could then decide whether to
bind the remaining 20,000 or leave them unbound for sa.e
~to the Americans. who Hould of course need their oWn top

and tail? . A

(R.0.M. Archives, Letter from Mr. G. Pearse to Mr. M.

Henderson 22 May, 19?4 ).

.

" The decision to Use the British catalogue was based on cost and

quality issues as was noted in the following references.’
a) R.0.M. Archives,' Report on Chinese Exhibition, London
October 22, 1973, by Alex MacDonald, p.Z2. '

"1 think the catalogue excellent and,. provided we get the.
same objects, perfectly Suitable for our own exhibition.
The cost, landed in Toronto, would be $2:00. This
~included copy changes on the first, 16 pages and proviﬁion
- for inflation.™

b} R.0.M. Archives, Letter from Dr W. Tovell to Mr. F. Tovell

12 June,’ 1973, : '
"You might be interested in knowing that we have already

contacted the British government with regards to catalogues.

It is anticipated that we will buy sheets and ‘have them

. bound with a.suitable preface and cover for the ROM exhibit.

This will mean a considerable aaving in the cost of the
catalogues and: we hope to sell thenm fcr $5 00

L

'Billngual additions were made to the catalogue as was noted in

a letter from Mr. N. Torno to Mr. A. MacEachen- discussing the

- financial ‘costs of ‘the catalogue problem.

" "The Canadlan catalogue, “The Chinese- Exhibltion," was
compiled using copyright materlal originally used for the
‘London Exhibition, with appropriate bilingual additions
for use-in Qanada." = -
. R.0.M. Archives, Letter: from Mr, Noah Torno, Chairman,

Chinese: Exhibition Council, to The Honourable A, MacEachen,‘
Secretary of state for. External Affairs. Ottawa August 23,

19?4 ).

I\,

. . T B 4
e
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58, H.D. E.A. Archeo P. R.C. 6? -7 Vol, 2, Lecember 28, 1973, PEK-793,
"Chinese hrchaeologlcal Exhibitlion 1n Canada Agreement between
Organizations Suggestad Canedian Hevisions p. L.

“

\

59- H.D. E.A, Archso P.R.C. 67 -7 Vol, 3 Telagram 'from Peking to Ottawa
No. 98, January 15. 1974, o . = .

éo. R O.M. Far Eastern-Library Archives, Letter from Mr. Freeman
. Tovell to Dr. W. Tovell, March &, 1974.

61. R.D. E.A. Archeo P.R.C, 67-7 Vol.. 3, Telegram Number 483, from
Peking to Ottawa, February 28, 1974, p. 3.
Criticisms of M. Antonioni's documeritary on China are noted in
the Hsinhua News Bulletin, Hsinhua News Agency No. 9158, Sunday
February 10, 1974, pp. 3-10 Article 020905 "Chinese PLA fighters
criticlze Antonloni's anti-China f1lm." The soldiers criticilzed,
the fllm for its distorted descriptions of soclalist China and

Tienanmen Squars _ . Gy
62.
: H.D. E.A. Archeo P.R.C. 6? -7 Vol 3, Letter from Mr. Freeman
Tovell to Dr. W. Tovell, February 22, 19?4
3. tma,
64.
H.D. E.A. Archeo P.R.C. 67- =V Vol. 4, Message Number 727, from
Ottawa to Peking, March 21, 1974,
65 1.
¢6. Ibid:
690y o | " N
" “H.D. BE.A. Archeo P.R.C. 6? -7, Yol. &, Memo from Mr. J. Ausman, . .
: SubJect: Chinese Archaeological Exhibitlon, to Mr. F. Tovell,
q April“h 1974 -
68. i
" "H.D. E.A. Archeo P, R. c 67-7, Vol, u Telegram Number 100¢ from
-Peking to Ottawa, April 19, 19?&
69 S '
= H.D. E A. Archeo P,R.C. 67-7, Vol h Message Number 96& from
Otta.wa to Peking, Ap{il 19.\19?4 -
R.0.M. Archives. Letter From'Mr. A.M. Henderson to Mr. F. Tovell

70,
- Director, Cultural Affairs Division; Bureau of Public Affairs,
g joDepartment of External Affairs, Hay 2?. 19?4 o
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Tiws
o

", R.0.M. Archives; Létte% from Dr: W. Tovell, to ‘the Ambassador::
: «Chang Wen-chin, Embassy of the PeoPIe s Republic of China,

- June 5, 1974,
72. R.O. ﬁ. Archives; Letter from Dr. W.M. Tovell to: Chang Wen- chin.
" P.R.C. Ambassador to Canada, June 5, 1974.

: "As you know, we gave the text of our catalegue to
T + Mr. Ylao during his visit to the Museum on March
' ' - 20th last."

?3'_ R.O.M. Archives Letter from Mr. Wang Chu"iaing, Counselloémgf
the Embassy of the P.R. C in Canada, to Dr. W. Tovell June 10,

19?4.
Gl "Ibid.
 S—— o
75 1o, |
?6, . , K e I J_.'- ’ i
"~ R.0.M. Archives, Letter 'from Guy Pearse, Exhibition Manager to
Mr. J. Ausman, Cultural Affairs Division. Bureau of Public '
Affairs June 5. 19?& ' ; .
. R.O M. Archives, Letter from Dr. H Tovell to Chang Wen-chin
PiR.C. Ambassador to Canada June 5, 19?4 ;
. . i 1 . .
, R.O.M. Archives{ Letter from Mr, F. Tovell, Director, Cultural
Affairs Division, to W. Tovell, June 25, 1974.
A TS e BT . e
.. 80. _. 5 e e B L N
~ Ibid., Memo attached tO the letter. . :
B g et A =t
, \“bid. Memo-attached to the 1etterh - ; : k
82. '
PN R.O.M. Archives Letter from Dr.W. Tovell to Mr. Su Shih-min.:
= Mrst Secretary. Embassy of The People s Republic of China, 5 s,
o Ottewa, July 3. 1Q74 N _ L
’ -.'.
153 Ibid.
oy ;
» R.OM. Archives, Letter from Mr F. Tovell. to Dr W. ToveLl.
,'July b, 19?& : L2 : :
5. e

eR 0.M. Archives, Letter from‘ﬂ: F Tovell to Dr. H Tovell
July 4 19?# o :
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gé"-Ibm. A
87. R.0.M. Archives, Report on ‘the Conference with First Secretary,

Embassy of the Feople's Republic of China, Mr. Su'Shih-min,
4 July, 19?# 3-5 p.m.,. Ottawa, by Dr W. Tovell ; :

, B8 g, - B o W Y
89. Ibid., pp.2-3.

® ma,p3 o £ e e
. 1. p.s,’

,92’ -R.0.M. Archives. Letter from Mr Su Shih-min, First Secretary
*  Embassy of the People s Republic of China, Ottaua. to Dr. W.
~Tovell, July 9, 19?4 .

.

3. R.O.M. Archives. Copy of a telex from Bob Ducas in New York to
' Barbara Stephens, 19 June. 19?4 -

At R.O.M. Archives. Changes to the Canedian Edition of the Catalogue
Requested by the People s Republic of China on Monday, June 1?,

1974, s | 6.

" 95+ Willlan Watson, The Genlus of China: An-Exhibition of Archaeological
; -Finds of the People s Republic of China, London Times Newspapers
. Ttd. 19?3 4 ; .

1_96' ”The Chinese Exhibition. The Exhibition of Archaeological Fin”s of
', the People's. Republic of China. Text by W william' Hatson. London. o
_ Times Neuepa.pers Ltd 19?3 P '

‘9?‘\.3 0.M. Archives. Changes ‘to the Canadian Edition of the Catalogue
" "Requested by the People s Republic of China on Monday. June 1?.
1974, Point 1.
_+ -.-. The map" issue was also mentioned in an interview with Mrs “B.
U _-St.ephen. September 1980 | .

9§{1.The Chineee Exhibitions The exhibition of archaeolqgioal finds of

' the People's Republic of China, op.cit..p.5, 2
“ . The Genius of China: - An ‘exhibition of of arohaeologr_ca.l finds of the

--'.:,."_-'-,__Peoglg' Republio of. Chine,__p_ cit.. P 5

»

o 99 The Chinese Exhibitiom 'I‘he exhibition o:t‘ a.rcha.eological finds

Lo v ......_"
s AT ¥
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of ‘the People's Republic of China, op.cit. p.S5,
' - ! . . - .

1\00' _ .'I;l;_e_ Genius 9_1_" China: op.cit. p.5.
101. : 5 e gl 5
. The Chinese Exhibition: op.cit. p.5. E :
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'133‘ According to Mr: N. Torno the yellow catalogue was given away
. with the Canadian verskon of the Watson catalogue.  In fact
the Canadians submitted a ‘statement which was to be inserted in
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“
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. Chapter 5
S A N Conclusions

‘After:the resolution of the'catalogue.diSpute.-the exhihition
.0pened and was a great success. Althoughlthe text'of-the catalogue uas
the primary 1ssue of debate Chinese s;nsitivities about their politicel
and ideology surfaoed in response to the media interpretations and publicity ;
about the’ exhibition._ In fact the response of China to the Western media . ‘
offers yet another perspective of the. politics surrounding the exhibition ,
ffand the cultural and ndeological distance betueen East end Hest All ‘.HIHI -I.
these points of conflict——the media interpretations, the text of thelcatalogue
and the difficulties in the negotiations for the exhibition-—serve to
';illustrate the complications and pitfalls of cultural diplomacy The
J_‘exhibition experience raises some Significant questions about the role
of cultural diplomacy in the development of international relations In.
:: particular . the following discussion shall examine the exhibttion experience_
with a view to understanding the purpose of cultural diplomacy in |
‘ furthering the development of relatious betweenICanada-andlthe Peopleis
Republic of China. s e »
o The exhibition opening was a media event in itself encompassiné
both cultural and political obJectives IAt the opening reception. Vadame
_Leger. wife of Governor General Jules Leger gave an address stressing
the significance of the exhibition and its purpose to promptpeople to
learn mbre about Chins." 5. : 7
L -It is a. captivating experience to contemplate the . i
- artifacts representing the millenia of Chinese history
! and’ constituting ds such one of the most splendid S

'\heritagesof‘the whole humanity. EBach object of the ;
rcolleetion ‘eyokes " the creativity of, man and his conStant

fsearch for be uty,1

Chang Hen-chin the Chinese '”bassador. also addressed the reception
- . " : ﬁJ“ 3 ) 5 s . '._-"_ (il
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and’ expressed Chlna s bcpes that the exhibltlcn wculd prOmcte greater

' understanding " The Ambassador s remarks alsc noted China's view on the '.W'n";

T

purpose cf the hietory to be represented in the exhibltion collecticn and’
the 1nf1uence ‘of more contemporary politlcs upcn history.. S f.,

" We attach greet lmpcrtance 'to the scientific study e C R
-of the development of China's hietory and culture e s S -
. . . 1n the light’ of bistorical materialism to ascértaln ‘the e
¥y . true history which.has been' so much distorted and reversed
' by the reactionary ruling classes in the past.. And we ,
advocate critically assimilating the legacy of the' fine.
anclent national culturs of China, so as to benefit the N
marching tempo of new China. The movement now being Bofp v g
Gt ‘launched in China of criticizing Confucius and Lin, Piao™ . '~ i
' signifies a great transformation in the ideological and
\J culturel spherés. This movement not only helps the broad
masses of people to attain a fair understanding of the’
development ‘of Chinese history, but also will exert far- -
'reaching influence on ﬁhe prcspect;cf the Chinese re?olutlcn.

. China' s exhibition was to be a showcaae for Ghine s past~and present o

- For the Ghlnese! the en_Basis on the cultural aspects of the
f_exchange Was: muted in deference to the" politicel statement that had to . .
be made Specifically, as: was stated by Cheng Wen -chin, Chine s current .

- pclitical system was. the impetus insplring the study and the analysis

".offthe past ,

Singe the fohﬁﬁigk o the People s Republic of China,'
- guided by Chairman' ﬁac s policy:of "Making the past
~ serve the present” great stress has' been laid on the .
- work of preserving -anti uities and carrying out
archaeclogichal excavationg. With the full support and
'active participation of th workers,. peesants and
. soldiers,. departments of cultural relics and archaeological .
- excavations' throughout the’ dcuntry cerried out, extensive . '
- sirveys; preservatidn and excavations 'of many important = - .. .0,
* . ancient sites and tombs, and discovered enormous, quantities = ..
wlll B .+ -of cultural relies This enriched the great treasure-house : S
R w0 j” ~of -Chinese art. It :dlso presented valuable evidence of g g R
T “highly scientific value, serving to analyze ‘and 1nterp:et w0 5 W
; } obaectlvely the develcpment of Chinese hietcry. ~ ; 'fﬂT ot B
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undiluted by Hestern vieuslof China.in order to satisfy the more ardent
-ideologues within-China. China s cultural and political revolution was '’
broadcast beyond its own borders .

This Chinese objective encountered some contradictions with -

" ._ “the nestern obJectives of marketing the_exhibition for profit as well as |

education Both parties shared the obJective of attracting maximum '

i‘ attention to the' Chinese exhibition; but the ideologicai basis of both K N.rsﬂ;
parties was in opposition To the Chinese, the philosophical issues i-,p G/
behind the exhibition ‘could not be ignored because of the 1d80103ica1'“ |

:\“- .furor within China j :. o ” | -1;7’

\“.'I G From the Hestern perspective, the main\objective was to promote =

0

the exhibition and any interest an: China in order to maximize profits

. from the exhibition and to generate an atmosphere to advocate other J

ventures with'China To aid - the promotion plans, the Royal Ontario
s Museum kept the press carefully apprised of the developments in the

)

arrangements for the exhibition Government and nuseun prees releases

—_— ' f -
) i S

announced the conclusion of negotiations and agreements, and advised
| the press ontthe significance of the exhibition. u Nevertheless External
; Affairs and the Royal Gntario Museum made every effort to make«certain :-; ?;--,:
| that no embarrassing issues were brought up in the press that might have c:.

Jeopardised the negotiations. agreements and finally the exhibition T |

-itself Publicity became a sensitive issue becausa of China S. oun

' concerns about her oorrest politicai image abroad . Hhen difficulties'”

Do developed in the, negotiations the Canadian Government and the Museum

.”ff_ uere Justifiably concerned that these difficulties not be publicized

"';‘,sinoe they uould have only exacerbated the existing problems. As a‘
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information that was' released to the prhﬁs This control of lnforﬁaﬁlon

‘wag\encouraged byipfficials in Ottawa and by the Canadlan Embassy staff

in peking.” L S -

~

eﬁpite the care in limiﬁing'informatiod to'the Caﬁg@ian press,

"

an article in the Financial Post by Arnold Edinborough entltled “Here

13 an unique exhibition that really sells itself" did create SOJ!

-
1

- conproversy. The singlé offensive polnt in the ar?icle is a reference_
" to the Britiqﬁutith of the'exhibitidon: "The Genius of [China: An Exhibition
of Ar&haeoloé%ﬁai Finds of tﬁe'Peoplé's Republie’“f"EEZna w7 .Otherwise
the article is a glowing tribute to “the marketing of the arts and the .
businesalike approach of the Royal Ontario Museum to the exhibition ' “
Nevertheless{,the more gensitive‘issue of the ca@alogue contpove;sy
'did not_escape'the noticénof Boston Globehreporter,lﬂoberﬁ Tgylbr}

- Not least of the exhibition's attractlons is the ; o
- " disclosure of how Chinese today view their past. ;
A curiosity of the show is a second catalogue ) ,
described as the "official and: authentic intreduction
and caﬁalggue.” and 1t is an extremely revealing
document.

! : s\«f 5

e I‘rl

Later, when the exhibition moved from Tqronto ¥o its Amerlcan premiere

in Washington, the Ame:icans becamé embroiled in their own political

controversy with the Chlnese.9

-+ . In House Museum QOperations: Films, Set Design and Tours -
= " ) : , '

-

ga W The Chinese were concerned about the promotion of the exhibition

as ue\ll as a.m[ negative publicit.y. In the case of the a.dvertising over .

the radio to prqmota the exhibition scripts for the proposed advertisements

- wWere submitted. to Chinese— Embassy Staff for their approva.l 0 F_'or example.
1th§ R.0.M. ~hecked with the Chinese about a_publicity plan consisting

+
v i *
s
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of the filming of the unpacking of the Jade_Suit for a televislion preview'11
These publicity 'sensitivitles exténded to the showing of
f;lms in assoclation with the exhibition. This evening film programme

was offered to complement tbe Chinese exhibition.12

The films presentad
information about Chlna's past and present. Initially. the museum planned
to use the BBQ films: "Times of Silk and Gold" and "Times of Jade and,
ﬁronse."lB ‘These films had been made by the BBC in:China and William
'Hatson,.the author of the costroversial "Genlus of China" cataiogus
narrated both films. The films were quite well recelved by western
audlences. Indeed they were brsadcast in Canada on CTV natiopwide;

'while'the'exhiﬁition was held ‘at the R.0.M.. Nssertheless as problems
.developed.uith the catalogue, the Chinese- also expressed ‘displeasure

; Iwith the films for the references to Confucius in the dialoguel These
two fllms were drspped from the proposed film programme and other films
were. offered 1nstemd: such as three films by Felix'Greene: One Nation

o fMany Peoples. Self Reliance aqﬁ_@;ELE or Nine .An the Morning and fllms
; from the Chinese Embasay——New DiscoveEies in Archaeology: f;;e Discovery

~
of a 2100 year 01d Tomb, Prawns, Bamboo, Historical Relics Unearthed

Duiring the Cultural Revolutiom, On Perilous Peaks Dwells Beauty in

‘Infinite Variety, Sparkling Cdnals of Shaoshan, China Today and the

"% " White Haired Girl.'*

. An unfortunate mistake in the advertising of the film programme
l;\1ed to some strong audience protests when ths more propagandistic _
films were offered instsad of. the ‘B.B.C, productions. The corresposdsnce'
‘betieen Mrs _H. Downie. the exhibition managsr at the R.O. M and Mr. |
- Kuo Ch* ing. the 2nd Secretary of the Chinese Embassy. on this issue sums

i_up the tensions. '
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W y I sNre . Downie) am very sorry about the film
presentations on Sunday and I would llke to explain
_what happened. At the beginning of July the museum
sent out its‘monthly ROM, a copy of which I belleve
you {Mr Huo Ch'ing) have. This booklet goss to all
the museun‘s members.and to other special groups and
I know that you are aware that it included information
regaxding the Sunday. films which Were The Times of
' ' Jade and Bronze and The Times of Silk and “Gold. _
. '  However we reached an agroement with you whereby we
' would not show films but chose from among the
' ones that were sent Krom ‘the Embassy.

At the same time\lt was impossible to’ get signs
‘prepared’ with the change of programme so,: of course,
the only people who knew about a Sunday programme,
at all were those who received the July/August Previek.
The few that showed up were naturally upset that they

...did not see-the. film for which they had comeé and also
were expected to- pay for admieeion JIn the .evening
there were 50.few that we cancelled the performance.

. I da hope that we will have a better reoeption for’ -15
all the fillms this week when signe will be avallable.

"Because of the lack of atmenannce to the f11MS and their propagandistl
naﬁrre, the R.O:M. 11mited its advertieing to 1nternal promotion and -
oanoelled admieeion fees for the Sunday ehowing

" The determination on the part of the Chinese to keep control
over the interpretation of the exﬁibition wae'cairied over-to ‘other
in~house museun operation; such as set deeign and the decision to cancel
tours. The notes on design and display demonstrated how the audience s
attention could be 1nf1uenoed by the layout of the exhibition Being
aware of this point ‘the Chinese wanted the exhibition to adhere etrictly

- to their sense of historioal order_ Of course the R.O.M. uas-also

'“etriving to adhere to 1ts audlencee expectations of the display Some'

-

sense of the effort involved to aehieve these objectivee is noted 1n a

n

. R.O.M. kit that oompared the teohniques used by the London, Paris and .

1

‘; Toronto museums. g
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: For ‘those who sa .the Chinese Exhibition in Parils’
- : : ‘and then in London, the display elements were in sharp
p contrast. .The French, \perhaps because of shortage of
|ear " . 'time, elected to display the objects in stark simplicity.
o " The British, on the other hand, spent more than:$100,000.
on display areas, cases and, lighting To view. the jade
burtat sult, for example, a visitor "descended" into an
L, .area with all the brooding moodiness of a tomb. Overall,
o - the Royal Academy was dar with ‘the objects themselves
.o : . bathed in 1light. :
o ' John, Anthony, -chief o dieplay at the Royal Ontario .
i o Museum, saw the Chinese. Exhibition in a different way.
e ' "I 1iked what the Britdsh did," he says, "but as I
g . : walked around the Royal Academy I began to see the _
Exhibition in Toronto in terms of a brighter environment--
"with carefully chosen coloured complimentary backgrounds
against which the objects themselves would strengthen and
come to life. The jade funeral sult was certainly dramatic
in London, but the lighting: changed the colour of the jade '
and, I think, made "1t difficult| to examine properly.. The
suit is"displayed at the Royal bntarin Museum under hard
) quartz lighting ghich sharpens objects and maintains
W natural colour. ; . L

The Chinese saw the purpose of the design and layout of the exhibition
as emphasizing the historical and political aspects of theﬂstruggle of
deveIOpment in China. ‘The jade gﬁit Was a uorylof art but itvalso
represented the decadence of” China s past .

A f L - o The Chinese were quite particular about tours of the’ exhibition
Usually ﬁor special exhibitions. a member’s committee of" the R 0°M

' : offered public tours fo explain exhihitions._l8

This’ proposal in the
event of the Chinese Exhibition houever, had to be vetoed in order to

prevent more difficulties with the Chinese over historical 1nterpretation

33  o f as was explained by B Stephen,__

_ " A , _There 1s also a fundamental policy reason for not
.. . . ,- 7 . offering such a tour; the Chinese have:made it
- ©© extremely ‘clear that the interpretation of the :
- material in the exhibition is a Chinese prerogative.-'
.. . . v The graphics, ‘presenting the materlal in the way the
'~ .+- "7 Chinese Wish, are their. interface with the public.
Mg Vs & “‘ -Judging frcm Chinese reaction to the simplificatbﬁn

4 %

'0
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and reduction of these graphics in London we could
' " expect difficulty with the Chinese if we were ‘to
take over any part of the role of interpreting the
exhibition. Yet any guided tour would inevitably
be selective, and people would have insufficient
time to see even the objects let alone the graphics.
It is essential that the public be allowed to make
the choice of which objects to stop and study and
which to walk fast with the aid of labels, graphics
: and catalogue .19 _ A

The Members committee. however did offér an 1ntroduction to China tour
of the R.0.M."'s own China(collection which complemented the Chinese
Exhibition and the committee gaye the proceeds to the Royal Ontario i
Museun. 29 E - o _ s w® o A
A teaching kit prepared by the museum to help school tours

~of the exhibition also stressed China's visw of its own history .A
‘chronology of Chinese history used the maJor Marxist divisions of
Primitive, Slave and Fbudal with the subdivisions,of dynasties more a
familiar to western historians. ‘The notes accompanying this chronology
stressed the.political influences upo" history in China as well.

JMao Tse-tung has writtenz "Let the past serve the present!”

The. éxhibition performs this function well by giving us

a glimpse of a rich cultural past while at the same time

demonstrating the care gfing taken by the Chinese people
- today in unearthing it

The notes gave facts on the arrangement for the exhibition its signifioance'J
'_and the time span - The Chronological-Table of China s history was -
_followed by a ohart comparing development in China and the Hest accordidg

to the major time divisions in the exhibition. The kit also I‘cluded
'_notes on major aspects of the exhibition--Shang pottery, bronzes. the ji

’L Jade suit, the Flying Horse, an explanation on. set design. bibliographies

of the staff involved with the exhihition, a list o; materials availaﬁle 15 .

o
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in the.shOp and 'a copy of Rotunda, the R.OM.'s. magazine uith featuréd
e articles on China. Thus the R Q.M. made every effort to accommodate |
. the ideological views of the Chinese in displaying the exhibition and
at the same time tried to take rinto account the tastes of its

Canadian audience.

Cultural Diplomacy: Political Dividends .

The Chinese exhibitlon tour was a major cuitural-eventjand_ ’
a great international Success._ The significance of the exhibition;in
, 'promoting-East-uest'relations can be statistically measured by the

’

attendance figures of some ofnthelhost museums——350 000 in Paris, ?56,d00
in London and 200, 000 in Vienna. 22 The R.0.M. hoped for a total ;“}."
‘attendance of 320 000 but within nine days of the exhibition S closing
the attendance was 360, 000.2? Each of the host nations aspired to'
improved relations with China as a result of this cultural exchange
‘These expectations of immediate political or economic dividends as a()
result ‘of cultural diplomacy however may be unfair Culture is not -
Ireally a commodity 1ike wheat but an expression of a nation s ldentity
= -‘and world;view. Sometimes cultural relations have been dismissed as.
-i"nice but inconsequential“zu but a- more serious evaluation of cultural

tdiplomacy depends upon 1qoking at the results in the long term rather

rthan the short term. Instead, Qultural relations are .an- important buiiding

'fblock in the fiéld of international relations. Cuiturai-exchanges establish-r

' the ground work. that oan lead to other things.

~f Unfortunately, the Chinese Exhibition s visit tc Canada

. "7&‘

',__ooinoided with the Anti- Confucius Anti-Lin Piao campaign, which prompted 3o

W
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a controverey over the.catalosuee‘End exhibition interpretation "As

the radical ideologuee within China Were. exerting more political .

nfluence. the exhibition s tour of the Heet had to be politicized to

suit the ideolosical campaign in China.- The Chinese radioals were

determined the Heet would be inetructed‘on the finer points of China s
ipcontribution to’ world history Through this power play in foreign |

relations, the radioals hoped to demonstrate in China their authority
“over the pragmatiets. Thus the exhibition s visit to Canada hinged
"upon complying with Chinese demands for control over the 1nterpretation

of the exhibition and would test the limits of neuly established Canada—

China diplonatic_relations._ As Dr. Tovell observed the.exhioition

taught us not only about China‘e past-butlabout China's present

b Nevertheless the question doee ariee-—was Canada too compliant
‘in accommodating Chineee demands about the exhibition and the catalogue7
':;Ae N. Torno observed the exhibition was China s product. 25 Yet a
'Canadian public institution was used to display a magor exhibition
;‘eccording to the Maoiet version of Marxism-Beninism This asPect of
'the exhibition Has probably happily overlooked by much of the exhibition s
| _eudience out’ of a preference to Just admire the obJects for their own .. .
intrineic value and beauty.l Yet thie ideological dimension of the
Tl.exhibition offered the Cananian public a batter understanding of the
: ~politieal motivetions of a quarter of the earth s population In factp
4'_I.for us to Understand the struggles of China e peasante today, it is ..’:Q\:f
'}.. probably important to understand and appreciate their past in terme of i
A{their politicel theory of struggle. f U

Unfortunately reciprocity wee not extended to canadian culturel'f}h
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’exhihitions that ‘were sent'tb'China, such as an exhibition of Eskimo
Prints (Peking January 20-—February w 1973, followed by two weeks in

26

‘Shanghai) _An exhibition of Group of Seven Paintings. 1cons of Canadian ;

LI

culture was subject to Chinese veto and the proposed tour of the e

Vancouver Symphony to China was cancelled since western classical music -
2t To some degree

renained.aﬁtarget of political_criticisn in China.
an apology could be made:for China,‘since the People‘s Heﬁublic_was_
just emerginé fromlits se1f¥inposed culturai.isoiation Oflthe Creat- 1
ﬂProletarian Cultural Revolution . " B . |
To some extent nations are still expected to pay tribute
to ‘China--in spite of the revolution——by checking that the oultural
5! offering is appropriate to China 5 standards political or otherwise.
It may be ‘unreasonable but it is Chinese ~ After China 5 long isolation
from the international community. the West uas and continues to be
Hilling to court China in'hoPes of further economic and pOIitical'
'dividends e m€ERS to that. end is often thought to be culture.
In this respect :}anada was Just as eager as other nations to court.«
' China,- “. P _'. L 2w g
| Since contact with China was sought China was 1n a position
o ]. ‘to dictate terms. The demands anoﬁt the exhibition arose out of 3"
-?difficulties with the European hosts of the exhibition uhich later

._conincided uith ‘a growing turmoil within China. Together these events BT By

"'ccmbined to creat awkward precedents that left Canada making every

T —e

-effort to accommodate the Chinese in the negotiations and arrangements
for the exhibition. The unfortunate coincidence of polit cal controversy

'"~__in China uith the exhitdtion s, visit to Canada made the Canadian position

w
1
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:.nore uncomfortable . In fact Canada's lererage on’these difficulties

. was limited' Although"thinese 1nsistence upon the control of the

"interpretation was a respOnse to political turmoil within China amongst
the factions aspiring for’ leadership, the interpretation of this |

-Iarchaeological exhibition was used to reinforce certain Chinese

'-'vieupoints of their relationship with the world. Despite theaantiquity_

of the artifacts and.their origins under avcompletely diffErent.political
r‘ .

-".- y system the: Chinese inferpreted the artifacts as symbols of the
'.continuity and 1ntegrity of China as a nation whose legitimate rulers
: ‘now adhere to Mao '3 unique version of Marxism Leninism . To demonstra}e
the develoPment of Gommunist China.as the logical‘?utcome from China's
| traditional past class struggle ig noted as a continuous theme throughout--”'.
. China s history - Artifacts recovered by archaeological and therefore f.'_ . -
;scientific means are interpreted as evidence of the class struggle _cﬁl | |
throughout Ghina s history This theme of class struggle becomes China s

:contribution to world history : - A . ; '} : e f -

3 i

In spite of the internal political struggles, the exhibition B

.’r

-was a tribute ‘to China s past history and the skills of her current
archaeologists and historians in bringing that past to light again : The
“-.exhibition also serwed to attract the attention of the West to the -
l“.East end was ‘one more step leading to better relations Maors dic:Ems_]
_'f‘of ”let the past serve the present" revealed much of the Chinese .
"ff;*objectives in the catalogue and the exhibition. The catalogue itself”'fr :
1o.r}was not only a description of the exhibition s artifacts but a formati}r
'”';gfor presenting China s view of historx_and a. recounting of China 38 %

7'h;fcontributions to world history As the political mood changed withint'-;.-ifvff

_China_ however, the 1nter§retationSof Ghina s history were subJect toat,
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ideological ‘review, Consequently, the requests:for changes in the
Jcatalogue and the controversy were the result of ideological turmoil _‘t“
Cwithin China and were a response to 'some westerh interpretations The'
' catalogue had to present the vieH clearly that the people were the heroes
not the elite, in order to maintain a sense of continuity from the
. past endorsing the current leadership. China e dogmatic approach on
these issues proved to be a challenge to Canada*s sense of cultural
diplomacy. N | |
‘The.final counterpoint'to'haois dictum of."Let the Past
serve the Present“ 1is Confuoius statement "In'all.thinés, L folloe
Chou " aOne can- cast a modern interpretation upon this phrase by seeing
.'thezchou as Chou En-lail the pragmatic father-of China's modernizationt
Despite theﬂeffort to linkIChouTEnslai to the past, he.was'a'man for
. theffuture as nas proved by his outline:of the‘iour moeernizations
carried on by his successors. In'iact,‘the Chinese Anbassador to danaoa :'
nade a remark to Dr Tovell that ‘seemed to foreshadow the shift to
'pragmatism and modernization when-he stated: fnext time-ne will;make A
the money " B | " ‘ . |
| It has been over . a decade since the Chinese Exhibition
.caﬂalogue oontroversy threatened to cancel the visit of the Chinese
:Exhibition to- Ganada snd thereby thwart the nenly established diplomatic
' ,relations between Cansda and"China. National prestige on both sides- B
._depended upon the suocess of the exhibition.‘ Fortunately. the exhibition iﬁ”
I'was a success from the standpoints of profit and the cultural goodwill

established in Canada touards Ghins.l Nevertheless the experience forces

"?LQ. eome reassessment of the purpose of Cultural Diplomaoy and the conflicte
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i and dynamics of the Canada—China relationship which ‘are’ revealed by

coneidering the characteristics of their national identities

'h The Chinese Ambassador 5. comments to Dr Tovell on future

'profits foreshadowed the dramatic change in China's attitude tonards
relations with ‘the Hest and China s economic policy In keeping with
: China' s modernization process--outlined by Chou En lai during tne Fourth'
National People s Congress 29—~T'eng Hsiao Ping; Chou s successor, has
‘”now led China'towards develooing 1ts‘oun vensicn:of cabitalism .It-is'
Umuch more convenient for the West to have a more eager and willing
_customer for technology But neither Canadians nor other westerners
. should look upon China with visions cf the treasures of the mythical
Cathay . It has been a tempting illusion of a motherlode that has seized '
the western imagination with hopes of cashing in on a huge Asian market
| In an@icipation of the growth of this Asian market Canada
has been looking westward and has besn promoting 1inks with the Pacific .
_Rim- Canadian politicians and businessmen alike have been tending to
:1ook upon the Pacific market as a great future resource and pcssible

El

cure to a sagging home economy. Thus much is expected of any 1inks

"established between Canada and Asia and espeoially in_this case betweenll

'Canada and China. It is within this~context of economio and polltical
f"fambition that so many dividends are expected Qf cultural exchanges

"and relations The resulting confusion o£ objeotives and anticipated

7 j_'dividends expected of the Chinese Exhibition undoubtedly exacerbated the=._.f.'

Ehftensions that developed over the cataiogue. B
Je;”‘;gqf ;'fﬁf The Chinese Exhibition was a great success as a cultural

i event but one cannot help but Question some aspects of the event in
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terms of furthering Canada Chinese relations and examining it as o
an illustration of Cultural Dipiomacy. For the People s Republic of .
China‘.the exhibition was a pafticular uccess in sPiteloftthe poiitical
turmoll within China. The.exhibition was a tremendcuslpublic relaticns e
event eerving to disPel many of the negative anti culture images of .
“Cultural Revolution China that Here held in the Hest ‘The sense of |
! : acceptability and IEspectability to be achieyed througn-tnis exnibiticn

| was just another_step ior the Beopieiegﬁepublic deChina to counter-the
policies of isolation and non—recogniticn An archaeological exhibltion _

© . Was the perfect medium ‘for this message,.since it embodied an expression e
Jof China's cultural identity. territorial olaims——vis h vis the Soviet

Union, Vietnam and Taiwan——and world view of history Thus for the

People's Bepublic of China the exhibition was an important step in

ncrmalizing bex relaticne with the rest of the uorld and ending her
isolation from the Hestﬁ—the source of the modernization and’ technology

sought by Phina The exhibition could cnly helo to set the grounducrk
.for future contacts. T : s ': X
| -(J Canada alsc needed the exhibition to: be a. Success It u457
:an achievement to be one cf the hosts tc the.enhibiticn and eSpecially

to be the first north American hcet to the exhibition Nevertheless
: because of the political tensicns within China at the time cf the ,.. -
: negotiations fcr the exhibiticn, Canada had tc be extremely acccmmcdating

,' mands, some of which came’ at the last minute. A public kl

l
1

"-ﬁ;'insti ution, the Royal Ontario Museum, had invested a'considerable b
.f:, amcunt of time and money in preparaticne fcr the exhibiticn and could

'nct have endured the 1035 Of prestige or money if the exhibftion had

» ) _,.- SR
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oeen oandelled. Yet a Canadian institution played host not. only to.an ;
exhibition of China's artifacts but to an exhibition of China'sg ideology,
" 'Keeping in mindlthelspirit of.hospitality of Canada towards
China a | the purpose.of Canadians'learning'about'the Chinesé through LN
this exhibition, the Uhinese were perhaps reasonable in expecting the . |
exhibition to be displayed in keeping with their political ideology |
lThe point is, however, this hospitality was not reciprocated to Canadian
caltural exchanges The Chinese cancelled the proposed tour 'of China |
'by the Vancouver symphony since Western olassical music was Subgect
"to political criticism in China 39 Because of Chinese political campaigns,
'the timing for Canada s cultural offerings to China did not appear to: ©
be appropriate - The Chinese did host a Canadian exhibition of paintings '
' and an exhibit of Bskimo art huf both exhibitions were displayed according :
to the Chinese viewpoint 3? The reception of the Canadian paintings

i exhibition was. deemed unoertain by Burns a reporter for the Clobe and

Mail n China. o g A
; Can the Ghineee Horker set aside his'scruples about v -
the corrupting influence of bourgeois art and learn

to«love Canadian landsoapes? 32 N

I

. j pﬁ Nevertheless tHe. different opinions on: the _purpose’ of art
""Hand politios are lessons to be arned if the relations are to be developed
or pursued The ideologioal conflicte of Canada and China were - evident
H;Lin their attitudes towards the arts Canada espouses freedom of the LjI::

a:'arts- while China espouses the politics of art and its political purposes

F e gl O Given the diametrioally opposed philosophies of the v
«f"'srl;__f;f}f“] “two snvernmeats it might seem. strange fﬁit"ifﬁ?r‘pfj
S s Bt ‘them shouid eonsider the arts a fruitful area. for oL
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: exchanges That they /o s probably best’ explained
¥ g i, . by the fact that. the Chinese are, anxious to ‘reap the
pape B . propaganda Denefits thatfaccrue to them from exhibits
o - . like the relics display and a acknodedging that there .
~n.ﬂ{ust be some mutuality, accept displays of foreign
=" expertise in the .arbs on. helr own soil as 'the price
that must 'be paid 33 s ?ﬁl - BN :

Yet China aid not play the game fairly since the Chinese exerted as

“puch control on the Canadian message as they demanded of Canadlans on

the Ghlnese exhibition o . i _' B ' ..' 3 =

Hhat 1s more- diffieult to explain lsfthe eagerness-
with which Weéstern governments avail themselves of '

" the opportunities thus opened, given the expense L
involved and the conditions that the Chinese exact, - %,
the case of a'display of paintings these uould include - -(:
a Chinese right of veto over ‘the. canvases, the manner ,

' in which they are presented and the content ‘of ‘the |, A,
.catalogue-~a veto that: could and’ probably ‘would be '
used to eliminate anything so politically sensitive ,

- ' as an attempt to explain the philoﬁnphy fowards .
- ", the arts that prevaile (sic) in Canad '

'-j.No apologies can be made for China ] unfairness 1n tbeir behaviOur Ml

4 i E '

w2 g <.,towards our exhibitlon
Nevertheless ‘the Western nations lncluding Canada Here 1n
a mood to court’ China 1n hopes of developing the trade market but

'_China mas weathering another political tantrun at home The scars

..of these political tantrums will probably endure and China may not quite

Happear to understand the give and take of” cultural relaticne and

.\

' 'exchanges.- This misunderstanding has its historical rootsidn China

;since the traditional viewpoint of the Mﬁddle Kingdom and thefexpectation

' ”of tribute prevails even 1n "revolutionary“ China. Des ite the revolution
5 and the ideology. the Chinese have an embedded sense of superiority 1n

-l.their cultural achievements Since the Uestern nations were»quite

xipus to coprt. China., China was in a position to set the terms for ;
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6
LR

the exhibition

P

: B .
For reasons that I an gled to leave to the politioET" e
analysts to explain, we seem terribly eager thes L B s
. - days to find things to admire about life in Cnina ; ' :
- today, and the Chinese have proved to be shrewd' '
.Judges in ministering to this appetite. This g v
; : display 1s by far their most stupendous coup in . I
hoow , in the strange world of East-West oultural
) : . exchange--a world in: which essentlally nonpolitical
< IR ' - accomplishments are ysed as counters in a game
of aecuring potential advantage. 35 - '
Thue with her entourage in tow, Princess Tou Wan served her cohntry s
intereets by helping to promote an interest .in China,”
‘Within thie context Canada did not have much choice ulth
Iregarde to the veto threats about the Chinese exhibition and thus became
very accommodating to Chinese demands. Canada had to pay for precedents
establishe by other nations and. for political tensions Hithin China.
Because of] the 1deo§9§ioal campaigns within China, the Chihese were not
really eager to entertain western culture. Consequently, Canada, as
K one of the international hosts of the Chinese exhibition, waa_nOt
realiy in a position I dictate terms to the Chinese. For the sake
\
of Canade'é national prestige. the prestige of the Royal Ontario Museum,
: and economic profitﬂ Canada Was quite accommodating to China's terms.
One ls left wondering wheiher too much was compomised and yet thers
~ were not eny reasonable alternatives. 'Unless'Canada had<worked out a
:eolution to tne catalogue controversy, a veto threat of the Chingse
remained enuine"poseiﬁiIity; The ardent*ideologuee in Chine would
" not haxe cared about the loes of China's prestige if" an 1nternational
_exhibition was cancelled It would hawe been Jue;/m6§e fuel for the _. g

N
pold.tica.l campaign in China and the embaressment would have been con-

) sidered juet a problem for Chou En- lai d the Foreign Ministry of China.
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0
One can only Specula te about what ‘may have happened E U

Canada had called China 3 gluff on the yeto - threat Tf the exhibition
had not been.held in Canada. the Royal Ontarilo Museum would have
suffa;ed a conslderable loss. relations btheen Canada anq Chlna woul@
bave suffered a formidable setback and one can only sﬁaculate whether
the exhibitlion would have gone to the United States: However; the_f
U.S. exhibitars‘were concerned about any awkward precedeﬁts ée{-for
them by Qanada;s experienéé with China in thelnggoti§tlons since the
negotlatlons went primarlly In éuccessionf If the U.S. had not béen ‘f
.thi next host to the exhibt&ion, Canada could have.caiied China's bluff
pefhaps by refusing to pay the transﬁort of the ékhibitionlback;to the
People's Republic of Chiné.‘ As 1t was, £helreturn.firé‘gf Princess
Tou,ﬂgn anﬁ comﬁany was not brought up.inlthé pegotiat%gns for the
exhibition. Nevertheless, China tould have countered‘Canada‘s position
by sending the exhibition to another European host nation. There weré
possibllities to challenging the veto ﬁﬁreat, but probably much more
than the exhibitlon wouldlhave been lost, For‘aII‘intents and purpqées.
China appéh}ea toh%;;ih a better position'to ﬁegotiate and set, termsp
than Cdnadé or any other nation ﬁﬁat wanfed to ‘host the exhibition.

. | The complexity and géntrowersy shrrounding the'Chineée '
exhibition'serve to illustrate the complexitiés of Cultgral Diplomacy.
Cultural relations are optimistically reg_a.rded. as a pdsitive exéﬁanée
between nations ta préyg_te in’temlé.tiona.l-‘ gndersta.nding. Its purprlases
include frlefxdship and the .pron":otion' of other contac’ts. The Stanﬁards

and definitiona of cultura.l diplomacy seem to be va.gue a.nd,enigmatic.

The Chinese Exhibition experlence illustra.tes some of the expectation},s

e
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oflcultunai emcnanges¥fboth the-shoft term benefits'ano the long range

- ambitlons. L g .‘ , B T g

| Indeed some of the.eource of conflict and oontromersy can

“be,unﬁerstood-nhen one considers‘aspeote of the natlonal 1dentimies of
both China and Canada} _China‘nas oeen long-recognized fon its leng{hy
historical reoord;wnlch'ls a testament to a firm sense of identity. .
Although the 19&9 revolution in China Symbolizes a break with the past

B ' the Chlnese have der&ved a firm sense of identity and a sense of seourity
from their past. On the other hand Canada is, comparatively, a, country
in its 1nfancy, and Canadians appear vagpe in their sense’of identity

The problem is exacerbated even more by Canada s proximity to the-
United States. , This fact works both for and against Canada. since hany
__nations regard Canadi as a stepping stone or point of access to the
United States. In Fanada s struggle for a_eepanate and unique 1dentioy.
the national psyche must ampear‘schiaophrenic with a tendency towards
multiple personalitles. To 1llustrate the point epecifioally, Canaoa

-espouses an official policy of two offlcial languages and cultures--
English and French, Of these _the English side has the .most difficult
time expreasing 1tself as being different,from the.United‘States. The
French langnaée‘stands as an.effectivelbarrier_to'some intrnaioné.. Ihe_:
s multiple personalitiee‘aapect ia.encouragEd by'the other'official polmcy

of multi—culturelism. as opposed to the melting pot syndrome of the )
United States. Hulti-culturalism appears sometimes to be an effort to
5 appease all those 1eft out of the bilingualism/bioulturaliem of French -
and English. and thus make everyone feel at home. Fﬁnally, the Canadien‘l.

cultural mosaic. 1nc1udes a multi 1ingua1 and multi-cultural native

B
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" soclety. The conbinatiens and pernutations ‘make for interesting
official gifts for abroad. . —
- Canada s emerging identity has both 1ts etrengthe and
| Heeknesees LAs a nation that is open to so many cultural lnfluences.l

Canada is forced into confronting many of the ethnocentric tIaditiens

that have plagued man ' eince ‘the beginning of time. Thls confusion in

Canada's natlonal image ie ecmewhat clarified by taking note of author
Margaretlﬂtwood s identificetien of “eurvival“ as a constant thematic

_'occucation in Canadian 1iterature 36 " The 1magery of vagueness and lack
of the specific in Canada s nationel identity is captured in Gille '

- Vigneault's line in his national anthem for Quebec--"mon paye{‘cF n'est
pae un pejs; c;estML]hiver; Consequently,”cenada'e culture 1s not as
remdily identifiable or definat@e -as a commodity like uheat Yet
etrength lies in this weekneee. A policy of multi ~culturalism does make
Canada. more open tolccnsidering a variety of viewpoints This perspective
has made Canada, a nation sought by others to help in eolving Ainter-
Inational crisee. Idealistically,'through cultural exchanges Canadians
became exposed ‘to other opinions and ideologies ‘and thereby better
equipped to mediate on the international etage

Nevertheless, the etage appears to have been eet_fnr some
complexity and controversy when one compares Canada--a naticn struggling

_toward identitye-with China--a nation with a firmly-established eenee-—~£f
of history and identity as an unified country, Granted Cpina has had
ite periods of division and dieunity, but the cenparisen of Canada s .

, and Chine s sense of identity only serves to illuetrate _that there

wae a different sense of expectatiens in cultural enchangee and cultural

B 1 + E .
3 . i e N L 2
. . . L ' - .
& 5 . T _ A thaen 8
£ . "

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



‘ 162
s diplomacy. | .
| '.Undeﬁbtedly cultural exchenges do eneodrege hépes‘for"otheﬁ
types of economic and political contact waevef.‘eultural exchanges
ehould not be subjected to the same checke and balances as other forms
of exchange Canadiane must ask themselves whether it 1s reasonable’
to expect so many dividends from cultural relations "It is somewhat
degreding to the memory of Dr.fNorman Bethurnie to expect reminders of .
his personal aacriflpqhto help in every form of contact with Chiha. |
‘The same holds true for expecti.ng the idnocenpe of” P:n-ne_of Green Gables
.tc} help An redressing trade 'fmbala.nces between Japan and Canada. Instead
‘cu}turgs-exehaeges should serve to_expxees‘national ideetitylend world
eieu to esach other. The real objective ofﬁeultural exchanges 1s a. "
mefe "1dealistic enrichmentﬁ that can not be qgesuged in the coln of
tﬁe_éealme-The exhibition did.senerete real profitg'for the Royal. -
' Ontario Museumlbut there weie1incaibulable‘diyidends for both Canada
and Chine in terms of generating a 'greater intereet in China. Nevertheless
rCanadiane should not expect the personal links forged through cultural
relatione to withetand all the preeeuree of political end economic |
: tensions. Indeed when political teneions erupt, cultural aseociatione s
are discredited as was the case when the Soviets shot down a commercial.
tSouth Koreen jet that drifted into Soviet airspace. The énduring con-
tributions of cultural diplomacy must be the reduction of ntereationel“
'.'suspicions. through the recognition a.nd even celebra.tion of our common
& humanity end experience. :

Gu.ltural relatiope a.nd exchanges ca:n be the most enduring :

a.nd even more positive eince the’ excha.nge is not in commodities. " Their

a
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value rests primarily in that they are symbolic events tha.t help us -
to reta.in a better perspective when relatione become stra.ined In' a_
time when we court glo‘oal cata.strophe through t.he rea.l threat of nuclea.r‘
war, it 1s important to explore every peaceful avenue that will help
us to recognize the common bonds and common strugglee of all nations
on this planet China wes ieolated through a cold war mentality and
through non- recognition. We can see the folly of such policiea If.

_ Ay Canada is to pursue an 1dealized rcle as an interna;ional peacemaker_

N Canadians .:'nusﬁ.' cont_ih'ue thelr educatioﬁ for' that. role .th:.r:ough cultural

exchanges. éinallj, culturel dip;omacyleatiefiee some baslc homan:

needs! s 3 ; ' ' ' . T

)

If you have only two pennies left, spend one on
‘bread and the other on muslc. The one will give
you the means to' live. the other will glve you
the reason. ; L . .

Now mor‘e than ever, the reasons are Jjust as important as the means!
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;' R. O M. Archives Notgs for the remarks of ‘Her Excellency Madame
_Leger of the.(Qccasion of the opening. of the Exhibition of .
Archaeelogical Finds of the People s Republic of China in Torcnte
on Auguet 7, 19?4 : _

6 2. R.O:M. Archivee' Ambassador Chang Wen-Chin's Speech at the Opening .,
-~ of the Exhibition of Archaeological Finde of the. People s Republic
of China. August ?. 19?4

3. Iod. née,' | ’.-' s : \ ' _
: , . o s it F -
.'u' R.O.M. Archivee. Prees Releaee The Ghineee Exhibition Confirmed for
- " R.0.M. For Release 10 a.m. March 15, 19?4 .

IH._57 Goncerns about publicity are mentioned in the followlng documents

'of E.A. H.D., Archeo P.R.C. 67-7 Vol. 4: Memo from FAC to PDM, May
197& Telegram from Peking to Qttawa, May 8, 19?4

".Arnold Edinborough "Here is an unique exhlbition that really sells
itself," Financial Post, April 13, 1974, '

: ?f' E.A. H.D. Archeo P.R.C. 6? =7 VYol, &4, Telegram from Peking to Ottawa,
Hritten by Ambeesador Small May 8, 1974, . i

K o -

Robert Taylor,'“China Show Opens in Tordnto,“ The Boston Globe,
August 8 19?# : :
9. The controverey at the U.S. premiere of the Chinese Exhibition
- focussed on ‘the Chinese refusal to admit journalists from Taiwan, .
South Africa, South Korea and Israel to a press preview of the
 Exhibition, The U.S. State Department cancelled the preview and
.the American press resporided with a mini-boycott of the opening .
‘reception,. The" reeulting oontroversy prompted more press attention
to the exhihition, the agreements and relations between China and
the U.S..' The 1ssues are diecueeed in greater deteil in the
' following articles: ' .
Murrey Marder, "Who Won the Big chine-u S Prese Previeu Cenfrontation°"
- NWashington Post, December 12, 1974, p.-A 21, -~ - il
. .Ann Wood, "Peking Sees.Red, sets: up bamboo curtain at show," New York
'Daily News, December 12, 19?4 , &
. “Paul Richaxd ""Chinese Art Preview Caneelled,“ Hashington Post
.. Decembex-,10; 19?4 PP, Bl-2,:
‘Bditorial, "An Acceptable Deal " _gghingjgg Post December 12; 19?4 e
- Paul Richard, "Chinese Art: Glasey Not Glasslese,“ washington Post,l PR
e December 12. 19?4. p. Ci L M HGAES

T ""<'-. . E

et
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19 ; R.O. M Archives, Letter to ‘Mr. Yao Jen- *1u Third Secretary. Embassy'--"
C of the Peeple s Republic of China July'19, 197& Co : C
B 11 .R.O.M. Archives. Letter to Mr Yao Jen- 11u. from Guy Peerse July
10, 1974. T : .
12. R.0.M. Archives, Director's Memorandum, No. 20 July 22, 1974 signed,

; by7w._Tove11. Director, Maxwell Henderson, Director'Administration ;
- and Controller,'and'H.B.'Scott. Assoclate Direetor.

.

. 13' R.O.M. Archives, The Chinese Treasures Exhibition by R. Keast and
Fage "Dy Crowdis. 18 March. 19?h

- , i ) ' P o

|

lh'l R.O.M. Archives R.O. M. film programme Chinese Exhihition Supplementary _i
programmes (probably Hritten by H. Downie) i
N \ ’ .
15. R.0.M. Archives Letter to Mr Kuo Ching-an('Second Secretary. The
" " Embassy of the P.R.C. from Mrs Hugh'R. Downie, Deputy Exhibition
Manager August 13, 1973. = -
)/Aé‘ R.0.M. Archives Minutes of a Meeting of the Chinese Exhibition
= ’ Committee of the R.0.M., ﬁugust 18, 19?4 '
.I?ﬂ R.0.M. Archives,-Kit Diepley.and Design Notes.
.]18' @*O M. Archives. Memo to Dr. W. Tovell M. Hendersoh and H Duwnie.
from Mrs. B. Stephen. January 16, 1974.
19 el AL TV Lo e
;ZDf H.O;M:.Archiﬁes..R.D.N;'Members Committee ExhibitionIOf'Archaeblegical'C"f;
Finds of the People's Republic of China August 8-November 16, 1974, .. = -
. Report of. the. Member s Committee of the Royal Oqtario Museum, November.z_.@
. 29. 19?4 w o Lo _ g . e
gl' H 0 M Arehives. Background Informetion Chinese Exhibition Kit. p 3
2. A
=t R 0. M. Archives. Press Fect Sheet for Immediate‘ﬁelease. June 26-19?45,
g3, i e ; '
I R 0 Mo Archives. Press Release. November 7. 197&
o G '
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